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Undverzity of Daliforviia medical scientists have found that ieer—aas
smolers spem most vuinerable, of any ase aroup. o permarnsent osneiic
tlamage., Evern i ST [ O 3 (1T o a2 Cart e parmanent ard lead
Lo oarmery. The Tindinga. [ weelc’s Jourrnal of the
Natiomal Careey Institute, may shock parents sod jolt teens whino
thirk smoking iz anly a "“temoorary’® bad habit. Butbt don’ i count
o The kad rews driviong floclkkes of adolescents to 9o cold turkesy.
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soirnilists fuuid ies DNA repaly, v 1ess successiul repair, in
cancer patlents who staried smoking earlier in 1ife. The highest
Sricey risk was fournd amore thoss wiho started smoking between ages
3 amnd 12, Researcherz thirk the 21ill-gvowing luvngs of yvoung peocple
may be most susceptible I permarent genstic chanaes.

The average smnokey staris at 12.5 years old. In Dhio, 1t*s 14,
That?’=s ot a time of life remowred for sound judgment or atiention
to medical rvesearch. Smoking is increasing amomnmg U5, females,

blacks and college sturdents (30 perosent). Rivls ""s#1177 eAch
other on smoking as ""welight control. ?”® Florida claims it lowered
student smoking rates with ags Teaturing ""anwy teens®’ furilous
at tobacoco company lies. .

But Dr. Alan Elum, foundey of Docteors Oushi to Care (ICC)., Ihinks
tiumor is still the best way to reach teens. Dr. Blum, who now lives
i Houston, created some aof the first spoocf cigarefte ads in the
137892 In Mliami — inciuding bus—bernch counter ads such as " "Country
Fresh Arsenic.’? He thirnks tabacco settiement billions should
rot e =urk i top-neavy rew anti-smoking bwresucracies but should

g into frequent., simple messaass soofing the btobacco product.
Like the fraud of cigaretise filters that make people inbale twice

as hard and smode mave. He also distrusts anti—swmoking groups’
drumbeat of rmeeding Rililons o ""=ave the lKids, *? at a tims when
tobacoo companies ayre zhifhting their marketing foward the post-1&
Zrowd.

The moof of success wlll be In semoking rates — o all age aroupe
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