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-The. most ihat8d IJ&rs~n · 
·· t ba ·cocon r 
Why is Ira Share~ow shunn~d by·p~ople 
who:get paid to do what he dqes better?. 

I 

ra Sh~now takes 11101 of}rnoc;ks. ~ayor 
t'aul 51lg)lo has COtlWaredl1lm lo Joe Mo. · 
earthy, Aid. Sue l:JQlUllQlt publicly 11.d• 

. monlshed hh11 to "get a llfe.'' McuJtson 
M~azine, 1n namht& Share11ow OM-or the 
city's 25 IJIOit lni1aontlal p .oi:ile, colle4 hilll 
0 ~fodlson's moat no_torlous antl-smo~ 
ze; 1ot." J\pd flad gl.)r Liquor, 402 St.ala St .. put 
a11 a.d In l(s window hawldJ1g 1Q1,proor"8uck• · 
shot Wild West L1qUGt" [sic}! "It defltJ114lY 
h!?jP6 rnefe:el bett(!r, slon{5 with tho r~llllza
tlo,n lhllt things r.ouJd be ioo1-se- I could bave 
tutned out like Ira Slwrerww .... " Hat h4r. 

But U YOl\ really want lo find people who 
Mte lp1 s11arehow-who deep down despise 
hll:n-tallc to the t,eople Who aet paid lo do 
so111etblng about miol<1ng. · 

Liist Wtit!ll, 1 called Bill Mccracken, 8l(l!Cll• 
tN'o 'lice 1.m~sldehl or tt1il Atn~rlcan C;\ncer 
S~\ety'e .WISCQnslfi DMslon, to ask bout 
Shpreno\V, Betsy z:era. the ar9up's PR,flak, 
caJled back Wlth an ecld "No oomm11nt." 
Whal about Sharenow's euccyss ln helping . 
bat, &n,oklng at the U\¥-Madlson. the City
County Bl1lldln11 and Madison restaurants, 
on~ hls work on y0ut11-1~cctlSs en.lbrcerl1ent, 
au lssues on wlllch the stah~ Cancer Sol::lety 
(t9!'J4 budget: $1,? million), ho.s been a virtual 

I'm lhll most hated t,erGOn In tobacco con
tro ." &$serts Sharenow. "I'm an aotiv1.8t. 1 
s ~k out Wllat I do 1ea4s to change." · 

and a stated gci,'l.l or reducing I-Gen amokln11 In 
Wisconsin by ptora thlUI 40to. Jnf;ict, studies 
sJfow thal .(oo11 smoking rn WIS<:Ot1sln and 
Dane County, Which .has II Proj«t ASSlST· 
fllnded program called Tobacco-Free Deni! 
Cotmty, liJ on the rise, · 
. "'l'hey've clllMly failed at wha,t they satd 
tt1ey would do, duptle the n1lllions qfdollars 
they Sl)end on trteettne:s with eact, other,~ 
says Shareno)V. ("lt's n to~h battlll," ~ 
SJ)Onds Yo:sst, wbo attributes the \n~rease to 
the tob<1cco hidustry•s efforts to erlcourailll 

1. teens totmoke,) '. 
Joh" Chapin, Interim director of..the state 

Dlvislon ofHealtl1, has sugeested cJ;l)lltini'a 
stnto-f\mc\ed researcl1 project thrQUffh the 
UW-Madlson Cor wl)\ch Sharenow couJd ep
pl~. StU1, M $.IYt, "lOra Shan111ow d<lesu't get · 
hlrcd to do thls rt>search, It's okay v.:lth me," 

That's the I lmlt or the bureaucratic mind: 
.Maybe we catl £unit more tesaarcli. Mean-, . 

"Why Is It. 
Ira Sharetjow 
all tile time?" 

', i 

n~player? "No comment." I . 

harenpwsays Rich Yo~st. dlroctorotPru
Jec AS$1$T, a federally f\lhderi 1mt:t-tob,acco 
pr~gr-am tun by tho_ state (1995 budael; 11.5 . , , , . i ; • : ,!"AAY lA G£NFE~o; 
ml1t1on), ~once !014 me to arou up a11d iela : , . .. · 
Job." (Yoast1 wllo Clllls Sharen11w "one of the while. the most ltt1port1mt work In tobacco 
mdst effective acttvlsts ln tho nation,~ de. c<.mtrol- tlie k'lnd of advocacy that Jeo.ds to 

