
 

 

 
 

                       May 30, 2012 

 

Nancy Brown 

Chief Executive Officer 

American Heart Association 

7272 Greenville Avenue 

Dallas, Texas 75231 

 

Dear Ms. Brown, 

 

We at TobaccofreeRx are concerned that the American Heart Association is contributing to 

tobacco use by continuing its relationship with Walgreens.  TobaccofreeRx is a national group of 

pharmacists, pharmacy school and medical school faculty, pharmacy students, nurses, 

physicians, attorneys, and health advocates that was organized in 2010 to end the sale of tobacco 

products in pharmacies. 

 

Walgreens promotes itself as a partner in the fight against heart disease by sponsoring the AHA’s 

Heart Walk and by donating money to your organization.  It is listed among the “Heart and 

Stroke Champions” in your annual report.   However, Walgreens profits by selling the leading 

avoidable cause of heart disease, stroke, and peripheral vascular disease in thousands of 

drugstores nationwide.   

 

Thus, any contribution to cardiovascular health made by Walgreens’ partnership with the AHA 

pales in comparison to the devastation caused by its daily sale of cigarettes.  Tobacco sales 

represent a clear and profound conflict of interest acknowledged even by the pharmacy 

corporations.  The American Heart Association should send a strong message back to Walgreens 

that it is completely unacceptable to claim to promote heart health while also selling tobacco 

products.   

 

The AHA has a publicly available policy statement on tobacco sales in pharmacies, but it has not 

acted in accordance with that statement.  Simply put, by accepting Walgreens’ handout, and by 

turning a blind eye to the cigarette sales in thousands of Walgreens drugstores across the United 

States, the American Heart Association does more harm than good. 

 

Ms. Brown, we call on you and the American Heart Association to take the long overdue action 

of ending ties with Walgreens and other pharmacy corporations that sell tobacco products. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Vinayak Jha, MD 
 

Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine 

The George Washington University Medical Faculty Associates  

2150 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20037 



 

 

This letter to Nancy Brown, CEO of the American Heart Association, has been individually co-

signed by all members of the Board of Advisors of TobaccofreeRx, as follows.  Statement of 

our professional affiliation does not necessarily constitute endorsement by our respective 

institutions. 

 

 

Alan Blum, MD,  

Gerald Leon Wallace Endowed Chair in 

Family Medicine 

University of Alabama 

Director, University of Alabama Center for 

the Study of Tobacco and Society 

Tuscaloosa, Alabama 

 

Lisa Causey-Streete, JD 
Attorney, Salim-Beasley, LLC 

Natchitoches, Louisiana 

 

K. Michael Cummings, PhD, MPH 
Professor, Department of Psychiatry & 

Behavioral Sciences 

Co-leader, Tobacco Research Program 

Hollings Cancer Center  

Medical University of South Carolina 

Charleston, South Carolina 

 

Bob Gordon, MPH  
Project Director 

California LGBT Tobacco Education 

Partnership 

San Francisco, California 

 

Laura Gube, PharmD candidate 
College of Pharmacy 

University of Illinois at Chicago 

Chicago, Illinois 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen Hudmon, DrPH, MS, RPh 
Professor of Pharmacy Practice 

Purdue University College of Pharmacy 

West Lafayette, Indiana 

 

Paul Jungnickel, Ph.D., R.Ph.  
Professor and Associate Dean for Academic 

and Student Affairs 

Auburn University Harrison School of 

Pharmacy 

Auburn, Alabama 

 

Patrick Malone, JD 
Principal Attorney, Patrick Malone and 

Associates, P.C. 

Washington, DC 

 

Judy Rightmyer, RN, BSN, MA  
Director, Capital District Tobacco-Free 

Coalition 

Albany, New York 

 

Elizabeth Sullivan, PharmD candidate  
College of Pharmacy 

University of Illinois at Chicago 

Chicago, Illinois 

 

Ashley Weems, PharmD  

Tuscaloosa, Alabama 

 

D.J. Wilson, JD 
Tobacco Control Director 

Massachusetts Municipal Association 

Boston, Massachusetts 
 

 

 

 


