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DONNABRI'f'r 

The whole truth, 
so help us, God: 
And then what? 
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Don't be a 

' 

■ PBS's chief set sparks fly. 
lngwith his plane tor dra-. 
matic programming. /3C 

A II l!OtJR ~ttor I 1nw ''1'rue 
Lli!e," tho Arnold Schwoncno8-
ger hit nbout ~ womnn stunned 

to discover that her dull salesman hus
band Is sctunlly an international spy 
snd ~xvloslvet1 expert, a friend called to 
drop his own ~ombshell: 

Can gross jokes and video games turn kids off to cigarettes? 

"Did you know that your ox-boy• 
,frlend la blseKUal?'' 

l did know that "BUI.'' whom l'.d dat.• 
cd ror scvefol month,; In college, P<>vor 
mnrrlcd. I N?momber hle.c.hallonglng In• 
telled, macho s wegg41r anll boomh1g 
lough, and U,ac he moved Crom thi, Id 
west too large Northeastern city. 

HUI Is otlll lMng there. said my pal -
with his boyfriend, 

I hope they 're happy, But I won't pre
tend that learning about his eexual orl
enl.atlon wun't a bit startling, cspeclal
ly &l'ter th movie. I mean, there just 

:wwm't a clue. 
' It's IU<e hearing that the nerdiest guy 
In your high echool clU!! Ju•t marrle<I 
Janet Jackson, or IJeing the dumbfound• 
ed neighbor of a convicted ldIJ'er and In
sisting, "But he was the nicest guy." 

Whom, reaUy, do we know? 
The .wonuu, we luneh with daily at 

wnrk• Our oldest friend? Our lover, slb
ll"!IS, SIJOUII(>? 

Ou,·selves? 
1r it wore multiple-choice, I'd check 

"none of the above." 

S TILi,, I thought about 81U for a 
1011g r,lma Afl.er I hung up. This 
mnn's cider appeal wBe hie open• 

ne9II - hla rrankn .. • about his heart'• 
inner worldnga. Bleeplng wm, o't'her 
men nevet came tip . 

or course not, One of my 11.1011t emhar
,•a,;slng ffll!morlea is of having dJnner 
wlth a younger male friend during grad 
oehool, a guy whose many vlalts made 
me sure he had a cnish on me. Playing 
the tease, I leaned over and cooed, 
"What wou Id your parents say if they 
knew you were gay?" 

HI• face went so gray that tt,e only 
life In it was two moist, terrified eyes, 
In despair, he croaked: 

0 How did y0u know?" 
I didn't. But to h&ve so cruelly and 

casually exposed such pain was mortl
l'ylng. It flowed out of him: growing up 
tooUng disconnected; yearnl•g to be 
drawn to girls; wondering whether his 
attraceton grew out of his father's In
ability to hugld.m. "I've ncvortold this 
to 011yone," he said. or II thlO sad 
thiugs he told me, that was saddest. 

But W88 lt really eedder than the oth
er myriad drops In the bitter o<>een or 
,iecrets we awlm in? 

Psychologists say we are only as •lck 
ru; our secrets. But secrets are !Ike 1u1-
vel• - we all have them, and for good 
reason , lf we all came clean, a million 
marriages, not to mention soap QPerB 
r,Iots, would disintegrate. 

S O now I'm wondering about Bill . 
If he knew thCll that M WM bi
sexual, did t111 wish w skore his 

Hidden self'? How would I have reoct.ed 
ir he had? Does what he couldn't reveal 
make suspect what lie could - his 
quirky humor, hie outrage at h\luatlco, 
the vagrant charm'/ I believe Liley wu, 
as tnie a& any lie he may have lived. 

I can't Judge 8111. But I deplore Iles be
oauoo they -m tt, alrlp yuu or power. 
Vou Jufft don' t know whn~yuu're d I• 
Ing wl.lh. Which Is uro, buL 1ll untenable. 

At the end of the wondruw, movie" A 
Uiver Run., 1'hrough It," thnclderly 
narrator admiL, lie wrui conroundad by 

A number of stop-smoking advocates are counting on it 
BY ALAN GATHRIGHT 
Mm:\11)' Nt \n ::Stair Wr11l'I'" 

E DUARDO 

I _._ .!' 

i :f/~ ... ~ 

Valencia la In 
the video-game 

hotseat- stuck between 
emphysema ~lime and 
the kllle,· Mir.robots. 

