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. DISCOUNT INSURANCE RATES FOR MNON-SMOEETLS

HOWARD STREETER: Y“Goecd evenlng. sSurveys linking cancer with
cigarette smoking have falled to stem the hablt with thouszands of
people. They continue puffing awey, at times uhilnliing of the
possible health hezard, and occasiocnally perhaps. reflecting on the
economy of & budget without the usuel carton of cigerettes every
weelk, Whether it 1is the health hagard or the cccroay fhat lorces
one to quit smoking cannot be meesured exactly, prosuumebly a
caombinatlion of both. But the sconomy is plsying an important part --
moreso nowadays than in the past.

"And one &ree of saving money for a non-~smoker Lz 1n insureance,
Premiums ocan be bought et a discount. We'll have the story after
thie anncuncemsnt...

"Some amall insurence ccmpanlas begsn offering nonesmokers
batter rates on their policics sboubt twe yazrs apo. Now the offer
seems to be catching on. Life insurance compeniss vradltionally
charge highsr rates for some people ~- heslth risks, hesvy drinkers
or workers in dangerous Jebs. Eut non-amolizy ilnsurence means a
reward in terms of lower rates. Somo policles offer s 15 per cent
discount. Others pay added death benecribs end spoeinl dividends.
"pravis Wallace, president of .4k AfEN Lo Resepve, an
insuranca fimm in Dalles, Texas, offo-s Ehe non-amoler lnsurance.
Hs says he hes to hire an inspecticn ccapzny occaslonelly to make
sure an applicant tells the truth whor ha Gecleores himself a
non-smoker. But nine out of ten ere henes$. [is biggest problem,
says Wallace, 1s finding people whe do noti cmoke Some largo
insurance companios ars skepticzl sheout ths ponesmoker plen. New
York Life Insurance comment was that big insurencs companles would
probebly lose money trylng to write non-smolter policies. Thewe
soems to be a differcsnce in life spen of amnckers oud non-smokers,
but in terms of insurance dollers and ceubs, 4Lt lsn!'i too great.
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"Another problem mentloned by scme insurange maen is 1 you
chsrge the non-smolier less, do you have to chorge tho sacker more
to balence the cost? TFortuns (?7) Netionel Life Insvrance Company
of Msdison, Wisccansin says &Lt has uwrlifcn mora thsa one nmillion
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dollars in neon-gmeker insursnce sines January. The p i
discount averages 15 per ceant on cne non~smokor pollc Z
The applicent signs & statemant thet ke hac rnot sumoked eig
for two years, then hs ansuers soven quasticns ahovt RYGVE
smolking, if any. The company figures thab moot ople vh

stayed awey from clgarettes for two years eron tt go;nﬂ bacu.
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"gnother bonus is for mcderato clgse
also qualify for the ncne-smoler insuransa.
Insurance Ccmpany of Callfornia has been of
premium discount to non-smolicrg, including
There have been no fallures, & sSpolecmon &g
face, he went on to say, I bolicve tho plan
extra business, even amcng people &10 Smokg,

Pina gmeolkers who
zecuitive Life

3 & £ive por cent

vex ond pipe smckors.
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"The fact remeins therse sre 63 million Awsricens who smoke.
As for the po=sibllity of peoplc lying to the insurcngs man ebout
smokling, everycme tha saleaman approcachas, the ¢dds ere hotll be
a smoker, Bub as ons agtuary sereastically told en insuxanss
meeting leat yeer, tho nelghbﬁﬁﬂ ml ght be wlilling te furnish the
information ez they do in the caso of drinkors, Y
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