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Seventh"""graders 
hear all about 
ills of tobacco 
By Deborah D. Heldman 
Tribune-Star 

Dr. Alan Blum believes tobacco and 
alcohol companies are nothing more than 
drug pushers who use advertising in maga
zines and sponsorship ofsport.ing events to 
lure children to their products. 

On Friday, Blum urged Vigo County's 
seventh-graders to fight back in a variety 
of ways. He provided them with anti-Marl
boro man stickers, which he suggested be 
put on magazines that contain cigarette 
ads. 

The sticker contains a warning that 
says: "Many of the ads in this publication 
are misleading, deceptive and/or a ripoff. 
For example, smoking does not make one 
glamorous, macho, successful or athletic. It 
does make one sick, poor and dead." 

Blum also suggested writing to the I-!ul
man family, which owns the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway, and "say enough is 
enough. We don't need Marlboro al the 
Indianapolis 500." · . 

Tobacco companies sponsor ' racing 
teams and display their product by paint• 
ing race cars with product colors and logos. 

A message about Blum's comments was 

"Society blames seventh-
. graders for getting into it. They 

blame peer pressure. But it's 
propaganda." 

Dr. Alan Blum, 
anti-smoking advocate 

left with the secretary in the Speedway's 
executiive offices Friday, with an invitation 
to respond. The call .was not returned., 

Blum is founder of Doctors Ought to 
Care, a national organization designi'tp to 
il1crease awareness of how cigarette•com
panies recruit smokers tlfrough ad1i,rtis
ing, He spoke to the students as part of a 

. we.ekend-long canN?r symposium spon
sored bv Union Hospital's Medical Educa
tion Dejmrtment. The students are part of 
the Smoke-Free Class of 2000, a national 
project designed to create a nonsmoking 
generation . 

The physician, who also is an associate 
professor of family medicine at Baylor Col
lege of Medicine in Texas, showed students 
how toba~co compani% and breweries use 
advertising to make their products appeal
ing to minors, from Camel cigarettes' Joe 
Camel drnracler W the Miller Brewing 
Co.'s player of the game during sporting 
events. 

Blum waved ads in tabloid nc•wspapcrs 

and magazines to illustrate his point. He 
also showed pictures of popular sporting 
events and pointed out the advertising to 
the audience. 

"Society blames seventh-graders for get
ting into it," Blum said. "They blame peer 
pressure. But it's propagandai' 

Students gasped as pictures of cancer• 
ous lungs, blackened mouths full of cancer 
and a diseased liver were displayed on the 
screen in the front of the auditorium at 
Indiana Stale University, where Blum 
addressed the students. 

"This is what they don't tell you," he 
said. 

Brian Mason, a seventh-grader at West 
Vigo Middle School, didn't need to see pic
tures of diseased organs to keep him away 
from cigarette"S. 

"I don't plan to smoke," he said. i'l don't 
know why, but I just don't want to do it." 

However, not all students were con
vinced of the dangers of smoking. A stu
dent who \Votild only identify herself as 
Heather said she has smoked a few ciga
rettes, but· she wan ls Lo keep it a secret 
from her parents. . 

"I really don't think I will become a 
smoker," she said. "I just tried a couple of 
them." 

Blum admitted he is fighting an uphill 
battle against mult.imillion·dollar corpora
tions. 

"But I think bit by bit we are making 
some h(rndway," he said. "Five or six years 
ago, you could buy cigarettes in hospitals 
and now yoti can't." 
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