On the next Montsl..WHO GIVES A RAT'S ASSI?] -

CHOKE AND GAGQERS DEPT.
For years, the tobacco companies have been getting away with murder! But with a bunch of huge lawsuits pending,

they're suddenly on the defensive, and we had some tough questions for theml They agreed to let us interview
one of their executives, but only if we allowed them to pick the interviewer! We had no choice but to go along!

ARTIST: MORT DRUCKER WRITER: CHRIS HART

Gee, | don't think ——
I'm Jim Reaper, the C.E.O. of I'm qualified, sirl
the company! I'll be happy to _

spend some tlme with you and Sure you arel When
answer all of your questlons! you're asked a No problem]

Forrest, I've seen your fllm, question, all you have Nelther
1 think you should consider a 1o do is act like you do most
career as a tobacco executlvel don’t know anythingl executlvesl

INTERVIEWS THE T0BACCO
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Doesn’t it make you feel bad when you see

I'd like you to meet our chlef
legal counsell You can ask him
anything and he has an answerl
He hasn't lost a case yetl

My momma always said,
“You are responslble for

Absolutely! But how are you
defining “death”? Are we talk-
ing about brain death? Near
death? When a Broadway show
dles? Death is too vague a term}

your deeds!” If your
product makes people die,
shouldn’t you have to pay?

| 'm very confused|

| don't know what
he just saldl

| THE 8UTT
\ STOPS HERE!

Surel It's sad
any time you
lose a customerl
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You sure have a lot

of folks sulng youl |

Won't you have to
give out a lot (%

of money? i

Are you kidding? We've never pald out a dime in damages
p and we never willl Thanks to our Justice system, we can
i stretch out the proceedings until the plaintiff elther goes
! broke or dles from — how shall | put this —
“natural” causesl Heh hehl

Gus is the head

of our Investl-
gatlve teaml His
Job is to show
how a plalntliff's
cancer could have been
caused by something
other than smokingl

Just what | was
looklng forl In
1973, the plaintiff
defrosted a Pop
Tart In a micro-
wave oven that
had a dent in itl

We give
miilions of
dollars
each year to
sponsor public
television
shows and
museum exhibits!
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See Whichever
what I'm confused againl we can
| assoclated with B8l You say smokers get away
mean? | smoking because Kknowingly assume the with when
Is ‘ thewarning @  risks, but you keep testifying
this label on the pack telling the public that in court
guy states that they clgarettes don’t cause or before
great cause cancerl W cancerl Which one is it?
or
what?

You and the
arts must
be llke peas
and carrots
for you to
care about
them so muchl

Arts farts} We
Just want to
get our corporate
logo assoclated
with something that
Isn’t lethall If only
Sesame Street would
let us sponsor theml

| SR— |
We train our lobbyists to
keep a straight face while Wowl Is
lying to Congresslonal that real
commlttees] hard?

You know ItI Our boys
are facing the most
accomplished lars

smoking causes cancerl

Senators, we belleve that
there is still no proof that

In the countryl
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One of our biggest support-
ers Is Senator Jesse Helms]
Even though he professes to
be a fiscal conservative,
he sees to It that tax
" payers shell out millions
of dollars each year to
the tobacto growersl

The Clinton administration =
wants to pay for Unlversal
Health Insurancé by imposing
a hefty tax on clgarettesl]
Believe It or not, we actually
support the Idea 100%I
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How come?

Because then the
government would
be forced to en-
courage smoking to
pay for its programl
With schmucks like
Clinton in office,
who needs [obbylsts?

thought (¥
itwas
illegal
for you
guys to
advertlse

You sure Ij?' That's because we target f
see a | the poor and the less
lot more |i| fortunate who might r
advertlse- not otherwise know
ments for the Joys of smokingl
clgarettes
in black But they don't

communitlesi r[

have much moneyl

1 even blinks an eyel

We're notl These
billboards are for
the twelve fans In the h
bleachers, not the nine
million people who are
golng to see themn while

watching the game on WIH
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already
always said, dol
“Always It's
make sure to called
thank a man a
when he does campalgn
| contributionl

you rightl”
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Oh, that makes sensel |
guess it's okay then...

