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Get your butts out
of Times Square

© Smoking ban will soon be extended to parks, beaches and pedestrian plazas
under mayoral plan © Most of Times Square to become a ne-smoking zone tpage 02}
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New class
warfare:
What is it?

O As debate over tax cuts gets
hot, definitions of middle class
get murky © Obama puts just
3% into upper crust {page 06}

L

Emotions at the
root of yawning

Researchers look
into why we just
can’t help but
catch others’
yawns {page 07}

Where do you think middle cliss
becomes upper class?

A: Above S60K B: Above $125K
C: Above 5250K €: Above S400K

. Text youranswer, A, B, Cor D, to 89800
e can in Time Square: fora chance to wina 5250 Visa gift card.
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Women
sue
bank

Three former
employees are
suing Goldman

The women say
they were denied
raises and

promotions
~given to male
workers. WeTro

9/11 messages
at auction

A 16-foot banner
that hung near
Ground Zero and
was signed with

messages by passers-

by is to be sold at a

Guernsey's auction

on Sept, 24. The

owner is a first

responder who is ill

with lung disease.
METRO

Mamn shoots
would-he
burglar

BROOKLYN. A Brooklyn man
shot an alleged burglar
who broke into his Mill
Basin home with an
accomplice early
yesterday. Retired teacher
Larry Goldstein, 62, shot
Alexander Manigat of Flat-
bush twice in the
abdomen and once in the
arm with a licensed hand-
gun, Manigat was in criti-
cal condition. @ METRO

8 hurt in
suspicious
Bronx fire

BRONX. Eight people were
hospitalized yesterday af-
ter a suspicious blaze tore
through a two-story build-
ing in the West Farms sec-
tion of the Bronx.
Firefighters rescued a two-
year-old boy and a 20-year-
old mother who were
found unconscious. The
child was in serious condi-
tion and his mother and
three other adults were in
critical condition after the
6 a.m. fire. One firefighter
was also seriously injured.
The fire, still under inves-
tigation, was started in the
basement. @& METRO

Five moxe
women
accuse man

NEW YORK. A man claiming
to be an accomplished
French-language TV jour-
nalist, initially charged
with rape, trespass and ha-
rassment in-

volving a July

incident with

a Russian

tourist in

Riverside

Park, was in-

dicted yesterday on
various sex crimes charges
against five more women,
according to reports.
Hugues-Denver Akassy, 42,
pleaded not guilty. A pros-
ecutor said that nearly 40
women had contacted the
district attorney’s office
about Akassy. @ METRO/AZ
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Smokers will be barred
from most of Times
Square, all of Central Park
and Coney Island’s board-
walk and beach under May-
or Michael Bloomberg's
plan to extend the smoking
ban to the city's 1,700
parks, 14 miles of public
beaches and public plazas.

“All of the science keeps
saying again and again that
second-hand smoke is not
quite as bad as if you
smoked yourself, but it is
bad enough,” he said.

Bloomberg’s 2003 bar-
andrestaurant  smoking
ban may have reduced the
number of smokers here by
350,000, but health officials
say nonsmoking New York-
ers are well above the na-
tional average in terms of
having elevated levels of
nicotine byproducts from
second-hand smoke (57 per-
cent compared to 45 per-
cent).
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» Constriction worker Scott Sriith, 44, of
ced with a cigarillo in hand yesterday, Unaware that it may soori be llegal to smokein the park.
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“Pll just sneak it in.
It’s like beer: You
can’tdrinkitin a
park, but people
find ways.”

PATRICK MAXWELL, 41, AN
OCCASIONAL SMOKER

The City Council is ex-
pected to introduce legisla-
tion today.to give NYPD
and parks enforcement the
power to slap smokers
with quality-oflife sum-
mons of roughly $50. But
Council Speaker Christine

' Worries that
government
going too far

New York is actually fol-
lowing the lead of Chica-
go and Los Angeles,
which implemented sim-
ilar bans three years ago.
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Quinn envisions citizens as
the first line. “This is large-
ly going to be enforced by
New Yorkers talking polite-
ly and in a dignified way to
other New Yorkers,” she
said.

“I don't mind it, really. I
hate smoking around peo-
ple” said pack-a-day smok-
er and Manhattan lawyer
Brian Fredericks, 31. “But
it is a slippery slope. A lot
of things are harmful

G. AMY ZIMMER

J amy.zimmer@metro.us

Some smokers said they
were sympathetic to the
plight of nonsmoXkers,
but many complained
about increasing govern-
ment interference.

“] pay my taxes and
deserve my liberties,”
said David Cruz, 51, a
copier technician who

All lit up and
owhere to go

© Mayor tells smokers to butt out of parks, beaches and pedestrian plazas
© ‘They’ll come after us in our homes, just watch,” one smoker fumes
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Charlotte, N.C.. is ift town for lis birthday and a-Cake concert in Central

75%

The amount of litter
on New York City

! beaches comprised

| of cigarette butts.

f Someone

3 t esitting within
three feet of a smoker

| outdoors is exposed
to similar levels of
indoor second-hand
smoke, health officials
said,

smokes one and a half
packs a day. “They’re try-
ing to force us to quit
with these bans and the
taxes. If we want to
smoke it should be up to
us. ... All these little laws,
I'vé had it. I'm going to
retire myself to Florida.”
@ METRO/AZ
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Smoke-free, Spit-free and Drama-free

Camel SNUS is the tobacco pouch perfected. Simply place one under youriip
and enjoy the bold refreshing flavor that's sold cold for ultimate fresiin

Camel SNUS —the ,-l~-£i- ires ailvours

WARNING: This productis not a
safe alternative to cigarettes.




