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Lilte mar1y oj his peers ac,~'r' R'o,wld R e11ga,1 ,lid a sli111 p'11shir1g ci,:11rd/c~·. 
Rt!ud "Wltal's Up Doct• Dfl ,,a,e.e 6. 
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AS IDE. FROM TEACHING his wife ·lo keep a ,"tiny li\tle gun~ by t1cf.
be<hidc0and giving frieuds like ihe president of-Mexic,q a custom tifle 11s a' 
gift, Ronald Reagan sounds like a man with n fa ir understanding of the' 
importance' of healthy lifcs1ylcs and modcraiion.'· '·· ' · : .. •, '.'' ' !'?: 

Aslcetl lust November by the publication Medic~,/ 1'rib11;,~ nbo~t the 
10Jc or'JJrcvcutivc rncdiciuc in federal hcnlih policy; Rcngnn responded:. 
· "I welcome !he long-overdue emphasis 0 11 preventive hcnhh cnrc and 

physical fit ness that j$ making Amcric~ns more awnrc than c'vcr of their · 
. personal' responsibility for good health. ·.Today1s enthu~_io~m '_'and 
. emphasis on staying well holds 1hc pro,nisc pf drnmatically improved 
heahh 1111d well-being In the tlec.,des ahead. '· ,., ... . ,· 
: "Atl<litionally;' lteallh professionals: as wcl! as iudivltli1u1s: h~v~ i'oni > 

· recognized that preventing illness or injury is much less expensive Limn 
treating iL.'Therefore,' prevcntive medicine combined with good personal 
he~hh habits anq heallh'~duc_atio.n can make a major impact on the cosl. 
of.'. health. ~are,' ' Employers . and employees, ' unions _afld business 
associations, families, schools; aml neighbourhood !!roups, as well as the 
federal gnvcrnmcnt; Clln join in whut is becoming a notional crus11de for 
b~ller living."; t .,. : · ·: , · i • · .. ___ .: .. 

ltc~1gan_uiu' qualify his answer liy n(klinc: · ' <· 

."! emphasize thaL the fcdernl sovernmcnl must not get in the way of 
local initlativ~s and should <;Online itself as much as possible tp a support_ 
and/ or advisory role.'' .. . . .. , . ,t . • : · . • .. . i: 
. :That , seems reasonable enough ·anti cortsiste1ll with conscrvafr~c 

philosophy. Uut consiJcr his nnswcr lo lhe question lhat followed. 
1 

: 

• · /1-frdi<'al . , 11111': "llow do you reconcile Ocp,ntmcnt of Agriculture 
support o( the lobacco industry while federal henh h nuthoritics spend 



. .. . . . ... •• ..-• - ... - ··---. 
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Mr Rcagun;.".l go· nol believe 1h11l it is proper for 1he gove~nmcnl.lo . 
t.lc1crminc whal crn11s farmers grow. Tobacco has long been a viral pa11 of 
Ilic ccouumy of _l7 ,stales A!ld 1 would not like lo sec. 1h.e rug 5uddc~I)'_ 
pullc,1 uul from under 1hose who rely on the governnl~f?I s suJ>porl price 
mcd1anism. Fun_hcr111~re, t!1e program. o(tcn res~l~s in n _s11rplu~. or a~ . 
lcust 110 cost for tlic g(?vcrnmcnt. 1 · : • . ,,: ; ... ~:-, .:··;: . . ; ' ·: -•. •_.· . " .. :. 

·.•1 also rccognilt ~hc,!iced for the governmenl lo tl\kc precnut1ons 10 
safcg1.1(lrd the lives ,p{ ,Americans and ,.support rei1s<;>nablc ,efCorts, to 
mini mile dama11e caused by_sinoking. D_lll l llclicve llial p~ople tll\lS[ be 
free 10 choose, c!r'en if 1ha1 mean~ !hey will hurl lhcm~clvcs Ill lhc 1>roccss. 
It is sim)lly a. jact ·or life 1hal pcopll.: v.ill hurt lh~~•~clvcs as a rcsul1 o~ 
drinking or·unvini,: or an)' 1111mbcr of human ac11v111e~. As c1 mailer ol 
philo~uphy, I reject e xocssiyc: govcr_nmcnt i111er~en1ion in everyday li_fe and 
thus rejc:cl any auempl io .. elimin11.te smoking; bul l want to sec th~ best ' 
possible hi:allh care m.itle available lo as maf\Y Americans 11,s possible." 

l'relly $!)(1PY, !'il so)', b~I ~ol as pi1iful n~ J,im!nY. .C_artcr's quic~ hop lO 
Norlh Carolina in 197!! to assure Amcnca .and his tobacco mduslry 
collc,1i;ues thill (escarch will m11ke cii,:l!relte smoking"evcn safer H111n ii is 
lodnY."' 

1 

•. ; .'~·- ~ . :,.~·. · •
1
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So llcagun doesn't ,wnnl sovcrnmcnt 1ntrnsion mlo the lives of.\us 
co1111t1ymcn -- except to givt: away mon~)' to _grov. a lcth~I crop or, 
\lrcsumoul)' 10 condone the eontinuntiou ·of significant l~x ~nlc~uffs fo~ 
cigMellc companie~ for _their at.lvenising_ campaijJns,c:- : · · :·. 

