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The most hated person
in tobacco coitrel

Why is Ira Sharenow shunned by ‘people |
who get paid to do what he does better?

Paul Soglin has cotipared him to Joe Me. -

Carthy. Ald, Sue Baumap publicly ad-
.monished him to “get a Iife.” Madison
Magazing, In naming Sharenow one of the
city’s 25 most influential people, called him
“Madison's most notorious anti-smoking
zeglot." And Badger Liquor, 402 Steia S, put
an ad In lte window hawking 101-proof “Buck:
shol Wild West Liguer" [sic): "It definitely
helps me feel better, along with the realiza-
tion that things could be worse—I could have
turned out ke Ira Sharenow...." Har har,
But If yoy really want lo find people who
ham:u Eharenow—who deep down desplse
him-—1a1k to the people who get pald to do
something about smoking, :

lr ra Sharenow takes & 1ot of knocks. Mayor

Last week, 1 called Bl McCracken, execu-

tive vice president of the Amerlcan Cancer
Sotlety's Wisconsln Divislon, to ask gbout
Sharenow, Betsy Zera, the group's PR flak,
called back with an acld “No comment.”

What about Sharenow's success In helping -

bah smoking at the UW-Madlson, the City-
County Ruilding and Madison restaurants,
ond his work on youth-access enfurcement,
all 1ssues on which the state Cancer Soclety
(1994 budget: $7.7 million), his been a virtual
nohplayer? “No comment.” :

1'm tha most hated person in tobaceo con- |

trol," asserts Sharerfow, “I'm an activist. 1

speak out. What I do leads to change.”
harenow says Rich Yoast, director of Pro-

Ject ASSIST, a federally fandey anti-tobacco

pr;{lgﬁ‘im run by the state (1635 budget; §1.5 .
m

1om), "once told me to grovs up and geta
Job" (Yoast, who calls Sharenpw "“one of the
mast effective activists in thy nation," de.

' fends his group's declsion nat to support -

Sharenow's work: “Wa don't flund Individu-

als,") Dr. Pat Remington, the state's chief . -

iedical offlcar, purportedly urged Shavonow
to steﬂ bloéd plasma for funds. 3

'Why 1§ it Ira Shavenow all the time?" asks

Shéarenow, “It's Ira Sharenow, lva Sharehow,

lrai'JSharehow, because there's no one else.
Yo

have to ask: Why Is there no one else?"

Sinm becowming an anliltobaoco activistin

1990, Sharenow higs ?ut in thousands of hours
of work. He has received no fundingfronm any
quarter, slncl pays for all costs out of pocket.
“T work at minus $1 ah hour,™ he says, “It's
worse than slavery,” * :

In recent motiths, Sharenow haé curtalled .

his activism because he just can’t affovd It.
“In ordet to continue, I need sopne Runding,”

harenbw's appeals for help have been
spyrmed by the Amerlcan Capcer Soclely,
Anjerican Lung Assoclation, and Amerlcan
Heart Assoctation, All three, he notes, wre prk

marlly “fund-ralsing organizations, not ad- .

vocacy groups.” (Gov, Tormuny Thompaon has
helped ralse money for the American Cancer
Soglety; Is it any wonder the group djdn't
speak out when Thompgon vetoad a proposed
ban on smoking in the new Brewers stadium

on grounds that Milley Brewlnx.'asubald_iary ;

of Phillp Morris, obhjected?) At Hmes, says
Sharenow, these gr%u have worked with
tobpeco-industry lobbyists to pass Jeglalation
sought by elgarette compantes. J

In contrast to Bharenow, Yoast makes
$50,063 8 ysar to run Project ASSIST, which
hu.{ a $6.5 million, elghtyear federal grant

and a stated gaal of reducing teen emoking In
Wisconain by more than 40%. In fact, studies
show that teen smoking In Wisconsin and
Dane County, which has a Profect ASSIST-
funded program celled Tobacco-Free Dane
County, is on the rise,

. “They've clearly fafled at what they sald
they would do, despite the mf{lllons ¢f dollarg
they spend on meetings with each other,”
saya Sharenow. (“It's a tough battle,” re-
sponds Yoast, who attributes the increass to
the tobacco {ridustry’s efforts to encourage

1 teens to smoke.)

John Chapin, Interim director of the state
Dlyislon of Health, has suggested crvating a
state-funded research project thrqugh the
UW-Madison for which Sharenow could ap-
ply. 8tll, he says, “If Tra Sharenow ddesn't get -
hired to do this research, It's okay with me,"

That's the Itmit of the bureaucrafic ming:
Maybe we can fund more research. Mean-

“Why ls It
Ira Sharerjow
all the tlmo?"

while, the most important work in tobacco
control—the kind of advocacy that leads to.
change—{s being done by Ia Shareriow. Ilj
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' In nearly 10 years at Isthinus, I have never
. once received a press release, phone eall or
. fax from the American Cancer Soclety, the
Amerlean Lung and Heart associations, the
Wisconsin Diviston of Health or any agency
funded by Project ASSIST seeking coverage
on or editoria] support for any measure that
would make |t mors difficult for smokers to
light up In public or for kids to buy clgaretics.
. Yot ft's these things—not innocuoud, showy
avents Ilke this week's “Great Awmerlean
Emoke Out"—that represent the trie front
Jdine in the war apgainst smoking, ¢
Meanwhile, Sharenow serids me—and oth-
er journalists and pollcy makers--several
communications a week: ralsing lases, plek-
ing battles, providing (nformation. He's not -
the only person doing work in this arca--
Yoast £8a good point when he says smok-
Ing 15 a socletal issue that reguires a multl-
faceted response—but he's certalnly more
visible, more courageous, and more éffective
than a lot of pepple who do get funding, 4

i

. Sharenow urges those who support his -
. work—who agﬁamiats thatthe U -Eumson
" campus, the Clty-County Bullding dnd city

restaurumts are ho longer ltmklﬂg ¢aveing-
genle devis—to put their money where thelr
smoke-fros mouths ove: “People who care’
- aboul smuking and health showld fund Indi-
yidual activists and not the American Cancer
Soclety, Write your check oul:ito Ira
Sharenow." He's in thie phone book. @

 BUI Lusders ts news editor of 1sthmus.




