@he Washington I

Smoking Conference Canceled
In Dispute Over Sponsorship

By Susan Okie
Wasbanyire Pt Sl Weney

A Georgetown University con-
rence on the healith effects of to-
wro smoke on nonsmokers, sched-
ed for Saterday, was abruptly can-
ded this week when  several
wakers withdrew after learning
ut tobacco companies were help-
@ to pay for the program.

The sponsorshup by R.J. Reynolds
ohacco Co. and Philip Morris Inc.
ras not mentioned on the advance
rochure, and some scientisis on
be program said they were nod 1old
{ the companies’ support when
avited to speak.

Ceorgetown School of Medicine
ihcials denied any attempt to keep
he hnding secret, and sand those
rho recruited speakers were in-
wroucted to mlorm them ol industry
support. They said all spomsors
would have been listed on the pro-

gram, in keeping with universily
policy.

The events leading to the cancel-
latwon stirred a tempest among
groups involved in public smoking
policy, with Georgetown officials
charging that the American Lung
Association presswred speskers into
withdrawing, and  association
apokesmen accusing the wniversity
of being too casual about corporate
funding.

“We wound up canceling the pro-
gram because it was getling unbal-
anced,” sad Dr. Thomas Stair,
Georgetown's assistand  dean  foc
continuing medical education. “The
people who were going to present
the best evidence that there are
long-term hazards from passive
smoking were the ooes most easily
scared away. The ones who are un-
abashed apologists for tobacco . . .
were the anes hanging in there.”

Stair said the one-day course for
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doctors was organized by Sorell L.
Schwartz, a professor of pharma-
cology at Georgetown who has re-
ceived research funding from the
tobhdccti*industry. [t waa to examine
posaible hefalth effects of tobacco
* on noonsmokers, especiaily
questions of cancer nisk and long-
ferm  hing damage. Slair  said
Schiwartz assured him rhat all par-
ticipants would be informed of to-
bacco-ndustry funding.

Schwartz sakl that he and five
others om the 12-speaker program
belong ta the Indoor Air Pollution
Advisory Group, consultanls to the
lobacco mdusiry on enviromnmental
tobacco smake, e said he and oth-
er group members had testified, at
the Tobacoo Instilute’s request, at
hearings before a Senate committee
and four state legislatures on hills
to restrict public smoking,

Tao avowd charges of bias because
of these industry ties, Schwartz said
he sought other speakers for the

conference “whose research is good

and who are quite clear ... that
they are very strongly antitobacco.”
He sawd be instructed assistants lo
tell all particivants that tobacco
companes were sponsors. ~| woald

have had to be out of my mind to try
lo put something over on the speak-
ers,” he aaid.

~ Dr. Alfred Munzer of the Amer-
ican Lung Association said he re-

ceived a brochure about the confer-,

ence a few weeks agn and sus-
pected industry backing when he
saw the words “environmental to-
bacco smoke” in the title, because
the Tobacco Institute prefers that
phrase to “passive smolong "

“1 called the Office of Conlinuing
Education at Georgetown and asked
who the sponsors were,” he said, “|
was told that legal counsel had ad-
vised them that they could not dis-
close the names of the sponsors.”

Munzer eventually learned that
two tobacco companies were spon-
sors, along with the National Con-
ter for Policy Alternatives, the Sys-
tem Flanning Corp.. the Hospital
Corp. of America, the [nternational
hoensiatina of Machinists and the

Service Employees  International
Union. Leng association officials
then contacled speakers to ask il
they were aware of industry in-
volvement. James A, Swomley, the
associalion's president, also sent a

telegram last Friday to the Rew,
Timothy S, Healy, presdent  of
Georgetown University, urging thai
the conference be cancelel.

Stair sad three speakers with-
drew: Dr. A. Sonia Buist of Oregon
Health Sciences University, Dr. F.
Charles Hiller of the University of
Arkansas and Anna H.T. Wu of the
University of Southern California,
SFhw:nz said Buist and Hiller 1okd
!wn they had not been infor med o
indusiry sponsorship. Duist o
Hiller did not ceturn a reporter's
!:alls yesterday. Wu declined to be
mierviewed,

Douglas W. Dockery of the Har-

vard School of Public Health, also
scheduled (o speak, sad he first
keard of the companies’ sponsor-
ship froim other  participants st
month and called Ceorgelown to
confirm it. He sa he decided mot 1o
wilhdraw, bt added that be “was
pretly uncomfortable with the way
it was presented tows .., "

He said some who withdrew are
working on the 1986 Surgecn Gen-
cral’s report on smoking, which fo-

CusCs  on passive  smoking,  and
thought the Georgetown confer-
ence "would be & potentially secious
eonflict of interest for them.”

Suntl Stapl, assistant (o the pres.
wlent nf the Totacro Institete, -
vuscd the American Lung Associ-
atwn of “academic goon-susd Lac-
ties™ o mtimdate sceatisis and
gilence debate. He sad he war dis-
turbed by reports that Demald R,
Shopland, acting director of the fed-
eral (fice on Smoking and Health,
had alsn called conference partic-
ipants boet the ndusiry sponsor-
ship.

Shoplamd acknowledped that he
had coutacted some speakers, bul
sainl, *1 did pot wrge ambody to
drop s, He added, “This [passive
smokng] 5 an issue he wdustry
carea very deeply about, [1s part of
the whnle [abric of whether peoph
view cigarette smoking as socially
acceptable behavior "
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TELEGRAM -- to Rev. Timothy S. Healy, S.J., President, Georgetown University
Matthew F. McNulty, Jr., Sc.D., Chancellor, Georgetown Medical Center

We are deeply disturbed to learn that Georgetown is allowing itself to be used by the
tobacco industry to sponsor a supposedly balanced scientific seminar on the health
effects of passive or involuntary smoking. We have learned that the seminar is being
funded by cigarette manufacturers and organized by their known paid consultants

without public acknowledgement.

We are concerned that reputable scientists, the public, and the press not be deceived
by this tactic of the tobacco industry -~ a strategy that the tobacco industry has used
before. Once again, the cigarette makers seek to obscure the truth about the serious

health consequences of passive smoking.

Although this seminar is purported to be an unbiased and legitimate opportunity for
clinicians to review the current data on passive smoking, it is difficult to believe that
the leaders of this conference, who have been supported by the cigarette manufacturers,

will be unbiased when writing up the results of the seminars.

We understand that a number of reputable scientists already have withdrawn from this
seminar upon learning of the tobacco industry's connection with it. Undoubtedly,

registrants would also withdraw if they were aware of the source of funding.

We urge you to cancelthis seminar or at the very least to publicly acknowledge to those

you are soliciting . the cigarette makers' support and their consultants' role.

Signed,

James A. Swomley
Managing Director
American Lung Association