Bui Reagan has his own buy past .1nvolvem;11\ with . the: tobacco 
i~duslr)'. 111 ~lid it ion t~ _hiring us a key c.i\mpaign aii',e the :eccnt pasl chief 
spokcsp~rson (9r

1 
the To~;icco lnslltule, ., Reagan ,hmu_~lf , b,ecomc~ 

pcrha11s tht 0111)' r,~esitlent ever 10 have b_een o_n the pa~roq of a c1gu'.~11c 
company Thirty yt11rs ~go Reag;m was p1cHJced. 1n _nn a~ycrns1nk . . 
cempaig,; lor Chc~~ecli~lds:-mtinuf11clllrtll by ~igsell ancl Myers . . 
bcainius Jt~agi\n wus quoted ns saying, "I'm ~ending Chcstcrlic\ds to ,all 
my friend~-Tha.1·s the merriest Christmas any smoker can have - : · •. , 
Chcstedieltl mildness plus no unpleasanl !'ftcfli\Sle." l\cenu~c !lcugan t11d . 
not smol<e, the cigare11c wos drnWII in , , • , • · .... : . . .. . ' 

Do lhill!lS look bleak uno.ler Reag,rn III the b~llle lo ~1uta1l.c1ga1 elle 
smoking as i\ socially a~ceptable ,norm? Jronicnl(y, w11h_ the _loss_ of 
ltepn:~cn< a1ivc: Drinan and.other. opponenl~ of the: c1g11re1te Indus\ ry and 
the Suulhcrn ll epublican tnlce-ovcr of tt,e Sen~\c, R_cag11_~ nl?Y ~~me.off 
looking progrcs~ivc comparctl 10 Congress, 1,he FDA _und FI C_ sr~w 
incr.:using\y impo1ent under Carter, a11u 1\ierc s o~ cuusc for :opt1m1~m 
there. Where, the1i, is there hope? •· . ·· • •· ·, ~ ·. . ·· , ' · 

Pt1r one 1hi11i;; whenever n .. ,ighl-riscal-ecl" co11scrva11vc tal<i:s uflice, 

siij,-po·ri iirows for privotc~-nun-profit groups who sec 1he need Io act where . 
government obviously isn't i;oini,: lo.· Much as he m11y dislike ,the. r9lc, 
Rcagun ~OW repr'cscnts 1he Uig Brother of federul_ i,:ovcrnn~cnl. Ma~y 1 

: people may even .begin pu1ting 1hc!r 111oncy when. their mouth ts 10 gel ~101 

and the cigim:lle compunies off their. ~acks. Once the frdcnal i;ovcq1men1 
starts cutting back _ on heulth cnrc payments, thece will be a~ incr~usi,ng 
nwrirencss of just how great n percentage of he:ilth costs can be ~unbutc;d 
·10 clgarcllc~relatcd diseases. lnna1ion ligurcs may even begin to cons ider 
1h~ cost of cigarettes: I'm ·always amnzed that .fc;w ec~norni~Js .~C:~111 lo 
mention \hat 1111 ·_unemployc:d couple wha:;ea~!t,~molt_c._ L~o pa~ksl!)f 
cigarettes.' .f duy will spend oca~ly S 1,500 Jl°;1y~r, on their: hab1\:..(no~ 
including' · the· cost .' of ' smokc:r's too1hpas1_e~;·: 'cold . remedies_, : breath 

· fresheners, <lry cleaning, etc.) _a grcaier .1mo111ll" than .the 11veragc c:uupk 
spends on hcalt\1 care. · · . , ,. , .. : :-". , .. . , · · ;, Id i ,,!. · , . '.1.11:1 

• . • I · , I ( • • • •• •• • . ·········· .. ····························· ,, ••t! 
' GlVING CllEUlT whcie credit it due, tlie Office on Smoking and Htallh 

'doubtles·s played a rule in tl~s yeuc's stunning Surgeon General's report _on 
· smokin& amt health. In the "What's UJl, DOC!':-columns of. februor)'. 
1979 ant1 Jnnunry, Fcbru.iry, anti March-April;' l~B0, I c~m~1cn~e.d DI 
l\:ngth on 1he Achilles heel of the t~bacco ind11s1ry: chemccul _1tdd111vcs: 
Thi:; year's Su, geon Gene tu l's repun suggcsls !hal-lhese hund_tcsi~-of-~1or 
secre1" acldilives (including the same chemical 1,1sed as a solvq\( !ll bu,ke 
fiuid) render 'mcaninglcsi the adv,:riising claim_s·of 1hc al!egcd:.sa!ety of 
"low~tnr" cigarette smoking. Most consumer$ of the product .hadn'1 iln)' 
iclca I hat lht{i: is anythin~ other 1han lobi1.:Co al\d paper bi 'a_"cig,i.rcllc. 
Perhaps al Ion& last cigarcl\cs may become i1 consumer is~ue. llS smo,kcn 
11':mand 10 know wh,H li::incl o( poisoos h,1ve been added lo their product. 
Who knows'/ The lob,1cco may ll!fll oul 10 be lhc safest thing about 11 

cigafcltc. (More un Liu: report next month) , 
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WHEN IT COMF.S to tota!_ly prcve11t11bl~ health pcoblcms s~ch as 

