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"A museum about when people used to smoke" 

While the hi story of tobacco use and its promotion could be traced through many 
centuries, its present-day status as the s ingle g reatest preventable cause of death 
and disease occurred primarily during the 20th century. 

At least a dozen or so tobacco mu seums have documented tobacco's hi story 
reflecting the ro le of tobacco in the economic and soc ia l development of the 
United States and othe r countries around the world. In my travels as a consultant 
and lecture r on the tobacco and health issue for the past twenty-five years, I have 
had the opportunity to visit severa l such museums. In not a sing le museum is 
there an accurate reference to the devastating hea lth and economic toll taken by 
tobacco use , nor an account of the public hea lth efforts during the past century to 
cou nteract tobacco use. 

For the past two decades, through DOC and my own initiatives, I have spent my 
li fe's wo rk stud yi ng the tobacco indu stry like a parasitic disease--monitoring, 
documenting, and sav ing every bit of information . A handful of colleagues 
throughout the world have he lped tremendou sly in this rega rd, and have 
con tributed their findings. 

The materials natura lly serve the estab li shment of a museum , one we have ca lled 
"a museum abo ut when people used to smoke." DOC's effort to develop such a 
museum fits we ll within our mission, and rep resents a goa l we have estab li shed 
and wi ll work toward over the next three years as part of our Millennium 
Campaign. 

Please he lp us in building Houston ' s Newest Museum. 

Alan Blum, M.D. 
Founder, DOC 

Please accept our invitation and join us 
for an evening to learn more about 
Houston's newest museum. 

Tuesday, April 1, 1997 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Moose Cafe 
1340 West Gray 

Host: Bill Sadler, Owner 

R.S .V.P. 

(713)528.1487 
(800)DOC.9340 
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