~-
Other kids shout advice 

- "Shoot 'em!" or ''Duck!" 

- as Eduardo tries to save 
Jake Westboro, a &obacco 
executive with lung can
cer, and micro -surgeon • 

Rel< Ronan is here 
to make the world 
safe for breathing, 
and teach kids a 
thing or two about 
smoking 's dangers. 

Health& 
fitness 
• On-Ille-job ,.,. .. 
for fflOffll , Pogo ec 
• PIii for ,_ In· 
fao!lon1. Page IO 

Re,c Ronan, who Is battling tna!de Jake's 
gunky lungs. 

Eduardo is only 9, but he wie lds the 
"laser s calpel'' like an ace surgeon. He 
thumbs the Nintendo keypad anll Rex 
spins, spra,Yl.ng the laser ray~ to wipe out 
emphysema blo tches a nd the micro-sized 

robots - Microbots - dispatched by the 
evil tobacco companies. 

" Yesl " Eduardo says to himselt in tri

umph. 
Eduardo Is one of a dozen kids gath

e red at Plugged In, an Easl Palo Alto com
puter learning cente r, to tes t ''Rex Ronan 
- Experiment.al Surge on, " a ne w video 

c reated by Raya Systems of Mounta\n 
View and designed by the same people 
who made the gory Mortal Kombat. 

But Dr, Rex is engaged in real-life mor
t al combat: teaching millions of young 
video players the hazards of smolcing in a 
way that's not only fun, but kid-friendly 
enough that the lessons will sink in. 

" [t was dange,·ous ," Eduardo says of 
the vi deo game. "His lungs were all dirty 

and smoky and I needed to clean them out so he 
could breath better." 

Rex Ronan is the lat.es t weapon in an innovative 
arsenal that tobacc o foes are ai.ming at a deadly 
habit thal hooks 3,000 children every day - most 
betwe en ages 11 and 16, a ccording to the Nation.al 
Institute of Drug Abuse. Along with Rex Ronan, 
health advocates are trying everything from kids' 
trndlng cards that trash tobacco brands with potty 
humor to an Interact ive video soap-opera in which 
the hero ls torn between the sweetheart , who 
smokes, and her sister, who doesn't. 

It also is an acknowledgment that the traditional 
finger-wagging appl'oach - "It's bad for you !" - h8$ 
Its limits with kids. and thai a better atrategy might 
be to reach youngste rs wi th kid-appealing slang, 
technology and gross-o ut gags, 

A video game was a loglcnl starting point, given 
SetJ SMOKING, Page 70 

■ The gocd-lor-rou 
game. Pa907C 

■ Local o,oup, are 
hMe lo h.ip, 7C 

Trading oards lhat 
mock cigarette 
brands use a new 
weapon in the war 
again•t lobacco: 
humor 
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.frr,m•Pagt,·JC ; Re?1#j!ontihi 'Mt:iim¾'· •'· e:nt,i surgeon, f ci,ce's'h1s. qry,tw'J:, • :j;;~-~:. ~aupluf llmH I " ' • • • 

lhot ·,.,,,. ··,o nl1iio,;· Amerkon . • ' •• . . ·"· ' 1 
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famlllc Ila•~ V video gwne,,. In '\ -~ • ':?.· , •~-,, -~• - • .. &utit, t you ahl>Q\ lto ml,~I~; "" • f~--• 1oung5ter8 • who' ri 
the 8'~. Ro~ llon1111, •JUfll~ll/ ' , , ! uE: KID~. ,ti •elu,ie -'Jn, tompu eJ"' . tally up& the <lll<!>IIQn,, , , •• ,. . __. f,but I ll ■ kid■ lov■ II,' " . r~ther n1ht than ,moke: -· 
mnrllol orto ma,ter, ~htlnk• 10 ( ? ,. eaml1111,«!'te~,.~ ~ .t al6111to •lrudy , '1~An~ Avgusto wtnu opt.lq~t.l.)&\ al oir l•Ytl'JI/ / , . I • · -· - • ■ Stop Tocn-ega Addle• 