. cigarcllc smoking. I am both a therapeutic o.nd research nihilist. Thul ~ 
is 10 ~ay, I believe there will never be n "safe" cigarcue, n 100 percent 
(or anything clo~c} oure for smoking bclmvior{so long as cigurelles are .. 
glorified ~y the media) or; ror thlll mut let, 11 cure for lunll cn 11cer. (You •. 
cun't re.s tore tissuu thul's no longer there), 1 .11 1 :, •.I'• 1, 

. · The lindlngs no1cd in ''The Changing Cigareue·• \he late}\ Surgeon 
· General's Rcpon - nnd perhaps the Inst if Presl,dcnt Ronold l~cagan 

t1;1s any say - do not surprise me: In essence, it- is snlJ, there is no 
such thing as n sufe - or even safer - cignrc!tc."•:, ,., ..• .- ·• •• : . . 

·· l'erhups the major point oft he well written 237-puge reporl is ll1a1 it · 
is not so much wh:11 is in eigurelle smoke that causes ihc multifarious : 
henllh problctlls b111 the fac t I hat smokil,g in 1111y fonh can cu use crcut 
lrnrm. Switching from II so-called ''high tar" to a "low tur" eigare_tteis, .. 

:in 1he words of a recent ad of Great Oritai ns's .llcahh Education 
•. Council, "like jumping fro m the 36th noor i11s1cad of the 39th." (Tnr, 

incicJontully, refers IQ ull the solid substances trnppcd in u ccrt11i11 
laboratory filler; it is mad_c up o(' thousands of chemicals including al 
l'east )0 curcinoscns). , · : .• : .··•· . : : · •. 
·,: A key term is what the rc1lort calls "compensatory smoking," i.e. i( 
the smoker co111pcn5111cs for reduced tar yield by, l11crcasi11g the 
... .. -, t-.~.- ,.. ,- ~in-,..-... ,. .. ., d1.- ,1f,-.."1h nr l11halndt1n n(' rhr vnl tin'u• nr 

'smo)<e exposure (pa!l,e 7,), The Surgco n- G
0

c1icr.-il 1s -coriccrned thai;'°~ 
·) although, per cupil11 cigM~:ttc consumptlon is-,llown. slightly/ the . , 
•·: proport\011 ofsmokcrs wlwsuythcy smokc25or morecigarcltcs llday : 
! in9rc~scd from 23 peri:c~t in J 979 to 28 pc,rctrH in 1978 (pugc B0))l'o : 1 • 

put I~ m more relevant dtsta~onentcd terms, ''the smokers of lower,,,, 
; ~ur a1_1d nicotine cigareucs ,Who ~ompcn~atc by smoking more or by ._
. 111hnh11g more deeply might thereby tncrcusc their risk of dcvelo11ing . , 

''. obstructive uirwny disc~sc {page 149). In addition, tower tar cigarcllc~ ·, 
• do not· decrease the. t1sks among pregnnnl women qi' sponu111eous • 
:i,borlion, premuturc blrt h, or low weight bubics (pnge 159), And 1hcl'c · 
. may evc1,1 he a highc~ rule of coronary hcan ,disease amo~g y91;:ngcr ,! 

'• smokers ,or fillercd c1g11rct1cs (page 120). · . ?, ., • ._.,,,. •1 ·•·· 
: i A relalC/1 concern of the rcporl ' iS lhnt the use of machine sm'ok~d · 
' cigarcllts' (from which data ~re ckrivetl that are printed on ci.,areue'·, 

l• I • • 0 I 
~ .. pac .. s}'!lr!:at y undcrcst1111111cs the 1ar yield, The averngc smoker take~ i, 

larger and more frequent puffs 1han the machine. To that•cnd, 1ar:i,i 
.. ,f'lll!fnt•of the avcru&c cigurctlc h11, .fallcn by 32.2 percent ~inco::· 1961h;., 
·•nicotine by·25.6 pcrcc111.•Why'/ There (s-sinu1ly less lUb,u:co, grcau:r:·,I 

length of fi llers: llnd I11ore paper (p,1gi:· 2J). \ ·. · -.;·.1 .i•;,.i ·· :1:,,w ·. 
· llu1·1ha l'~ ntll all: "An aclditional concern is~1al the produc1io11 of . 
cigarettes with lowe1' lur and 11ico1inc yields 11111y involve the in'crcasing · 

. use of'ntldilives for tobacco pl'Occssing or navor,ng. Some addit ives : 
· available for use arc either known or suspect carcinogens or give rise ·:, 
'Ip c,,rcinogi:nic sub~lirnccs· whtn IJurni;d. The u~c of thest: ndditive~ 

.' l!HIY negate \,cncf1cia! eff ccts of the reduction o( tar yich.J or might pose , 
' lncrcasccl. or new a111J tliffcrc1il disease risks (page H): ,,r .i/·1 , •,• ,;· •• 

•:i;' "The nature uf !hcsc nuc.Jli ivcs, and Uu:ir combustion products, 1hn1· .. 
urc currcn1ly uscc.l in marketed cig;ircucs is not available to 1hc public.~. 
or:tq the Govcrnmc.11t (rag.e 56). In other words, 1ub11cco companit:S,"• 

