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By Andy McWhorter I Staff Reporter 

At the start of a new semester at The 
University of Alabama, autumn and foot­ 
ball are not the only things in the air. As 
a new freshman class embraces campus, 
the debate between the right to clean air 
and the right to smoke still remains. 
If the University were to implement 

such a ban, it would be joining a group 
of other state universities that have 
already taken similar measures. Auburn 
University recently banned all smoking 
on campus starting Aug. 21; Alabama 
State University's president, William 
Harris, recently banned the use of all 
tobacco products on campus and Troy 
University has been tobacco-free since 
August 2012. 
Zac McMillian, a junior majoring in 

management information systems, has 
been working toward a campus ban on 
smoking and tobacco products since his 
freshman year. 

"I was a First Year Council representa­ 
tive of Ridgecrest South, and someone 
asked, 'Do you think there's anything we 
can do about the ring of fire,' which is the 

courtyard out front where a lot of people 
smoke," McMi!lian said. "It kind of blew 
up to not only what we could do about 
Ridgecrest South, but what we could do 
about the entire campus." 
An attempt to pass a smoking ban in 

the SGA failed in the senate last spring. 
semester. McMillian said a small but 
vocal group of senators opposed the ban 
as a matter of rights. 
McMillian said he believes Auburn's 

new ban could make the difference for 
high school seniors deciding whether to 
attend Alabama or Auburn. 
"It puts pressure on The University 

of Alabama because generally, from a 
recruitment standpoint, people doirig 
college visits will go and visit Auburn 
or Alabama, and the next day go and 
visit the next college," McMillian said .. 
"As they're walking, especially by B.B. 
Comer and the Ferg where every student 
will walk, they walk through a cloud 
of smoke, and then the next day go to 
Auburn, and not a single person is smok­ 
ing. It might be a minor difference, but it 
could really affect how someone chooses 
their university." 

While most of the· other bans across 
the state were implemented by universi­ 
ty administrators, Alabama administra­ 
tors so far have not taken similar execu­ 
tive actions. 

"The deans and Dr. Bonner as well 
said they want to leave it up the students 
and the SGA," McMillian said. 
University spokeswoman Cathy 

Andreen said some campus organiza­ 
tions are still considering what action to 
take, if any. 

"The Faculty Senate; the SGA, the 
Professional Staff Assembly and other 
groups are currently evaluating whether 
they should recommend that the entire 
campus be smoke- and tobacco-free," 
Andreen said. 
The most recent data on smoking at 

the University comes from a spring 2012 
study. According to the study, about 
10 percent of UA students smoke. But 
McMillian said the number of smokers 
isn't the reason he is pursuing a ban. 

"The thing that kept me on the issue 
is not how many people smoke, but how 
smoking increases when they come to 
campus," McMillian said. 

111WHATTO KNOW 
CAMPUS SMOKING BANS 

AROUND THE STATE 

AUBURN: No smoking on campus 
... ASU: No tobacco use on campus 
TROY: No tobacco use on campus 

According to the study, about 6 per­ 
cent of students smoke when they are 
freshmen. When they are seniors, about 
16 percent do. 

"What we want to do is not necessari­ 
ly prevent people from smoking, but pre­ 
vent people from picking up the habit, 
which will affect them for the rest of 
their lives in a negative way," McMillian 
said. 
With the backing of many campus 

organizations and pressure from other 
universities, McMillian said he is hope- · 
ful a ban will come. 

Charity Sale & Silent Auctio·n. 
BUY for·R/SE 

Don't miss this great clearance sale from local retailers! 
All proceeds benefit the Rise School .. 
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Anna Kate & Co 
Baby Talk 
Bag 101 
Bartons Nursery & Gift 
BeTween 
Binion's 
Black Warrior Outdoors 
Bow Regards 
Canterbury Clothiers 
Christys , 
Downtown Baby 
Duet Art & Jewelry 
Effie's · 
Enchanting Casuals 
Everyday Indulgence 
Faucetts 
Fincher & Ozment Jewelers 
Forget Me Not 
Gildas Salon & Day Spa 
Gracefully Done 
Heidi's Interiors 
Hudson Poole Jewelers 
Katelvn's Korner 

Preview night & Silent Auction 
Friday, September 6th 5-8 PM 
Catered by FIG and Hoo's Q 

*Tickets for preview night 
available at the Rise School and 

Bow Regards 
$10 pre-sale tickets, $15 at the door 


