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Smokers are Getli ngfm&’

No wonder! Lung cancer is on the increase and authorities point to smoking
as a major “suspect.” Here's the grim story and what you can do about it.

By ROY NORR

TLALUSATHRATOR, WOANAN EENTYON

the strong. silent men of the organized mucous lining of the mouth, nose and throat, or that it ag-
om vates hoarseness, coughing. chronie bronchitis and ton-

is accepted without argument that smoking is for-

narcotics—and tobacco is one—during this of anxiety, Hhh“ﬂrlﬁkuddludﬂululuuihﬂ"
the cigarette industry has had a Geld day. It reached a  interferes with normal digestion; that it contracts the blood
. heart rate, raises the blood pressure.
.“pruﬂ-m‘-ﬂhimuﬂlr’l I many involvements of heart disease—the greatest killer
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Wimder, in bhus most recent oheervs-
cer Prevention,” April 10, 1952), bas
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bronchogenic cancers that might de-

kept from md-c-durmm 1930 to 19507

ir.pmunbh as the number of cigarettes consumed in the tions (“Some Practical Aspects of Can-

hree decade: a curtain of velop as the result of the tremendous
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this statement: “There b still consid-
erable dispute as to what part smoking
may play in the development of cancer
o the lung. When sufficient information
i available on the subpect to muke a
pcmhw.- stalement mﬂh‘l; ll‘ 113 "A-'in
e made. This will require & period of
yoedry b ascertain,”

Nothing could better serve the 1o-
bacco imdustry than for the cigaretie-
cancer problem to be put in deep freeze
for five years, while medical bureau-
cvaly guwail the result of further “evien-
mive rurvegs | Meanwhile, the cam-
pagns loy cigarette addiction would

conitinue on the air. The “testimonialiar™

would reign supreme. The “Ductor”
on the televivion soreen could il
prescribe his cigarettes as a remedy for
Smoker's Cough And the hockster
sweould continue to blite the American
Family with fake medical elaims.

For the next fve years thousands of
our youth will be inducted into the
army of the doomed . to-die-agonizingly,
as is the way of lung cancer, because
“no sction can be taken until the [acts
are known™! Man knows as little as he
did one hundred years ago of the mye-
tery of cell growth gone on a rempage.
which is cancer. Bul we do know mauch
of the pouible, and even probable
causes of the disease, contributory or
direct, in many of the forms which
cancer takes.

THE persstent inertia of medical
bureaucracy has helped the tobacco
inchustry obscure the truth. The tender
.ndp betwreen the medical hier-
archy the cigarette makers has
been evident through many vears. The
"Iubh- af the profession, the Journal
of the American Medscal Association,
in its advertising pages, way glad 1o
accept Dorothy Lamour as an author.
ity on cigarette "mildness”, o present
the claim that “not & single case of
throat irritation was due to smoking—";
and until recently to feed 160,000 dog-
vorn with the false claims of 1 cigarette
“proved definitely and measurably less-
frvitating to the throat.”

Apparently, however, the AMA has
taken another look at the proldem. lis
outgoing ! in 8 communication
last February disclosed to this writer
that the decinon of its trustees, made
two years ago, to “eliminate health
claims in cigarettes” in the advertinng
pages of the Journal was at last being
put into effect. The rule had been held
in abeyvance, because it was felt that
“forced radical change in the advertis-
ing” might influence certain pending
action before the Federal Trade Cm
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mission.” That was the explanation!

It is a tragic thought that the risk
of hang cancer through cigaretie addic.
tion should be many Hmes multiplied
by the comfort and aid which the
cigarette habit has received from or-
ganized medical sources.

Few cancer authonties whom this
writer has interviewed have any doukbs
that a new educational campaign, o
organized. with the help of independ.
ent medical opinion, the public health
forces of the nation, educators, parent.
teacher associations, ministerial e,
amvd women t clibs, would save untald
thousands of hves

A “Prevent Cancer!” ecampaign to
face up o I'hq_- therat of tobascco i
evervone's business. You can help ton

Firsi, alevt the public fo the danger.
The more people who point to the
medical fact that tobacco smoking is
listed “among the recognized and
suspect smarces. of cancer of the re.
spiratory tract, the more headway pre-
vention will make, Even il you canl
do anvihing else. vou can do this much.