, rel use to name 1hu 111grcdic11ts. · ,, , i , •• • •• , ,. -11•- ,-1 :,,., ,. : : , . 
· • So here WI! h;i\·C 1111 indmt ry subshli,.cu 10 misc n carciuogcuicoror,~ ·., 
rlu,;n sc1:rc1ly aw.ling 1:hcmicals llrnl 11111y even bi: 1110n: da11gcro11s than' ,, 

·, 1hc·1obacco itself. ,.;.!•·• •-, ·, • , • . • • •:: • , 1·· •!; , '" 

• ':", Dr. Joseph l.)avis, Mc<lical Ex11mi11cr or Dade Cunnly,• Florida, ·· 
· secs one wny 0111 of lhc intc1 n:11io1111I gcno

0

ddc fostered hy the cigurcllc! 
ind11sl1'y,. Ac the turn ol' !hc ccntury, he points out, China's lloxer • 
!lc:lx:lli~11, 11 11~11.ivc upr_ising, was ,rn 11ttcm111 10 rid the country of the •i' 

, n1111ress1vt llrlltsh 011111111 1,aucrs who thrived 011 the wiJcsprquJ ,. 
tlthili1111 i11ii opi111n a<ldic1i1111 o f a h1rgc prn11ortio11 of the 1rnp11la1ion> . 
Could tht:rc he II la1 tcr da)' ll11xrr llc1Jclli<H1 in 1hc: l l.S.'/ I le hope& so. . 
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AR FROM BEING a tragedy for journalism, as chagrined ne~paper 
foors aa-oss the country ase v.a:ling, the sun:n1;1er by the 'Warhingron 
'o.st of a Pulitz:::r Prize won under fradulent c:.rcumstanccs may be_ the 
~st thing to happen to the news- rnedia in many years.. . : 
It is ironic th.at "Jimmy's Story,"the fabricated article a_bout an &-year 
d heroin addict th.at woo the award for the Post, dealt with drug ab~. 
Jimmy does not really exist io Washington, D.C:·•. he may well :~!St 

;ewbere, partly, I subnrit, bccau~ of the mass media s lar~ely uncnllcal 
·omotion of a drug-orier-,ted culture. From the more obvious exampl7s 
· countless poliQ: shows dealing with drug pus~ei:s• _the rock music 
;irld's appeal to adolescent ,ebelliousor:ss (s ub~dtancs cf the news 
~ia arc actually in this big busioss), and the tacit acceptance f~r too 
any years of marijuana's a!leged harmlessness :-o th_e endlcsspushingof · 
·er the ·counter drugs and the veritable blit..z.k:neg of alcohol and_ 
:?arette advenising. the mass media have helped tum nearly every hom7 ;o one kind .of a dru~ore or another. Only newspaper people woulo 
\-C each· other an a-ward for writing a!>ollt a situation they themselv~s 
:ent have helped prevent. · _. · . - - ·. _ ·:·-• - -: 
The Post case shouid caus~ us io see what - and whom-news media 

.l!ld for_ (One of the beSJ, plac_es to turn for a_ glimp,e ~f.the pub~shing · 
~rid is- A.J_ Liebling's essays The Press. ) As 1 hav~ _tned !O ~01?t out 
an\' times in this coiumn, while newspapers are prnclauomg great 
p~.ses of cover-ups in government, medicin:, _or_ bu.sines/ (other 

:sinesscs· besides newspaocrin;g, that is), thar vicum12e :.be little guy, . . \ .. 
!y themse]vC"S fail for the moS'l part to couch on un:th1cal and.ill_egal 
·aci:iccs oi the adveniscrs in such areas as retatJ stores, too<! markets, 
ajor ]:.ague spons, and :.be cigarette and aicohol indust ries. J ourna!ists 
:mid do weU to start asking questions not just about reponing ~~d . 
iiing but also about publishing. · 

In the libel case of Carol Burnett versus th.e Na1ional b1quirer, the 
11c seemed obvious. The magazine lied. To ~e. ics coverage of medical 

:>ric-s is not mu.ch beue,.-~Tooboctors Reveal:: :DR:INK!NG 1S . 
.JOD FOR YOU" reads the- f;ont page headline in a ·ree::nt issue. Tne '. 
1ga.zirte•s _eov~~ge of ~ .eP.~oJ J~ues, ap=:_n _!~o'.:1. 9em_eaning pu~!ie _ 

. . ... 

figures like-Carol Burnett by aUegi.-,_g publicdrunl.'.enness or aleoholii·m, ~ 
Sl!ems almost designed to promote only the healthful benefits of alcohol. 1 

Could this have anything to do with the hea~ spr::insors~ip by liqu_or _ 
advcniscrs? Similarly. just ~bout the ortly stones o~.smoking deal w1lh .· 
mil'acle c;Urcs· for hmg ca~ and bean disease_ or,:•simpl~~ ways JO 
prevent smoking-related dueases by means of vtta~ltl.5 or .aboratory 
tcst5. (In other words, lcc:ep on smokin' 'ca_use lh~'s bound to bca cure.} 

Between 75%and I 00% oft.hecolora.dvenisingin any given issue of tr.::: 
Enauir::r is for one product: cig-a.rettes. Thcr:is a smug assumption in tI:::; 
medical prokss:_on lh:1-1 th7 Enq1;1irer is a scandal sheet_ and not worthy of, 
d iscussion. I 1hinic. tb1s attitude LS contemptuous of the 5,000.000 people· 
who ibuv - and are misled by ....:.. the Enquirer each week. Besides, the: 
cuestio~ remains: where shollld we strike back, at the distorted. 
~porting or ai the advert~ers anri publishers_ who keep it that way? 