· Mor-mlcr03~pl lu 10 MOI! th• "' \ mnke;u.Jtli:own,lp~I•, tan.oo.,s ,, nd,i' ii, ch0030 dllren:nt w~1POiilra9dlfo.n!conllgu~J r;,,J ~- '" lion to Tobacco, (408) 247-
, •Ulng lob•= fl( • l'h•YClll •faoe '"Pl~n ~ mu[1Uf4_.dtl - No •. alter ~-"''".'d 0~'!"'.'! th• mni,,.llkO P•lh ' Rex-.w,nd~rs' Ilidl~rut~· ' f OctObU;J - ~,- ' r .. lier, STAT, combat• Illegal to-
•• Incr .. slnRIY cl••ll•u&h•R Jour-_ Ronll,.l]~0rJ.~t 11~ •.1,00 ,. ~ , ,. ' f ••" ,. J)otlcnt' body. And I _th').!!Mhirobolf~M ·,, -~l1J, ~i:t.;';!j•~~~u~t>••·•~~ or ' borcu sol" and promollona. 
ney from the mouth, throuK/11116 , t/.~i'si' loJa;ill~llr(ound tho X• IOQ h•nl. ' tu wMI.I 11> b1Ulholdl # -•-• (YOTu~ '""j! - t' i• • The Bridge Cin•nseling 
lungo, hHrt nd bi,ln, Wblte ui/; ' !{n,•fi•• tm'many•tn,ml a.ml tnoy O'lmo •t :1 S!llh "I lhlnk It'& preuy -oocl 'tori.ft NUratro " M •JI e nte.r~fl f. prog~m• (◄08 71D-Zl l3) d 
Ing Rex's l~r sr.•tpel Ill bllis-~ tai; , ,· ou' AII ' at once: . JJ. l'l)r lTll~~n\1-011~ ,moklng 11.l 13me," No•h •a:,s. 'T\$ lll<c mnfe.vlbloiic(,·~. mins .. ,ln~)111~"8 "1: 1 :::;:;, "wh:.~ · ~~;h Vall;y coun••l~~g • 
pl1quc, pte•C•nt•rou• coll!! and 1 • ,1u.,.ltoN1 that l'Ol> up wl,en you •hnol • m~rl Dul lhls protly riool."c' ~•-- - J ~r..,r• "f: • ,mua U k! rop Cenler (408·B42-7LJ8) ft.r~ 
01h,r smoklna d•m•l!•lfrla.yt ) ! )Boni\!, she ~dds: "T~cy do11'l WI you thGt m~ h, •~-Ah, y9, n\ort vlol•nao,; \ ,. - • , \: • lll<1$~\,,1oCrtltc an ·5l!'O nJ , creating antl••moklng 
encounter "Smart Dombs # 1Jo11{ ; ',A-11,ycu dot,, ,hool.' " 1 ·•1•d ltke 10 se.<!• more YlolenCf," a1ya Augu,to. • "°11 •,, , ··.·, " : ; • . rou 5 ,lm•d at Lotlno 
the way, which tnlU(tr~e/fllR [ . iJ Those •mlrl bonlbl _the'"'" ~ ny or drlY• "I'd llke to s,:e somo ot thHllt Md mm:ou Juff ; : r1:~ com~d)', It . A ·,Dog, ~nut~•- , 
smoklna quullon ,about mok •• l 1,,8· l ome ~uc:atlonnl Udblts al>Out ,mokln1 - fllll on (Jltx) llld make lllm dl..olve -~"'"""""'ri • Life ..c:s • O~v•~.LqU•nn'!fl•l!S• J , ■ GIiroy Unified schonl 
Lng'J dlllg•~ 

1 
• didn't do tnvch to foot l4•Yelll'Old sol\w1rc wMz - until h's Just hi eye,_ and! ploa, ,~C ••-• 1 • que, O:clQggle e:r ''! l~I~~~ l~e;. ' Dlstrlcl has • fan,11,y-b.,.ed 

Tho 1,mes developm,nt Wu. ,i.u!!Wto fcrc111do or 17-yenr-<tld Noah Dunttll, 1tkldng out of puddle. ~ ., i i rloga_~ye;-v ow wh tJI 
1 

