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Cig ‘cops’
Elvis' daughter Lisa Marie and actor Nicolas Cage and parks

got married in Hawali Saturday night.

Antl-smoking crusaders are moving outdoors,

In City Hall Park yesterday with Mayor Bloomberg,
ove ou en er they announced their new targets: parks and beaches,
They joined the mayor to help him promote a new bill
that would extend the ban on indoor smoking to all
restaurants, bars and company cars.

Bloomberg also went further — saying he'd like to
see smoking prohibited in tobacco shops.

B FULL STORY: PAGE 5
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BEAGH BUTT PATROL

Should smoking
be banned at

beaches and parks? _

Courtney
Shedd, 25,
student,

¥ Atlanta
“I think it's ridic-
ulous not to be
able to smoke
outside in a park
or beach.”

Brookiyn
"It's an open-air
situation. Others
are not going to

“| think it makes
sense in a com-
munai environ-
ment not to
smoke."

“it's not like
there’s a cloud of
. smoke hanging
around me. Peo-

ple should be
able to smoke
out there.”

(right) may soon have to go smokeless it Mayor Bloomberg gets his way.

WHAT A DRAG: Coney Island sun-lover Adrian Scha[demann (left) and Bryam Park backgammon player Gabriel Shehebar

Edwine Saymour (leh): Sleven Hirsch

No-smoking crusaders eye seaside & parks

By DAVID SEIFMAN
City Hall Bureau Chief

Anti-smoking advocates who
convinced Mayor Bloomberg to
propose a tough new law ban-
ning butts in bars, company cars
and all restaurants have already
zeroed in on their next targets:
parks and beaches.

“Our parks don’t allow alco-
holic beverages. Our parks don’t
allow dogs in a lot of them. They
don't allow loud music. But they
still allow smoking,” said Joe
Cherner, the city’s leading anti-
smoking spokesman.

“Eventually, after this legisla-
tion, we would like to see
smoke-free beaches and smoke-
free parks addressed.”

Cherner was one of two dozen
people who joined the mayor in
City Hall Park vyesterday to
promote a bill extending the
city’s smoking ban to bars, billi-

The Pataki administration is coming under fire for
failing to collect up to $250 million a vear in ciga-
rette taxes from salés mede by Native Americans
and out-of-state sellers.

State comptroller and gubernatorial candidate
Carl McCall is expected to blast Pataki al 2 press
conference today and say he failed (o enforce laws
that would allow the state to collect taxes on ciga-
rettes sold to New Yorkers by out-of-state retailers
or Indian tribes.

“We are very interested in this issue,” a McCall
spokesman sai

McCall wants to publicly berate Pataki for failing
to enforce the Sl-year-old Jenkins Act, o federal law
that requires cigaretie shippers to supply informa-
tion to state and local tax authorities &out their

customers. This disclosure would allow states to
collect revenues from buyers.

Local convenience-store owners are also fuming
about the non-enforcement of the act because they
say they can’t compete with the reservations’ prices
— roughly half the price of smokes in the city.

“New York is doing nothing to pursue this right
now, while other states have — with some degree of

“success,” said James Calvin, presidant of the New

York Association of Convenience Stores,

Native American tobacco sellers say the Jenkins
Act does not apply to them. But some legal experts
disagree and say the sellers are only allowed to sell
tax-free to their own tribe members without report-
ing sales. Al Guart

ard and bingo parlors, all restau-
rants, outdoor .cafes, city vehi-
cles and company cars if a single
occupant objects.

Bloomberg even suggested that
smoking be outlawed in tobacco
shops.

“If people work there, it
shouldn't be allowed,” he said,

shops.

apparently unaware that his new
bill specifically excludes those

The mayor gave up smoking
nearly 20 years ago — sources
said he favored “tipped” cigars
— and, by his words and deeds
in recent days, he's made it clear,
he’s on a crusade to stamp out

the nicotine habit in New York.

Last week, he called smokers
“crazy.” Yesterday he added
“stupid.”

Upping the ante, Bloomberg
then warned, “It's not hard to see
someday some child suing their
parents if the child comes down
with cancer. That’s probably

going to happen.”
Philip Morris, the cigaretie
giant headquartered here, was

singled out for attick by James
Oddo, the City Council Republi-
can leader.

“This battle is about us and
Philip Morris, and what they're
trying to do to New Yorkers,”
said Oddo.