(The Enq.iirer's co~nterp2;rt, Tit~ Star, s1m1larly finan<:Ccl by ~e 
alcohol and cigarett.:: mduslt'tes, .sc1ids reponers to o.carly every miljor . 
medical meeting. It too, .s~n:is to !Out !ung cancer cures or prevem.ives 
as just around the comer_, but it has o_ercr i:on .e f~on t..:page (or any page) 
story pointing out foat cigarette smo.l(.log lS the s,ngle most preventable : 
ca.us:: of death and disability in tht> country. . _ .. . 

Newspaper and magazine publishing are iocre2Singly- rnooopolistic · 
businesses that manage to cloak t.her:nscivcs in the Fine Amendment 
whenever the least critical eh.a.Henge is raised. · · «-· 

. . • •••••••• -: - .- . ... . .-: :! . _·· . : ; 
Two yea~ ~go ~ a· mc1:1~r of the Residei'lt Pbysi~ns'Scction· of the [ 

American Medical AssoCJat1on, 1 pro9osed a rc-s_olunon; passed after , 
heatec debate, thal called on the House ofDelegues of the AM A to v~te 
on d ivcsting several thousanas s!-3res of tobacco stoch from the holdings 
of the AMA Membersh.ip Rcurement _Pian. The vote still.has not tali::en · 
place, but the resolution has been writtcn __ about :n th_e Wa!LStree1 , 
Journal and Medical World Net<'S. _ . · . . _ . . . •: 1 

I consider it a conflict of interest for a health organization· to profit · 
from an investment in anfi-health industries .. One argument in defense.of: 
the hofdings is the kind of misinformed reasoning l am h~ring more and 
more. "Why pick on-the 1obac;oo industry'!' the argu.rr,,ent begins. "It's : 
losing customers· and it's diversifying so rapidly it won' t be in bl.!.Sin~s : 
much longer anywa~·-" . · - . '. · l 

The low crofiJe of the industry (in contrast 10 the omnipresene2 of itS, 
brand nam~} appears to h.a:ve succeeded in conveying the impression that ! 
it is Jos:ng money. '(ct even American Brands. one of the few truly ' 
di.,,ersified cigar.::ue companies, is reappearing on .cnany bro1:.erage 
houses' rec:immcnded ~buy~ liSts. ·And on April 2.2, Philip _Morris outbid : 
R:J . Revno:ds for·a 22 p::rcent share of Rothman'.s, '..one of the world's· 
largest cigarette compani_cs. Now who would pay astronomi~s_ums for a 
losing proposition? · ·· : _. · . · . . . · - · ·.-' -

On the 11ery same day. more: than 1000 Amem:an daily newspapers 
~med full-page ·ads by Prulip Mor.is that proc:launed.-~Merii Farnil)' 
fapan~." The use of the word •"family' to introduce a new· cigareu~. 
brand is obs~ne. Then ag&in. le.ave it to Philip Morris to celebrate zn· 
abortion. · _ -~: ! 



WhatSUp 
Doc? 
by PJan
Blurn,McDo 

WHEN THE fNITIAL repon came ·out on May 7 tha_t the Office on 
~mok.ing and Health had cancelled the release of the Brooke Shields ad 
;eries, I was not surprised. I even fc:11 for the reason given ~ that Brooke 
;hic:lds was an inappropriate choice by virtue of her having portrayed a child 
JrOstitute in the movie -Pretty Ba by~. eomplete with nude scenes .. · ' _ 
· And. my initial · reaction to the American Lung. -Association·s ; 

;ondc;;.,nation of the government ·f~r c.arinirig the ad_s was that it was a I 
Jublici1y pl~y: Afte~ al!.'what I.as the ALA done in the area of counter-
1dvenising besides churning out dull ads with an annoying child saying. -ii.:s : 
1 matter of life or breath'"'? i · · · : 

Although the ALA has a nota b\c history in com batting tuberculosis. ii is a ! 
·::lative novice when i1 comes to other problems. including cigarette , 
,moking. The ALA has never spent a pe_nny to purct.ase counter-advertising ..I 
o discourage the promotion of the leading preventableuuse or!ung disease. 
it doesn't think it has to because of all the public service time it_ getS. -·-

But public service time is not real 
idvenising. 

E\en the U.S. government buys ad 
,pace when it truly Wi.lnts to sell a 
"TJe~sage (This year alone. the 
;overnment '.>,ill ,p!:'.nd over S 150 
11illion to·a11r-.ict men and women to 
he armed forces). 

