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Throughout the operation our irrepressible Medical Officer, 
Captain "Sammy" Vaisrub, had worked like a Trojan, had rendered 
service far beyond the call of duty; with his stout‐hearted 
assistant, Sergeant "Scotty" Adams, he endeared himself to all 
who saw the calm efficiency of his Regimental Aid Post. Following 
up the Centre Line, he had handled casualties from several units in 
addition to our own. When the heavy fighting took place near the 
river, he settled in a farm‐house about 600 yards short of 
"BENEDICTINE" and there he cared for upwards of 100 wounded 
within a 24‐hour period.

From: Pg. 68 “Crossing the Melfa”
A Record of Achievement A regimental History of Lord Strathcona’s Horse (Royal Canadians)
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Medicine’s Metaphors
Alan Blum, MD 

Iris  (Rainbow, Greek)
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Thyroid storm

Pancreatic islets of Langerhans
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Staghorn calculus

Thyroid cartilage (“Adam’s apple”)
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Lens (Lentil, Latin)
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Jaundice [Yellowness] (Jaunice, Old French)

Gland (Acorn, Latin)
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Frozen shoulder

Anvil [Middle‐ear ossicle]  (Incus, Latin)
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Anatomic snuffbox (snuif, Dutch)
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Aphrodisiac (Aphrodite, Greek)

Fontanelle (Little fountain, French)
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Fistula (Pipe, Latin)

Lupus erythematosus rash
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Acetabulum (Vinegar jar, Latin)

Arachnoid; angioma (Spider, Greek)
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Atrium (Open‐roofed central court, Latin)

Rod Bacterium (Rod, Latin)
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Geographic tongue

Caesarian section (legend)
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Chorea (Dance [Khoreia], Greek)

Cochlea (Snail [Kokhlias], Greek)
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Coccus bacterium (Berry, Greek)

Cushing's (buffalo hump)
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Climacteric (Ladder [Klimax], Greek)

Coccyx (Cuckoo's bill, Greek)
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Cortex of brain, kidney, and glands] (Bark, Latin)

Lumbricals (Worm, Latin)
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Molar (Millstone [Mola], Latin)

Muscle (Mouse [Mus], Latin)
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Navicular carpal bone (Little boat [Navis], Latin)

Hand bones suggesting Roman phalanx,
but originally Greek for log
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Ranula (Little frog [Rana], Latin)

Scrotum (Quiver [Scrautum], Latin)  
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Testicle (Witness to virility [Testiculus], Latin)

Squamous (Fish scales [Squamosus], Latin)
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Sella turcica (Saddle, Latin)

Scalp (Schelpe, Dutch)
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Atlas: first cervical vertebra

Strawberry red tongue of scarlet fever
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