Brendan McCormick, a Philip
Morris spokesman, responded
that the new bill was far too re-
strictive, especially for small
businesses, and hoped the coun-

cil would keep an open mind,
Hlnomberﬁ suggested the anti-
smoking bill was a done deal,

mentioning  assurances he had
from Council Speaker Gifford
Miller.

But Miller's top aide, Forrest
“Taylor, criticized the mayor for
discl # private discussion
and merely committed to “a full
and fair hearing at the appropri-
ate time.”
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Richard
Johnson

With Paula Froelich
and Chris Wilson

Dimple sweetly

MARTHA Stewart is spend-
ing megabucks on lawyers and
publicists, but conservative
guru Lucianne Goldberg his
some [ree advice for the domes-
tic diva. “It looks highly likely
that [Stewart] will be hauled be-
fore a Senate committee,” Gold-
berg writes on her Web site,
lucianne.com. “To avoid this,
perhaps she should show up,
dimple sweetly, say she meant
no harm, cry prettily and dare
the big, mean, old men to pick
on her. Blondes have been doing
it for centuries. It works,” notes
blonde Goldberg.

Just asking

WHICH Upper East Side plas-
tic surgeon — who's had a few
too many procedures himself —
was seen doubling up on goodie
bags at Bridgehampton Polo on
Saturday. At halftime, the doctor
and his trampy  girlfriend
seemed to leave, taking the per-
fume-laden bags to their car. But
then they came back for seconds
... WHICH half of a Hollywood
power couple used to shave her
hairline to give herself a higher
forehead? Once she married into
real money, she had it perma-
nently lasered.

Farrell is feral

OH, to be Colin Farrell
(above). The skirt-chasing stud
— currently tormenting Tom
Cruise in “Minority Report” —
is going to have to hire an assist-
ant to keep track of all the beau-
liful women who want to date
him. In recent weeks, Farrell has
heen spotted with Playboy DPlay-
mate Nicole Narain, Maybelline
model Josie Maran and. a babe-
alicious brunette named Susan
he brought to the premiere of
“The Sum of All Fears.” Now
comes word Farrell has been
spotted all over [.A. with
Maeve the ex-wife of
Tom Sizemore. Farrell ended
his four-month marriage to ac-
tress Amelia Warner last No-
vember.

Nicole’s dumb-ash stun

THE former son-in-law of televised train
wreck Anna Nicole Smith says her latest
stunt mocks the memory of the man who left
her millions.

Sunday might’s installment of El's “Anna
Nicole Show" featured Smith and her law-
yer, Howard K. Stern, parading through
her newly decorated Pepto Bismol-pink
house carrying an urn full of the late J. How-
ard Marshall’s ashes.

The ashes — which were fiercely litigated
over, then abandoned — have a long, dis-
turbing history.

“This is a painful issue for all of us who
knew and loved my father,” Marshall’s son,
E. Pierce Marshall, declares. “Ilmmediately
after his death, Smith tried to block our at-
tempts to carry out my father’s final wishes
that his bady be cremated in acc¢ordance
with his Quaker beliefs,

“Smith spent so little time with my father
that she had no idea he was a Quaker and
that he wanted his remains cremated.”

Eventually the family had its way and
blocked Smith's plans for a burial, But then
there was a fight over who would get cus-
tody of the ashes. The dispute was settled b
dividing the cinders of the billionaire in half.

But then Smith let the urn holding her half
of Marshall languish in a Houston funeral
home for over five years, One of her lawyers
finally claimed them after Smith feared it
would become an issue in her bid for her
husband’s estate.

“Her conduct and the conduct of her attor-
ney is reprehiensible,” E, Pierce states. “Any-
one who had anything to do with the pro-
duction of this segment of the program
should be ashamed of themselves. I think the
public will conclude that this plus-sized
model and her lipstick-covered attorney
don’t have an ounce of decency or eredibil-
ity between them.”

He adds, “I am thankful the public is fi-
nally getting to see the real Amna Nicole

]

Smith and not the phony image Ber -
neys have tried to create in the meédias Like
the late Sen. Joe McCarthy, media e
will eventually be her undoing.” J

So far, however, the public loves Anna
Nicole's antics. Her show debuted to record-
setting numbers, notching over 4 million
viewers “— making it the highest-rated real-
ity series debut in cable history, as well as
E's top-rated show ever,

In March, the federal judge who awarded
the former stripper $88 million described
her as an often-depressed Marilyn Monroe
wannabe who spends money at a breathtak-
ing pace and whose “illiteracy is striking.”