In short. the purchasing of countcr-
1dvenising sr,ace tn r,oke fun at 
:1garctte r,romotion a concert 
xiginated by DOC (Doctor~ Ought 
o Care) in !97i has yet to be done 
\O a large scale by any hc-.ilth charity Brooke Shields campaign 
,r g.C1vernment agency. modeled afle_~ E!OC posterr 

1 
I contacted Frank Greve, ·the Knight-Ridder reporter who uncovered 1 

ktails of the ca:icdlation of the Brooke Shields ads. I was not sut'pri.sed to, 
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learn that those who screened the ads al the Di:panment of Health an 
Hum.in Savicc:s were of the right-to-life. moral majority orientation. 
· The only catch was that one of them, Carl Anderson. special assistant t 
HHS Secretary Schweiker. was most recently legislative assistant to Senato 
Jesse Helms, a man who would eliminate food stamps and retain subsidic 
for tobacco farmers. · · · · 

HHS officials, including HHS Chief of Staff David Newhall Ill or Cai 
Anderson, chose not to respond to repeated phone calls. Rather, I wa 
provided a news release which attempts to portray Schweiker as the savior 0 

the Office on Smoking and H::alth, notwithstanding the· fact that the SI. 
million he "salvaged~ is only a fraction of that budgeted four yea~ ago. 

It should be noted that the Office 011 Smoking and Health. which h.a 
heretofore produ~d a smanering of noncontroversial ads. is primarily; 
technical service to researchers and probably best serves· the tobacc, 
industry by providing updated bibliographics of the world's literature 01 

smoking .. 
When word of the cancellation of the ads hit the m355 m~d ia. ! rcccvic, 

dozens of cal!s and letters from people familiar with DOC's counter 
advertising campaign. "You g~t ripped off." several suggested. "They stol1 
DOC's ad." 

I spoke with Paul Brickman. manager of the Chicago ad agency. Clint or 
E. Frank who explained how · his agency recruited Shields anc 
photographers Richard Avcdon and Francisco Scavullo. "A!I three of these 
people are non-smokers and believe in non-smoking.'' he said. _ 

Brickman also disagreed with· any notion that Shields was ar 
inappropriate_ role model. WP re-testing of the ad among kids showed that j, 
was very effective. he said. "It seems that adolescents don't see her as an older 
man's fantasy but as a trend-setter for American youth. · 

The best thing about the whulc incident. as Brick.man points out. i~ tha1 
"the expos·ure has been phenomenal. News programs on all three network.! 
have ron out of the commercials. and such primetime ·e·xposure probabl) 
e;,;cci:dcd anything it might have gotten. . · · · 

Leave it to the moron majority at HHS to claim thac their real reason ro 
cancelling the campaign was th11:t the ads would be "ineffective." In a strict 
sense. th:at;s true. since the government would it.ever purchase space in order 
10 ron a real campaign. 

That leaves the American Lung Association to play hero· and pick up the 
ads. [?OC meanwhile has eongratulated the ALA for at long last recogni,.ing 
the satirical approach as an effecti"e possibility. · 
· DOC has also· requested that the ALA credits DOC for.the advcrtisinu 

concept and that it follows up by purchasing counter-<:igarette advertising~ 
DOC has eyen invited the ALA to co-sponsor such advertising. 

Unfonul)ately. in the ·health ·charity business. it's every fund~raiser for 
himself. and no two health agencies are likely to coor,erate even in the 
interests oi good health. · 

(Al.an Blum, M.D .• is founder and president of DOC ~nd writl!5 a quarterly 
cotumn for The_ ll.S. Journal). . . ·.. .- .. . . .. 



WhalSUp 
Doc? · 
by Nan 
Blum, MoDo• 

MIX 'N MATCH these headline5 that have appeared in The New 
York Timas, Cn/c11go Tribune, and other American sports pageSln 
1980 and 19B1: · 

. yBob Welch: Young, Talented, and an Alcoholic" 
~Dennis Lick Stuns Bears: I'm alcohollc" 
"Fixers Paid Jockeys with Cocaine~ · . 
"Plucknett, Holder of Discus Records, Barred In Drvg Use" 
"Ex-Bear Charged In Cocaine Sale" · 
"Twins Confirm P'ltcher Fighting Alcohol"' 

· "Sox' Barrios Arrested on Drug Charge'' 
u4 Drugs Reported\lsea by AW 
MFormer Je,t Speaks out on his Life of Drugs" 
'Why Drugs, Fergie? 'You gel bored"' 
MJenklns-Kuhn Accord Reached" 
"'Phlllies Denounced on Drugs" 
"Boat Races Buck Tide with Dope Trade's Big Cash" 
"Camel GT. Where a man belongs. Pabst 500 Week-end." 
"Racing at,Jts finest. Smoking at Its best. Nobody does It better. 
"Winston Pro series" (sanctioned by the A:merican Motorcycle 
Assoclation) 
Winston Drag Series. (sanctioned by the National ·Hof Rod 
Racing Association) , . . 
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Winston Cup Series.' ;· 
Winston Rodeo. 
"Miss Budweiser makes shambles of Gold !,::up" (American · 
Power Boatii:ig Association) 
MDePaul Blue Demons: This Bud's lo< You. _Here's · to ·a Great · 
Season!" 
''Marlboro Cup winner Ready to Taclde B id In Woodward" 
WA pinch is ·au it lakes" - Ean · Campbel~. ~tball star for 
SKOAL smokeless tobacco." . '.:! 