I fends his 8f0Up's doct&lon Mt to support · ~~is beJng do11t by b'd Shar(!llOW. . 1! 
Sh~re11ow's work: "We don't fund lnd1yldu- , • . ' · · · . · ~ 
als;"l Dr. Pat Remlngto1:1. the stale'$ chief . · I ·; · · ,: · · 1 

tttt-dlcal olnoor, ptttwrtedlY urpd Sh1minow ' n uearly 10 ye.ar3 at Isthmus, I ha',9 nevor I to ~e)] blo¢d plasma for funds. ; , once received~ press releue, phon~ ctll or 

I 'IWhy 1.!l It Jm Sharenow till the Ume?".agks . rax irorn tho ,\merlcan cancer ~ ety, lM 
Sh~nno1.J. ''It's Ira Sh11re11ow, lf0 Sharij11ow, American Luntr and Heart assocla~ OM, the 

' l~~Shareiiow, becaUBe thete'1, no o\'10 ·e1&e. Wlseot1sln Dlvlslon of Health or any agency 
You have to ask: Why ls there 110 one else?'' · f\mde~ tiy Project P,.SS!ST seeklne c'ove[aie 

I · · on or editorhll support rot a.11y measure that 

S · · • . would tm1.ke It LnOt'e difficult for 1m:okera to lnco becoming an a,,ti-tobtlcco l'ICtl.,...lst In light up In public or for II.Ids to buy clgareli~. 
1991>, Sl1a~no~bas put In U1ou~tls ofl(ours , Yet It's these t~ li,p-not lnnocuo11s. showy 
Of\1/ork. Hehasreceivclnofundlrlg~111 any event.9 llk!l this week'$ "Great A~erlcan I q~rter, t\11d pays £Qr all costs put of P<)!:kot. Stnoke Oul''-that l'epresertt the true frol)t 
"I \York at mlnll.$ e1 an hour," he oays, 

0

"It's , Une In the war agall\stsmoklng, : 
wofee tl\an slavery,~ ' . : • . Meanwhile, Shar-enow s11nds tne-~md 0th-· 

1ft recent month$, Sharenow has curtailed . , er Journalists and r,ollcy me.kers-.,.several 
h\81 activism beoause he Just c,1n't attb~ lt. com.mu111cattonaa woolc raising 183\(es, pie~• 
"ln orderlo contlnuU need.somo f\uldl)1g." . hig baltles, pr<lvldlng lhfonnatlon. He's not -

Sh11re11bw's appeals !or help have beel'l . · the only person doill1r work In this anm- • 
spljmed by lhe American ~!'eel.' Socjely, YwtllUlll.esagoodpolntwhenhesaysstnok-
A lljer!c11n tu11s_ Association, and Aincrlcan Ing 18 a societal \35ue r.na.t ttJQt1lras a multl· 
l·le,tt Assoclatlorl, All three, lie Mt81i, are prl- taceted N&JJOT\S&-b\ll he's cectaloiy more 
marUY "f\mcl-t-alslng otaanlzat.lons, n~ ad- . visible, more cot1ra~us1.and moro effective 
voq,.oy grout>J." (Gov. 'I'ommy 'l'hompson hau tlllln a lot of:l)e9pl~ who do i!>t fund:u~II'• ·-
hlllP.(id ra)$e money !br the Amerlco.n Cancer . Sha.nmow \\l'(/es those who llup~rt Ms • 
50Glety; Is lt any wonder tlte troUp d\dn't _ work- who appl'eelate that the uw; .ti Ison 
speplcout Y.,hen 1'homp~on vetoed ll pto~ · campus, tJ\o C!ty•COUl1(y Building nd clly 
ba11 oh 811\oklngtn tho ne.w Bnwers stadium restaur.mts un, 110 longer aUnklni ~~CltlO- . 
on ~ounds that Mill~ Drewlnl!, asub3ltUarY . genie den.s--to vut their money where their , 
.of fhlllti MorrlA, obj,mti!<l?) At t1"1P..,, ~1> 9m~k0-frtle mouths nre: "Poopl11 w)lo care · 
Shqxc11ow, these gr9uv,i have worked Wllh : about smold11g ru,d health 8hould tund tnt'll· 
tob~cco-lrjdustq lobbyt.sts to~ leglslation vtduai a.cUvlstsaml not the Amelic:atj Cancer · 
wught by_clgaretlt! Mm ponies. ' Soo(ety. Wrllo your cheek out : IQ Ira 

1y1 C'Qntrnst to 8hatenow, Yoallt make& , $haN1ww."}{e'slnl:l1ephOntt>Oolc ... 
$61> 063 a year to run ProJecrASSIST, w)1\eh · . ' · , 
~ a lij,6 million, elght,ye11r ~ederal 8]:W.l , 8111 LUerJers ts news rdiiqr 0/l&thm~ 