~.,l 1 •otl-~ moklng progrJm lor 
flmded by lhe U,S, l')l~Uc fle•hh;. alth,r. They so,y d lg,icrs should ehAnK ttic '. :·No'!, ,lhal'1 my, Idea ~(,• game. • • l!ve "(~th ... • 4."'~ker. ,. • ,; youlh 1nd womon, Coll Mn,-
Sorvlec &l\d o,,nromlQ 5 Tob•~; -w ■)' Smtrt flomb 'Ill tlo•~ re lr\118 red, ,be· - Al«~ O<tlll"'!lll • TIie yfe, _ors pllll l•ad the I doa i, '. QII Arnold, (~08) sn-i100. 
rel11ed DlscllAe Ru ueh , I ro· • • • • •· • 1, .. 11derlnR ~round U1~ apattm111r • _. • 1'he FlllplM•Amorl<an 
grain. • • • · . .. , where lt oncounterda11 t~es~ Chn!flber or t;ommcrQo of 
l "A viii'° t;a.m• 1Uows 115 Lo ,, , ,,._ , , • • , aros.• acen t , llkl! when he il1~ lo. , , S3lltA Clara Coun1y nnil the 
~ell kids ~l Jusl th gc wl ';" • . , ,. , c , · , . • ' , gel a rlrlnk out or U10 lollot whore , flll lllo Pride Club nt ov-.r- ., 
!hoy'rc hOL am9kt11,, ~u~ they\! your ash.' ' The card, a,o l!fflbln, Ille Ame cnn Lung As.-oclntlon l.n :,lo Of lblm~I tr.ta ~ -~r~r :i~ • Uce ow,m'1 dumped an t1Sh1J1¥ [citHlal\SeJiool 4rt lt~lnlng 
,i.ut btlng tempt.1:d 10 ,mok~. VlnH with wo.,;k)o, oolorrul c,1r-. I.OJ AnRCl!ll•Whcn h HW 00C ' ..... - ut o ove ' C). Perl chuk 51\YI, • f f' people .to ttBCh yo,11.h and 
uys StJinford , pliychlatrl8I C. toons • th Rt uvngc cl1t1rc1te lnvcnth c, (ll rccl10M1ctlnn eam• Tllru Rormno.nj a Jl'ftn Bay ~ ' In the soRp ·- ''Smoldc·rfng•, • Camlllts bou mo~lng, c II , 
Ban-.Taylor, a fimoldnJ~ •lion bru,ds ("Bo.rlboro," "\flrslnl• ~ pllgn. , , , ., - ' btcco . contro ~ ucator fl O .IC1111a"· - the a11dlen1Ce baa r.o • • tMra Oe I• v,g~. l~Ol!-) 
rcsurcher who h~!ped pre-test Slime," '"Ncvr®'1>5'!'"J and a mp. , ;. Now, ht's :bu,ung up ~Ids et .. ~aught .e.,r Mon• I.our through decide ch dllemm• or )mnky Lu ~ 2S3-0S33, v...-
Rex Ranu1 on Mountain Vlow , nlde that u bodlly•tu•cUon ltu,/ echoo!s amt ,i'Barf-0.qu rrom • aeou.i $Ch?:'l!J In 8~:,v• q<>unty,' ca,, who It"-• Just lnhartte<! UC, !. • to3 Gatos, s.,r~tog 

