
THE CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 

Univer-::,: i t:y crf Call f o r-riia medical E:c .ientist:=:; r1av'=· found lriat teen-d9<=:: 
.smoker·:=: seprn mo:;t vu.1ner·al:Jle, c•f any age ::1roup. to p1?rm;;n1i:,~nt 9en:o"tic 
r.1 c:unc1'.3e. Ev,::,n if t!-1ey quit smokin-3. dama'.:3e ca.n tre permanent and lEtad 
to c ancer. The r-1.nd:i n9:3 , n?:por·tei:I .in U'tis l,;eek' s Journal of U1e 
National C,~tns::::er Institute. may· st,ock pi:1rent~; and jo.l t tE•ens 1;.1ho 
thjnk :;;mr::ik1n3 i:c:: only a ""temr.Jo1--ary' • ba,j habit. But 1jon' t count 
on tr,e bc{d n,:=,\!..tS ,jr:i.ving fli:,cks of adole~=x:ents to '.::!O cr:iJ,j tud<e'/. 

f21.?n fataij_sJ:::=; ma:y fi':Jl.tr·e, ""!._tr:y quit if I'm a.ln:c'.ady cloomr?:1j?" 
Or- tr·1ey may· feel even moi ·e ,jrawn to ""for't1idden fruit.•Y <Jultting 
doe:3 allow fol .. ::,om,? lun".3 healix1':~ anij almost irnrn,~1jia.te improvement 
in l un3 funct.ior,. But the tiig new:::=; fr-om the Cali fo1T1ia study 1.va~; 
scj_r:':!ntists fourn:I le:;:f.; ONA r·ep.a1 r·, or less successful r·epai r·, in 
cancer patients who stal-- tect smoking ecfflier· in Ji fe. The highe~:t 
canci::!t· risk: 1.1.1a:3 found among tho'.':';e wi10 started ~;moki n9 betW1='.en ages 
'.3 anij 12. Re~;earchers trd.nk the sti.ll-9rowin3 lurr3s of youn-3 people 
may tu~ mo!3t ::=:=:u:::=:ceptible to per·manent 91::;onetic changes. 

The average smoker· stal·t!::: at 12. S years old. In Ohio, 1 t' :::: 14. 
That' :3 not a time of .life renowne,J for sound judgment or attention 
t:o medical researct·1. Smokl rt?, is i ncTeasin9 a111t:m9 U.S. females, 
blacks and col .l e9e ~; t UcfP.nt :::; (:=l0 p1~rr::1~nt) - h j 1-1 s " "SP l l • ' Pr\Cr"r 

other· on smol<in9 as ""wei9ht cont.-ol. ' .. Florida claim:::=: it lower·ed 
student smokin9 rates with ad:.c=; featur .in.9 ""an3i-y te,~ns' • furious 
at tobacco company Lies. 

But Dr·_ f'llan 8.lum. founder of Doctoi-s Oust-,t to Care {DOC). thinks 
humor is still the best way to reach teens. Dr. Blum, who now lives 
in Houston. created some of the first spoof cigarette ads in the 
197t.J:s in Miam.i -- includirt3 bus-bench counter ad:'.::; such .a-s ""Countr-y 
Fresh Arsenic. •" He thinks tobacco settlement tiil lions !:';houl,j 
not be ~:unk: in top-heavy new anti-smokin:i bun.?auc:i-acies but shouJ.1j 
go into fcequent. simple rne:-:=:=;sages :::=;poofing the tot,acco pr·oduct. 
Like the fraud of ci9arette filters that maki~ people inhale t 1,.rice 
as r1a1-d and srno!<e rnor·e. He also d.istr·usts anti-:'.::';moki n3 group::::• 
,jr·umtieat of needin:3 \)ill.ions to ""save tt-ie kid:~.~• at a time ~1r-1en 
to!Jac:co companies an':'. ::::=:1-i1 ft.in~f their• mar·ketin~, towi:1r·d the post - tf: 
c,-owd. 


