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Cigarette ad exhibit tracks
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By DAVE PAHKS
News staff writer

Ladghter and unazoment are
cOmmG Tesponses (o tho ex-
hibly, “When. 'More  Ductors

Smoke Camels” ... A Centory of

Health Claims in Cigarettes.”

After all, 81 now seemiy prepus-
terous for o physician or scion-
st 1o ghdorse 8 particular
brurd of sigasette for ity healih
Benefits,

Bul sueh endorsements wore
eoncotied rogulaly o tebacen
advertisemnenis throughout the
Hih Century, and there's g sg-
bering ending for the liny ex-
hibit of 25 print ads stretching
down g corrigor al the Alabama
Museumn ol the Health Sciences

ut UAB’s Reynold's Historical Li-

brary.

The exhibit's inale s an ad-
verdisement for o new brand of
cigareties, Ol Yeotor To-
baces is marketing (he brand
with the claim that 1t s the “fivst
reduced cucinogen cigaretie.”
Hetall sales are expected o slar
this month,

“W's the same baleney.” said
D Alan Blien, mrofessor of fam-
ity medicine and direator of the
Cenier for the Study of Tobaceo
and Society at e University of
Alabama in Tuscatoosa. “You
cat't smake safely, periad.”

When told aboui Blum's com-
ments, 8 spokéswoman  for
Deond sald, “The company feels
s boen very divect, and the ad
speaks for isell”

Canii's ad festures "An Dpen
Letter o American Smokers”
from Bennery LeBow, CEQ of
Veclar Tobaceo. The latrer con-
cedbes that Omnl has not been
proven 1o lower the sk of cun-
cer, but it also says:

“As we all know, smoking is
addictive und bazardous 1o your
bealth, However, the medical
community has identified spe-
-cifie carcinogens that are 2 ma-
jor cause of lung cancer in
smekers. g groundbreaking
move, we have greatly reduced
many of these. Let me be per
fectly clear — there # o such
thing as @ sufe cgarette, and we

ealth claims, endorsements
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This Lucky Strike ad is part of the exhilit "When "More

Docters Smoke Camely” |,
Cigaretias™

“Ies all a game. Is
like somebody
Jumping offthe 40tk
floor of a building
instead of the 451h
floor,”

Dr. Afan 8han

Professor of family medicine and
dirsttor of the Center Jor the Siudy
of Tobacre and Sociaty af the

University of Alabimma n
Tuscalonsn

go not encoltipe apyone te
stoke. B, we strongly belleve
that if you do smoke, Omni &
the best aliemnative.”

Blurm, who supplied ads in the
exhibil from a forge collection at
his center, said decades of to-
haceo indusiry advertising have
convinced the public that some
types of cigareses are safer than
others, .

‘s all & pame,” he soid, ®ivs
ke somebedy jumping off the
40ih floor of o buwilding instead
of the 46th floey.”

Perbaps the hest example s
‘the masketing of filtered ciga-
rettes, which people now believe
are szfer than non-ftered ciga-
rettes. But most people don’t

A Century of Health Claims in

kagw that carly cigavene Oliers
were mady bom ashostos, and
studivs have shown that people
who use filisred  cigarettes
staoke more than people who
smoke non-filterod cigareties, he
said.

“Is all a big boax” Blum
saiil,

Indeed, the old | advertse

- ments on display at the Univer

sity of Alsbama at Birmingham
are vuirageous, in hindsiglt, For
instance, a Lugky Steike ad cam-
paigy was based wpon a caim
that thousands of physiclans
had endorsed the cigarettes as
“less irvitating 1o sensitive or
tender throats.” The ads, which
began i the 18205, cven ap-
peared I nedical jowrnale Sime
flar wds were developed {or
Camel chgarettes and boasted
that "More Doctors Simoke Cang-
gls.”

The exhibiy runs through fan, 2
on the third floor of Lister Hiil
Library for the Headth Sciences,
1700 University Wled,
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