As reported by Court TV's thesmoking-
gumcom, U.S, District Court Judge David
Carter wrote about Smith's inability to write
checks: "Examples are too numerous Lo
chronicle but inclide writing ‘$23.00" mean-
ing $2,500 and ‘$4500,00' meaning $4,500 —
she testified she had trouble with zeros.”

™
e

E, FREBZE !
PUT JOUR

THROW
HANDS TN THE AR ¢

OWN Y?UR

B 525
ST
Yy

Sightings
THE Sultan of Brunei sending
over five methuselahs of Cristal

— $20,000 apiece, and each the
equivalent of eight bottles — to

Sean “Puffy” Combs’ table at
Les Caves du Roi nightclub as a
welcome to St. Tropez

ALAN Hevesi at the Hamptons
housewarming party of his may-
oral race rival Mark Green,
then checking out the polo with

has zero.”

. [ l [
Let sleeping dogs lie
ACE Esquire writer Tom Junod would like to give a beating
to Stuff magazine editor Greg Guifeld. “I'd like to kick his
[bleep] and would if given the chance,” Junod told one reporter.
After Junod wrote in the July issue of Esquire about putling his
dog to sleep, Gutfeld commissioned a three-panel comic strip.
The first shows Junod's dog thinking, “Why doesn't Esquire just
ut this sap out of his misery? He writes long, tedious pieces of
ﬁackneycd. stream-of-unconsciousness drivel.” In the second
panel, the panicked pet thinks: “Wait a minute ... T think he
plans to put me to sleep and turn me into turgid
copy!"™ The third panel shows Junod wearing a
gas mask, reading his overwrought 1998 pro-
file of Fred Rogers to the unconscious ca-
nine. PAGE SIX couldn't get Junod on the
phone, but a mag spokeswoman said, “He
put his other dog to sleep on Friday and he
doesn't give a [bleep] about Stuff maga-
zine." For real? "He had two dogs. Now he

publisher Jason Binn, and a
Hamptons magazine party at the
Star Room -.. GEORGE Lucas,
Rob Reiner and Francis Ford
Coppola backstage at “Hair-
spray” Friday night to congratu-
late the cast ... JULIA Stiles
celebrating the closing night of
“Twelfth Night” at Cale DeVille
on Third Avenue.

We hear . . .

THAT Sheryl Crow will per-
form at the VH1/Self magazine
“Rockbodijes” party tonight at
Eyebeam studios, while guests
receive complimentary mani-
cures, makeovers and hair styl-
ing ... THAT Arnold Schwar-
zenegger has loaned his
motorcyele for today's opening
of the new Kiehl's store in Santa
Monica, where Elizabeth Tay-
lor, who washes her dog with
the firm’s shampoo, is expected
to stop by ... THAT Mark
Wahlberg gave his new manng-
auin girlfriend, Heidi, a birth-

ay party at his house last week.

Porn & pinhead

“XXX” bombshell Asia Ar-
gento (above) has a racy alter-
ego she calls "Silver Gems." "It's
my porno name;" she told Web-
ster Hall curator Baird Jones at
the action flick’s premiere the
other night. “Everyone should
have a porno name, You take a
variant of your last name and
add your pet's. Argento means
silver in Italian. My dog’s name
was Gem.” She also explained
why co-star Vin Diesel shaves
his head: “To make it look big-
ger. He thinks he has a small
head.”
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“POSTOPINION

RN FURTHER REFLECTION, IT 16 Ros5IBLE THAT T USED UNORTHODOXK ACCOUNTING FRINGIPLES
IN REFORTING M GRADES ON RECENT HOMENCRK ASSIGNMENTS. ?

More Greenbacks
From Greenspan?

OT one in a thousand

powered cash. .

economic talking . There are several varia-
heads  understands LAWRENCE bles at play here. The pub-
that the true role of KUDLOW lic is: showing a high de-
the Federal Reserve is to |ISenwsssssaamss mand for cash balances,

control the basic money supply. Call it
what you want: the monetary base, Fed-
eral Reserve credit, Reserve Bank credit,
or the consolidated balance sheet of the
Federal Reserve system, Or just call it
plain ol' high-powered cash. That’s the
Fed’s business. )

Sure, Alan Greenspan has convinced a
lot of people that the Fed’s job is to tinker
with interest rates. But that's a false per-
ception., The market sets the rates — not
the central bank. The only rate the Fed-
eral Reserve controls is the discount rate,
which is the rate at which it
temporarily loans reserves to
member banks.