~choo1 clllldroa , ~!.• company mor to ihun the d~areue Rdvcr-. CAl1fom1• ti> ,Wlat'Clmt11, roRmlng ,WIS<O~I~ .. - • • . · . mltllon. On llle •~e or hls ·wtd-: and campb u hoot db· 
also mlll'kcta o.n Alo,-prtventlon ti.Ing «l'l)lolutlon otyoung PIO:' t.1,,r..counuy!ln lt!s~B..rt Moblle . ,, klds •w~re ~log, 1 Vt amok~ {ding. hi, brtda's slslA!r- wl>o b ' , trlcta orfcr r fldUCQllon 
Vl<lco 1llme and a~mes lhlll. h Ip ~ l)!e : • 1 . • )I.' t: 4 •M,,clod In • •B11tfln8 Team roe- ••B11rtboro and (raking) barnng llso l.u~as• u-n,ncee -7rc•1~ progum 10 guldo young 
young dl1ooe1 end a:rthm11 pa- • • :,r 701,-rc·' fnit l of offending Ing sul -~ ' '• ' , tnto big.,," He a1Jo ran• video l .pur 11ftcr ••nl1hlng durh11 a I women In m·~klng healll\f 
~••111 mo.,tor tttlr own care., PfOpleyou might., w,11 give up;• ~• "KIib lnl.,t,me bkauae I C&Jk ' Saturdl\Y Nlllht I.Ive •poof "°"!' ' rny,terloua pl•ne ~r-,h. • , , choices.~ c,n l, ,I), Hlr· 
'!' "Evenollhb11ga,kld1la1cwan bl,caUM! ldcb want to be grossed lboutfthlnp ll,1t arc lmporunt ,1mcrdal tor. "fli, LunK Bn11h .111& curr nt_.btld! I• -• : nun, • i sthklau (408)364-2520. 
owM lo! aba\lL the rllkf of smol<•. ou , . Tltet's what wofkl wltl• • 1 w llltm ■.nd1 act ,tllcm, (nvolvtd •1wMch howJ • moker swlllow- amoker · bu,- the u , flancte 1 ,I 
l~B 1t11d they're stronP,ly • aJnst kfdo,'' 811111\ i,~ys. ....::;: .':· - ~~~/ ln eolvtng tll~. p,ob!em.:.I don't "19 • wire bro h to remove 11-r' ' lmo.k<:1>)lk<111 chlmney.•"We Tllal• ~ .. . ., _ 
smoking.So wue<i lht go.mo rein. t ~Blum nld he dccld~I 17 yl,arsJ look JU11, tlll, ~ auU.Or\cy n1- r tai:- ~h•11.- B1rf MIIJ\ ,U,.ell~t)wn -~ play;,h r UPtU lhl• P11 J'•n . 1.:..=;._.;;_ = ....;-:-. - _-,,---~ 
fordna•l~6!!11,~ttl .. ,desfe.>'1 qoloitop'.'"!'•S11ln1ann,, .'•t Ul'll l, ho'~ . d .rng I~ ~~. them, !oCOfllO,Upw!th' • n•w, nam tor ~ r:iShe'a Yer)" •unctht • . , ' 1· .. ·, 

.already have •• ,.. .. ~ ........ . , Amok1>n and 1mJn1 abcmt c•n• 1bou1 tob~~M8t1'9. ••~ ,,7, ., . f.001.cl~t.ultu, ahe ~~un di , and , vlv1cto11•. but evcryw\1ore , , ~ ~ h 
1 10 IO• 

~: Wh~n It come, tO'loii''!HJI mno- cer ind f.e.ut ,dbusc. 11 n.ed 1 lt works - ~d with Utt 114decil)I UJe l~cb!.IIIJ.!>!lted ,;r!IO~ "DTI!P ;11111· 1oe;.-1he't.followH by , t111, thMt• r~!JI ,~, • • .U. llO ..:" 
va!Con, the J!ou,to11,b-d P,?c:-, the ·ti tdick ''ohlo the p~,heni 'u 1/Clrtua o(m1kln11du"lts quoctsy.,( • 100 J• ,~ • • • ~ •• 'cloud't>flnloke.'./t 1 _ ,l flt At let.o. •i; !Jvr. 
tors .Ought ,lo C•!•. "(1)9C)ffiaa. ·.1111ong j,,hohi he lnclu 1t1 p,io~· •, }' H"! Joke., ~ so ~• cou-1 °A.noll_lai•· •n1l-,m~ kl n( oom• h au~ U,e kid• contm th• g..,ur.·· • Kl~ IIJ\d ld~~i:s' t,i;t 1 ,,1~: 
round Ut1t- lilib are :o/¥!1 al it« 'uonol 'putnen 1uoh as aporu · ;pall!" i. ''Smoke-Fl-re.,,:V1 ;.• n In· . :::You c .. u.oclually h•~• t.ucu de- l lll,m • u~I I Ol•en tho! 
hJpl).)' to help rtdJC!Ule U1 ,to~~ , !ev,nts and t>1int media. , . , 1 - , , 1 -· .'- : Ura0Uv,,lv1tlco aam,. 1n1 tha .. dde to man-y (u,e mo~ar) In.the I I ~ejr, t ~ •;;0~~:- hrellh edu • 
lnd11.111:Jy'• mr,g1-dolbrlmaft- J or, I , •tr you make amoldn~ a fo rbid. I , . . . •• ·" .,, • Btrktley,buc,I Amei'foana for ..,,d: ' • _ , , rctr "ng ~ • hi 

