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990 MARLBORO CUP TO R I\ ENTS 
Early details now ovollcb!e 

Details are still being finalized for the four 1990 Marlboro Cup tournaments, but some are available. Now that the draw for 
the First Round of the World Cup has been decided, nationa] teams will be firming up their playing schedules for the early 
part of next year, and playing in a Marlboro Cup is on the agenda for many of them. This series has rapidly been accepted, 
internationally, as one of the world's premier Soccer competitions. 
Naturally, as the USA is in the World Cup, many national teams want to play them, and the first three Marlboro Cups will 

offer such opportunities. The fourth Marlboro Cup of the year, scheduled after the World Cup, may well feature some of its 
outstanding teams. 

Cities and dates for the tournaments are - 

Miami February 2 + 4. 

I Los Angeles February 20 + 22 

I 
Chicago May - dates to be announced 

New York August - dates to be announced 

Apart from the US national team, which is likely to compete in all four tournaments, the following national teams have 
been confirmed as participants in one of the first three tournaments: - Colombia, Costa Rica, Uruguay and the USSR. It is . 
believed at least two more national teams will compete, and the remaining berths will be made up by top international club 
teams. Fans attending Marlboro Cups this year were able to watch renowned sides such as Juventus of Italy, Ruch Chorzow 
of Poland, and Benfica of Portugal. . · 
Speaking in Rome after the World Cup draw, the General Secretary of FIFA, Joseph Blatter, said of the Marlboro Cup, "It 

took Philip Morris, in the form of the Marlboro Cup tournaments, to help the USA national team gain more international 
playing experience, which led to their qualifying for the World Cup. We praise the valuable cooperation and contribution to 
US soccer which the company has made, and continues to make." 
This year - the third for the popular series - games in the four cities drew 169,123 fans, an average of 21,140 per day. It is . 

likely this total will be easily surpassed next year, Each tournament features four teams. Winners of the first day's two games 
compete for the Cup O'! the second day and the other teams play-off for third place. The tournaments are organized for 
Marlboro by the Mundial Sports Group of Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, who must share in the praise from Mr Blatter. They have 
done a magnificent job of bringing international soccer to fans across the US. 
The USA enjoyed great success in most of the 1989 tournaments. In Miami, the team finished second to Independiente . 

Santa Fe of Colombia, being beaten in a penalty shoot-out after a scoreless game. In New York, they defeated Benfica and the 
national team of Perl) to take the Cup. They continued the roll, taking the Cup in Chicago with wins over Ruch Chorzow, 
and Guadalajara of Mexico. It was only in Los Angeles that they faltered. Having just returned from a tournament in Italy, 
they fell to Juventus and the South Korean national team. 
We will bring you..;j10re details next month, but you can mark your calendars now with the first two dates, secure in the 

knowledge that, if. ~oll attend one or more of the tournaments, you will see genuine World-Cup-class competition. 

20 USA SOCCER NEWS 

Members of the US National team pose 
with Gigi Vera, manager of Marlboro 
Promotions, with the Marlboro Cup the) 
won in the New York tournament this past 
June. From left to right, players are: Eri< 
Eichmann, Mike Windischmann, Joh11 
Barkes, George Pastor, Jimmy Banks, Tat 
Ramos, Kevin Grimes and Philip Gyau. 