The basic policy rate —
aka. the federal funds rate
that TV and radio economists
track as closely as their pori-
folios — is in fact heavily in-
fluenced by the Fed. But to a
large extent this rate, too, is
set by the supply and demand
forces for overnight bank re-
serves (or, again, plain ol
money). This is known as the
federal funds market. The in-
teraction of reserves supplied
by the Fed and the reserves
demanded by the banking
system actually set the price of overnight
money, which we all call the fed funds
rate. .

The Fed adds or subtracts reserves —
or ‘money — in order to stabilize the fed
funds target rate, which has been held at
1.75 percent since last November. Right
now, as the recovery has hit a soft patch,
declining bank demands for reserve mon-
ies are probably inducing the Fed to re-
move cash from the econonty in order to
keep the fed funds rate Ste:{di}1 at 1.75 per-
cent; exactly what they shouldn't be
doing. This interest-rate target only
slows the monetary lever and removes
stimulus from the economy, And it's ab-
solutely the wrong time for the Fed to be
removing stimulus,

In a free economy like ours, the public
determines where the money goes —
checking accounts, money-market funds,
savings accournts, investments, or the
stock market, But recently all these de-

hangs on

mand-side measures of money have
slowed in tandem with the Fed's less ac-
commuodative supply of - high-

Greenspan:

itself a symptom of Investor-risk aver-
sion. There's a corporate credif crunch
that-has caused a shrinkage of balance
sheets and market capitalizations. And
we are tending toward deflation,

Over the past three months, wholesale
prices of consumer goods have fallen by
2.3 percent, autos by 3 percent, capital
goods by 11 percent, and computers by 20
percent, all at annual rates. Overall, the
producer price index has fallen 2 percent,
- If these falling price trénds continue, it
will be difficult for profit margins to hold
up. These margins had been
improving for hearly a year,
but they are beginning to nar-
row once again, an ominous
sign for the stock market. It’s
also a negative for corporate
cash flow. Businesses faced
with high real interest ex-
penses need to cover burden-
some ‘debt; -and they need
cash to do so.

Obviously, it’s time for the
Fed to loosen up and get
more money into the pipe-
line. And how should the Fed
do this? When the Federal
Reserve  meets  today, it
should drop the target for the
federal funds interest rate, allowing the
Fed’'s open market desk to buy more
Treasury bills and inject more cash into
the financial system. Remember, it's the
cash injection that’s important — not the
level of the fed funds rate.

Some commentators scoff at the pro-
posal to lower the fed funds rate by a

uarter or half of a percent. But they miss
the point. The key is liguidity, which is in
short supply, In a softening economy, the
only way the Fed can pump up liquidity
is by dropping its target rate,

And investors should not judge the Fed
through interest rates alone, Instead they
should wateh gold, commodities, and the
interest rate differences among Treasury
securities, If these indicators are rising,
then the Fed is doing its job to stabilize
domestic prices and foster economic

owth, Yet today, all of these indicators
which Alan Greenspan would be wise to
follow, too) confirm the slowdown in
high-powered money.

At today's meeting, let's hope the Feds

Growth
Feds’ cash.

- loosen up their polioy. The real way., ...,

Drink, Bet — But
Don’t Light Up!

N New York City you

can get almost every-

thing with your food,

from Russian floor
shows to topless dancing
to sadomasochism (at the Marquis de
Sade-inspired eatery La Nouvelle Jus-
tine). The only thing you won't be able
to get, if Mayer Bloomberg has his
way, is @ cigaretie.

Following a national trend — pio-
neered by California, Vermont, Dela-
ware and Utah — Bloomberg wants to
ban smoking in all the city's bars and
restaurants. You know what they say
— as goes Utah, so goes Manhattan,
What Naked City sophisticates have in
common with Salt Lake City Mormons
is a bluenose Puritanism when it
comes to smoking, which is becoming
one of the most hated vices of the lib-
eral set, falling somewhere between
racism and SUV-driving,

How this happened is a
bit of & mystery: At some

oint, tobacco went from

eing associated with jazz
musicians  and  Native
Americans  (both  wvery
noble), to dishonest execu-
tives and the Marlboro
Man (both very bad). Cru-
sading against smoking also
offers an opportunity for a
morality-free  Puritanism,
since there’s nothing per se
wrong with smoking ex-
cept  that eventually it
might make you sick. b

It's not like gambling (New York
state runs a thriving lottery), which
you can consider wrong only if you
make a moral judgment about people
receiving unearned rewards.