"Smoothness counts in the making of a cha~pion and in the 
rnaking of a fine whiskey.'! ·smooth As Silk KESSLER." 
"BIil Russell Puts One Up tor Our rnympic Team. Own the ' 
Budweiser 1984 Olympic Games Art Collec1ion·• 
'"Play Ball."' We're al! glad to hear those words _again. The 
players are back on the fiela. the Hawk is back to the booth and 
the baseball season is back to normar. Busch is pleased to be 
able to bring lt all to you again. So sit back, relax, pop open a 
cold, srnooth Busch and enjoy the Red Sox on Channel 38. 
Head for the Mountains. Busch." · : · 

.. Why Viceroy? Because ['d never smoke a boring cigarette." 

..1981 U.S. GOV'T REPOR'f: CARL TON LOWEST." 
" Raleigh Lights invites you lo enjoy 'Genuine Tobacco Taste' 
and the Raleigh Lights SiouxFalls Expo IRA Rodeo, Sanctioned by 
the lntemationsl Rodeo A1m;1~iaticn." 
"Free from NEWPORT! Reserved seats to a Chicago Horizon . ,. . . 
soccer game. _ 
"Camel Expeditions. Maine's Allagash Wilderness. Where a man 
belongs." · • c"· • · ' · ·• • · · 

They've switched to Natural Light Wall Frazier_, Catf ish Hunter , 
Mickey Mantle, Ni.ck Buoniconti, Joe Frazier. 
wwin a KOOL balloon flight. Enler the KOOL Sensation 
Sweepstakes." 
wThe Thinking Man's Whiskey." 
''Name ttio· UTE BEER Ce/ebrlf/es." 
" Can Nancy w in three years in a row? Watch her defend her title 
in ~he._$125,~~0 ~olden Lights Championship." 



v\ThatS_Up: 
Doc? - -, 
by Alan 
l?hlrn~ MoDo• 

HE FOLLOWING MAILGRA..M was sent by DOC (DoctorS Ough/ 
, Care) to the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms . 
:uch recently held a hearing on advertising practices in the alcohol 
~ge industry. . - . 

"On behalf of the membership of DOC, -a national non-profit · 
~tion of 1,000 physicians and ~tfiers that is counteracting ; 
e adveT05Ulg of unhealthy lifestyles to children and tee;nasers, I . 
ith to ,e,::pre.ss our concern over the blitrltrieg of beer adverti~ing 
.at we ha~ reason to believe is aimed directly at YOW19 people. As 
?alth professionals, we see daily the: devastating toll taken by the_ 
unodente use of alcohol It ts especially enervating to see the · 
l"IOCent victims of traffic ac~idents caus.ed by drunken teenage 
;vers.. 
Our interviews with liquor store owners, advertising copywriters, 

-t directors and salesmen, and our extensive documentation of : 
!wspa{)er sports sectioris and sports magazine advertising trends 
-¼\.leS no doubt whatsoever that the breweries...:.... far more so than · 
.e wine or liquor segments of the industry - are aiming a major . 
iare of their rnessages ·at teenagers. By their increasing : : 
>0nsorship of televi5ed -sporting events, especially those that 
;soclare risk-taking with manliness, the major brewers have 
>dictated responsibility for ethical promotion. 
The sponsorship by Phillip Morris of .. beer busts for Easter Seals" 
akes a mockery of the fact that alcohol i.sone of the fearlingcauses 
· birth defects. The c~operative advertising ofliquor and soft drink. 

companies (for example, Seagram's 7 and Phii!ip"'Morris' 7-Up) and 
the. diveT'SifiC21tion of Coai-Coia into the wine business are ominous 
trends . . 

Even symbolic efforts such as requisite ingredient labeling, 
"'-amings to young women, and refusal to pe.rmit the words iighi'" or 
'-n21tural" or rhe sponsorShip by breweries of televised sporting 
~nts will encourage parents to believe that they again have 
society's support in taking back the rearin!J of their children from 
the false authority figures dromrried up by Madison Av°'enue at the 
behest or the brewers. ~ _. . -

As one who enjoys 21 beer with meals and has even recommended 
beer to some patients,·I should add that DOC is'riot a prohibitionist 
group and would have preferred voluntary restrainI on the part o f 
the industry, but we have no re2:si:,n to believe it is • .so inciined.ft 

Alan Blum, ~-D., President, DOC 
-

~ ............. ~••111:•~ .. ,.. ....... .,,.....-.: ............ 

JOhi"'l R. RICHARDS, ,"'1..0 ... of Martinex, Georgia, bro~ght to my 
anention the fact that Annheuser-Busch's Budweiser and Natura[ 
-Ught · beers helped to· fund the Muscular Dystrophy Associatfon's 
1981 telethon, hosted by Jerry Lewis. 

."\n Augusta, Georgia, radio station co-sponsored a seriesof"Beer 
Busts for Jerry's Kids" with the brewery, notwithstanding a caJl from 
Dr. Richards to the station mal"lclger informing him that a[cobol is a 
leading preventable cause of kids with birth defects.. After a very 
pregnant pause, the~nition rn4'-n<l51er e!Cpre~ hi5 ambal"T'ilSsment 
and appreciation to Dr. Richards. ~ · · 

In the wake'of its Chelsea baby beer fiasco, I would have thought 
Annheuser-Busch had learned not to mess with chiidre:n. fm indeed 
naive. 