Second, stop the jake testimonials.
Those 800,000 adolewents who are
wearly fmitisted into smoking are cap-
tured largely by Hollvwood and radio
favorites, stage and opera stars, who
beg and cajole themn to try their brands,
They represent all that is glamour,
popularity and success to their youth-
ful followings. Legislation that would
declare any health testimonial hought
and paid for as patently insancere and
therefore fraudulent advertising, would
put the testimonal mills operating
openly in Hollywood and New York
out of business

Third, rip off the mask from ciga-
refte claima. Arthur Codirey challenges
his lsteners: “1 don't know what vou
smioke, but why don't vou trv to Bod
out what's in your cigaretie? You'd be
surprised.”

Y‘JU weoslel dmileed i o ke that
more than one hondeed  adalterants
have been usedd during the vears in the
process of tobacen manulacture, and,
that one — diethylene glycol - consid-
ered not harmful when used as & mois-
tening agent in cagarcttes, killed more
than one hundred people when wsed
a5 3 swlvent in & promsing ~medicine.”

Yes, the public i entitled to full dis-
closure! Legislation requiring that the
chemicaly added be clearly stated on
every package of cigarettes is long
averdue.

Fourth, beeak the stranglehold of
the tobaren hurkster on the peopde’s
air. The greatest smoke barrage ever
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hurled at the American public has been
with the help of television, You can't
turn on your TV set without being told
hivwe to cure sore throat by switching
your brand. Switch o what? Ta
smooth, rich, ripe, roasted or toasted
golden tobaceo? No more damaging
myth has ever been foisted on the
public mind! The real commodity
which the cigarette people sell is smoke
=a dry, destructive distillate of tobacen
leaves lurgely composed of carbon di-
n:.pr!r, carbon monoxide, micotine, am-
monia, formaldehyde, furfural, tan
i.bd lﬂu‘l'hll: anl].

When it comes to smoke, half -truths,
misleading assertions, iRsincene compar-
atives and fravdulent claims are cheer-
fully tolerated in television. The public
responsibality whach the networks have
sureendered to the il:ﬂ:-[m LICEIER i
no better stated than in their industry
codde and their own company regula-
tons which read:

“A telranon broadeaster should, in
recognition of his responaibility to the
puhtic, refuse the facilities of hiv sa-
tinn fo an advertiser where he has good
reason o doubt the integrily of the
advertiser and the truth of his adver-
tisning represenlations. ., Testimonials
munt refleet the authenticated srper-
ence of competent living witnewes

. When dramatized commercials are
weed that imolve stotements by doe.
tors, dentirts, nurses, the lines must be
reail by members of Hese profesmons,
recifing actnal cxpenenceg . . . No
consicleration of expediency should be
permitied to impmnge upon the vital
respeenibility  towards children  and
adolescents which is inherent in pele
wrnen.

If cigarettes cannot be promoted
with truth and restraint. if broadeast.
ing &5 to neglect the pablic goesd, then
the sole recourse of the citizenty bs
Congressional action.

Tell vour Congressman, and your
locul radio and television stations!

There could be no finer crusade than
the iracking down through research of
the evil spant of cancer i the mmense
charkmvess i which it still hies, Bur while
that is going on, we dare nnt neglect
prevention, where the Light s hoghr,
It makes sense to try (o prevent what
climical evidence indicates as prevent-
.IIIII' Calel Ty, .-\.liu.lrl.u the arims i W hlrll
this prastlality iy grentest are the enitic
cul areas of lung cancer, mouth cancer,
throat cancer.

To conltinue to ignore the mapor
1|“|lﬁrfrd cavse=the exceisne use ol
cigareties —would be one of the black-
est sl crames of our day,