Or like abortion (freely available in
New York with no limitation), which
you can consider wrong only if you
place a moral value on unborn life.

Bloomberg, typical of anti-smokin
crusaders, happens alse to be a mora
libertarian. Tﬂe only problem he
would likely have with, say, teenagers
having sex is that one of the ermcrs
might want to smoke afterward,

As other Sro—prn]:ibitima politicians
have around the country, Bloomber
justifies his ban as a public-healt
measure — bartenders and waitresses
shouldn’t be subjected to the dangers
of second-hand smoke. )

But the hazards of this smoke are
murky. A court slapped down the En-
vironmental Protection Agency a few
years ago when It declared that “envi-

o e

A N.Y. no-no: Butts,
even at the bar. or

ronmental tobacco

smoke”  killed 3,000

RICH ‘Americans annually.
LOWRY  whatever the case, we're

talking about a sliver of a
public-hieath problem.

New York City doesn't have figures
on bartenders and waitresses who
have fallen ill because of cigarette
smoke. But nearly 700 people a year
die in the city of cirrhosis of the liver.
Maybe Bloomberg should crack down
on drinking? Nearly 2,000 people a
year (die DF AIDS. Maybe Bloomberg
should discourage homosexual sex?

The fact is that sometimes we
choose pleasures — smoking, drinking,
gay sex — that aren't good for us. So
what?

Around the country, opponents of
smoking bans have argued that they
would cost restaurants business, This
seems a false worry. Since
the 1998 smoking ban, Cali-
fornia  restaurants  have
continued to grow, Increas-
ing sales 9.3 pereent in
2000.

The case against the
smoking rohibitions
should instead be based on
freedom. Is getting to-
gether with friends to
smoke over a meal such a
noxlous activity that it
should — like taking heroin
exposing  yoursell in

public — be banned out-
right?

Are people so childish that they can't
fipure out for themselves whether to
take “the risk” of sharing a cigarette
over a ca[il?uccmu? .

Is the LLS, cconomy so restrictive
that bartenders and waitresses who
don't want to work in a smoky envi-
ronment can't pick themselves up and
get a job elsewhere? )

Do we really need the government to
tell us, as the New York law proposes,
exactly where and in what cireum-
stances ashtrays can be displayed?

The answers are all “no" — unless
you, like Bloomberg and so many oth-
ers across the country, have become a

- morality-free Puritan.

In New York City, soon enough, you
will be able to get a lap dance al al-
most any hour of the day, at any num-
ber of strip clubs — provided, of
course, that you don't commit the off-
ense of smoking. o :

E-mail: comments.lowry@
nationalreview.com

The Big Apple Garries On

ways  considered
themselves to have
one advantage over the
rest of the country:
They are at the center of the universe.
There is nothing else that would ex-
plain their eagerness to pay megabuck
rents for shoe boxes or their relative
obliviousness to noise, smog, petty
crime, traffic and a host of other nui-
sances. They are all Frank Sinatra
singing “New York, New York” with
its immortal, “If I can make it there, I'll
make it anywhere,” which becomes an
almost indelible part of subconscious,
1t is the palpable energy of 8 million
souls competing, hating and loving
each other in'the “ongoing argument”

EW Yorkers have al- '
L4 1]

¥

Vi
ARNOLD
AHLERT

R MDA S T T S

that is the essence of
New York City life.
There is one small
problem however: New
Yorkers are still griev-
ing over Sept. 11, and this has colored
their thinking over what to do with
Ground Zero, While it is necessary to
honor those who ‘perished, it is far
more important to remember the old-
est, most painful, yet undeniable cliché
of human existence: Life goes on.
What has been destroyed must be
rebuilt; not just the Twin Towers, but
lives as well, Not out of disrespect to
the dead, but precisely to honor who
they were: New Yorkers who lived
and died at the center of the universe.
E-mail: ahlert@mindspring.com
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