IF YOU SHOULD happen to have seen the movie ·~superman II,n 
you· will have paid t o see a -10-minute cigaretle commercial 
sponsored h!i Philip Moms. Not only does Lois Lane smoke 
Marlboros but there is also 21 lengthy scene involving an overturned 
Marlboro de:Jive.iy truck-with a huge logo. Forget the fact thar there 
is no such thing as a 1\iarlboro deJivery truck. Kids don't know that. 
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WhalSUp 
Doc? 
by. ~AJffil- ~ 
Blum.~M~P0 

THE FOLLOWING is an ~xcerpt of a- lclter_ f~om -James H. _, 
Lutschg, M.D.., Baton Rouge, Louisiar.a, to Sports llh1strated. ,_. 
So far; at .!,east. it has not _succeeded in· altering the magazine's 
aggressive selling of cigarettes - athlete prevention, to coin a 
phrase: : - -, · - · · - - · 

... It- is h;dicrous that ·a publi~ation that dedicates itself to 
reporting sports activities,· where excellence in ·training 'and' 
conditioning mark the· winner, should promote cigarette sales." 
There may be light at the en-d of the tunnel yet. Noting one of 
your most regular advertisers (Philip Morris) has·each pack· 
emblazoned with, "veni, vidi, vici".(I came; i saw, l conquered),·. 
and your lack of sensitivity in this area that results in 13 full-page · 
ads for cigarettes (including the back cover, with the front cover 

'being cut down to ·make the four-page- fold-out even more 
conspicuous, I presume it is only a matter of time before you will 
succumb to letting the "cigarette companies have the front -
cover. It may be then that the infamous jinx that plagues those· 
that make your cover will then be their lot. By this method you 
may help conquer cigarette-related diseases which currently kill 

· and cripple more people than any other preventable illness." 

For an idea of how Sp~rts JIJustrated's publisher: might 
respond to such·a letter, I am indebted to Ron Davis, medical.'_ 
student at the University of Chicago ·School-of Medicine, for· 
-passing along the foilowing advertising copy in a recent issue of 
the U.S."Tobacco Journal; . .- - · · - · -

(A photograph- of hQI'S(!S leaving the.starting gate. Th~ ~aption;) 
. Comin' out smokin'. - . 

Who ca-n help tobacco advertisers keep a step ahead in the ~ce 
to sell their product? Sports Ulustrated. Each week 16,000,000 . 

__ readers turn to our pag~~~d __ many of_t~ern_a_r_e_.the people_yo_~_: 
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. most~,;_~oo··reach. '.Jn -fact; no·-other-newsweek!y reaches mer: 
iS-49 as effectively as we do. And we reach them in a uniqi'.ie and 

.. vital way: with sports news. Ifs some of the biggest news in their 
-~orld each week". It's news they're really involved in. And i1 
coulQ make _them more involved in your 11dvertising message as 
well. .:., _ - - :,. ·· ·· , · .. · · 

What's more, we back it _all up with the largest me;~handising 
. department in the _b~sin~ss.y':e can take your q:impany right to 
your salespeople; your.distributors: ancl your best prospects in 
a· variety of ways: with sports celebrities, sales incentives. direct 
mail, and more. ·' : --· · · · · 

~-- So call your Sports Illustrated _sales represei:,tative or Guy 
_Leedom; -Smoking .Mate rials :-,Classification Manager;_ collect 
- -212-841-4894. They-can help your advertising· message come our 
-~i:n~ki_n'. :~--~-=--·~. -~----··_·.~· . ., .. _u·,,- · · 
·-: -To ~y knowl~dge:·~ot on.e ·sportswriter has everwritt~nabout a 
menacing subject that makes the.greed of the baseballownersand 
playe~ seem like a case of Oliver Twist by asking for a bit more 
gruel: the veritable take-over of the sport by the alcohol and 
cigarette industries. -Small wonder why,· since the: leading 
advertisers in sports magazines and newspaper sports· sections 
also happen io-be the cigarette and alcohol industries. · 
· This, then, is baseball today: Oakland manager Billy Martin and 
Yankees owner George Steinbrenner selling lite Beer.for Philip 
Morris; Steinbrenner an~ other owners expressing concern for 

. the kids of America because of the baseball players· strike while 
accepting millions fro!Jl Philip Morris, RJ. Reynolds, and British 
American Tobacco to put up huge sig.:is· for Marlboro, Winston, 
and Kool in nearly every major league stadium; Willie Mays and a 
prospective buyer of the Chicag·o White Sox being-barred from 
baseba!l'because of ties with legal gambling corporations. while 
rhe chainnan of Annheuser-Busch continues to own the St. Louis 
Cardinals and the owner of the Atlanta Braves; drunk high school 
~nd ·college age rowdies leading to a dotJbling of the security force 

~at Chicago's Commiskey Park; R.J. Reynolds sponsoring the 
entire sports results page in more than one hundred major daily 

_ newspaper5; pretty, uniformed girls handing out free packs of 
Vantage cigarettes ·outside Chicago's Wrigley Field and other 
baseball parks.. · - · · · · ·-

In spite of the grolNing problem of teenage alcohol abuse and 
fully 30 years after the first conclusive reports· of the devastating 
toll on the nation '_s health and economy by cigarettes, the beer and 
cigarette takeover is nearly complete. 'Dlanlci to major league 
baseball and oth"er ~sports,~ the pushers have succeeded beyond 
their wildest dr:eams in capturing yet another generation. 
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