I 
I 

I 
ti 

~moklJll meu.1~• !L !8So01; •dim rrn11; kJd3 will try that mueh\ '. WHERE TO TUAN iHon•1mok~n~:111111ts •rund for ; Ha 't r,11 1t alx Eaat SM'J~ e11t1on i111 bo!hpra ~ht• •:,r.,:l<!~ 
and &ei.,J. 1 

' ... _ 1• hllfd r to get II" Bhunaa,y~. 000 : • • ' , '"811 In aclioolJ •a.nd fOl.llh 1••"1t.!1 hlth ac:htxJ!s, nlnth•srndcr, WIii ~ n: ero ope utl dllrd 
".'t"Wc call OUl'!<!(VC, \J,c U<J.lvl~ "INIA!~d wants io Cllt dcmAn(\ l>Y . ' llell'llllOllf!DV-IIOmOo/lhll ~ "'·' ~- • . V •• •• team ,about ,moklng haurd~, wlll llalp lllam ~tCft . !tt.11 . 
a.nd Bvt.t,he.•d' or uia anll,emok, ~voyb,z bntnc\ •PllC!al , .,:'anll-~ 1)14tellals tVlilllllt<._ •' 'W.e're ti-ytnjj to ruch klus It • proper nutrlllon' s11d ncrclao \ud lrutnic;tlon , 
Ing movement," said Dt;~Alan Thia •,pr1ng at flou . .i~~•i,Vl;,.. t• • • · • • .;. '; C:-1uea.1 ,ges •l2 to 16" -the tiom I hc•rt-hc•lthy 1n1emctlve '::;' -'.11/lth no puccnl of ,m.oke:; 
Blum, tllo ,r011p'j foundar and • atnla SUIM Tcno!o 1'oumamen ! Ao A ... ..n - Ellp■,1m■ni. • • ige wll n tlley 11.re nnc tf.lllpted computer game U<!Jletl by Stan•• ot1rtto1 In their 1een,, henllh • · 
llaylor me<tlcal ll<!hool prof.essor, ror INt.ancc, DOC bo11ght i "'"' ~ rete~• lor 159.115 IIIICl , • ~moko,' ,aid Amy' Poruchuk ford University 1"1'5ofardl•rs. , a• Yoc•tos hope c:ompu1cr gorne 
who'o be\ln l'/l't.lktnc lht !OhCCO . leM:Ollrt l>Hl for • glMt P•Ck or I • •· la ••IJltble an Super Nlnttodo ... 110 lnve1110<! the 8Amt white It i' Ca.Utd uve Magu.ln , IJI pro- wlll holp lll~m "'P tho lnbaca, 
1ndUstry i,lnoo he worke!<I on his "\ll~lnla Sllmc." •At tho l.0~1 · Enl&rutlnmentSy&II~) • C.Wave, 11 Sm rrtnd:!co ,hcallh grRm lots yo,1ngstor9 fO on a lndus1ry'1 future dlentoto. 
bl9h .sclcool newsp~fl<!• In IOG4, • Buch Grand Prix U1ey pla.,tcred. :. ~,;;~~To•QO , 1oltware flnn. ,"We wanted 111 "'Smokttrs Dating Garnc1 · where 
·: OOC'a lalellt clrort Is "ll«:k o· . • •:o..rt on Marlbo0ro" hlllooard to ' , ···• ~• , lreoch ldds who mlghrnot be P~Y- they """ J~ t how ''c:oal' It 11 to 
Duua =- trading c11tda IJl HYO c:ountcr Mulboro'•· auto racing • DOC'• o.cic O lllltt b'fldloQ , • J"S attonlton In school or .may be , dllc 1 1moke.r, u.)' Joel KIiien, 

• " • 1 • • • :: ~ - romotlo .. , , .,} Clfd1, t tlclc•• Ind po,i, ro can · r,:ldy dropped OUL" • lh~ resurch p,ychologl,t who: 
1
• • • p "We wlnl to mAke It so thot • .: lMI oblalned by wilfl!:!g DOC, •-' · Srnoke-Fltt TV - or STV - la coding ti, pNlject at Sian rard e 
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