You see, Forrest,
you're not so dumb
after alll You're
Just as smart as those
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Yeah, and they have even

less political clout! plece In the paper that it! What's surprising
Tobacco companies can refutes the theory that Is that a newspaper
paper their neighbor- secondhand smoke is as would let us run pald
hoods with thelr toxic lethal as firsthand smokel advertisements .
messages, and no one __,'.1 masquerading as real
In the state capltol |£ Really? That's adltorialsl What a
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morons at the EC.C.I
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Look, here’s an opinion

surprisingl
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Not at alll We wrote
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Are the tobacco compantes Nofl A lot of peoplé belleve that the link between Members of the Flat Earth Forrest, my momma My girl Jenny Nol We're
the only ones who gon't smoking and cancer Is a complete mythl I Society, Holocaust denlers and il always told me, gave me this We knew we had pouring tons
L —| belleve that clg " T — anyone who's made a recent Sticks and stones magazine to show to do something of ad dollars
T ] cause cancer? TODA Really? Like who? Elvis sighting] can break your youl It says that about thatl And I'm into the mag-
Elj v & : = bones, but dirt parents who smoke proud to say that, azinel Belleve
THAL st e Z poor, malnourished have kids five God willing, a story me, they'll
] sore foreigners can | times more likely like this will never never run a story
‘ﬂaEE 1 Jﬁ ﬁ never hurt youl” . i to develop asthmal be written againl like that again]
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These guys [r= C They % | Who cares| %3’ ( We view smoking
: gather What If || won't Butwhatif || Whod |7/ as a matter of
proof || they [Z] with the | folks find out belleve 0t individual cholcel
smoking {4 find || money that your some : |
doesn't that we pay sclentists bribed So if he wants The original Mariboro Man -
cause it theml were scuzz- | everyone to gag on dled of cancer? | wonder The same thing uttered by have died of a i —
cancerl |<| does? bought off? balls? _ﬂ:;: his smoke, that what his last words werel all smokers: “Got a light?” broken heartl h':nmds‘;cnoglg;l
i should be his choice? % o \ ey ek
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We hold an annual company

I'm glad you feel that way,

= T plcnlc where the executives there’s a demand for pop, because 1 wanted to
Lately, Hollywood has portrayed smokers as bad 1 But - 'wish a lot more " [
Smgkel‘: used to be Wﬂfﬂy’; as the good Mﬂlg;y:ﬁm But didn’t they also people would try to ;xplaln to thelr kids something, someone's | |  tell you that | started
kedl Joh that! == dle of cancer? forget thatl that what thelr mommy or golng to make dealing crackl
st b — daddy does for a living moneyl So, why e
Isn't evill shouldn't we? You WHAT?I? [\
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Who Lady Di, Fergie and/or Prince Chuck is having sex/had sex/was having sex/might someday have sex with...WHO GIVES A RAT'S ASS!I?!

Most folks don't trust - Like who? We give Are you nuts? I take
you guys because you're If a pregnant woman The fetus? a company 1 sup- We Cr:n t ‘back what

against everything — chooses not to smoke, Ha, ha, hal physical pose you afford to 1 sald i

even good things, that’s her declslonl But to all hire hire smokers] about you : A

like warning labels she shouldn't be EXACTLY! of our mainly earlier! | This has all the potential to

for pregnant allowed to make that " And what's new job smokers So then do you You really become a legitimate business,
womenl declsion for othersl so funny? applicantsi thenl help them qult? 7 ARE dumbl dad! All I need are some hack § J
= = C i sclentists to do a phony

study showing that it's not

o addictivel But even if they
54 say It is, I'll just deny every-
=z thingl What do you think?
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:\i'i';!, :: = = el 'y
ilis L, A 4
Thank you for meeting with me, Mr. Reaper! | Of coursel It's stored
This will make a good Interview, If 1 could with all of our
| Just remember where ! placed the tape ! other sensitive
recorded it onl Do you know where it Is? documentsi
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