-+« CHICAGO:SUN-TIMES, Sunday, April 10, 1988 7 -

‘Doctors woo sports team from tobacco firm

- By Howard Wolmoky

: ~In a medical first in this country,
a.doctors group has wrested spon-

sorship of a sports team away from

a tobacco company..
The U.S. Boomerang Assocx-

ation’s team, which includes the -

world’s No. 1 and No. 2 boomer-

angers, will be going to the World .

'Cup competition next month in
-Australia under the flag of Doctors
-Ought to Care, a health promotion
group with more than 6, 000 mem-
be

Phxhp Morris, which sponsors

’.Lthe Virginia Slims tennis tourna- -

:ments, Marlboro Grand Prix auto
:race and many other sporting
events, was going to pay for the

‘boomerang team’s trip until team
] uilt, -
Chet Snouffer, captain of the three- ..

‘members were stricken by

‘man team, told the Chlcago Sun-
.Txmes last week.

Dr Alan Blum, bOC chau’man fj

" Houston, said,

' and a facu]ty member in family

medicine at Baylor University in
“This a break-
through in separating sports from
tobacco companies. We hope other
medlcal groups will follow our ex-

ample.”
- But” Steven
“'Weiss, ! man-

“ager ‘of "media
relations for
Philip Morris,
- said,
al, the -DOC
_group : is seiz-
.ing-rupon-‘a
very ‘benign

trying "to cre-

Chet Snouﬂer

out of nothing.

Snouffer, 31 who is the top-rated
boomerang thrower, said. the team-
desperately ‘needed $12,000 to at-:
tend the World Cup competition in-
Barooga. Australm, starting May 6.-

“As usu-

:gituation- and .

-ate. something_

Durmg competxtwns, boomerang
throwers are ranked in eight
events, including accuracy and how

long they _keep the boomerang,.

aloft.
- Snouffer, of Delaware, Ohlo, smd

contact with - Philip . Morris ‘was :

made when another team member,
Barnaby Ruhe, a New York artist,
hﬁd an agent try to obtam _sponsor-
ship.”

3 “They promlsed us all kmds ofi

publicity,” Snouffer said. “If we'd -

wear big Philip Morris logos on our i . own “Emphysema’ Slims”
ments over the last four years, of-:
: fered "to raise ‘the “money for-th
+ U.S. boomerang team. Thus far, he:

chests, they told us we'd be on:
[ABC-’I‘V’s] ‘Good Mormng Amer-

- ica’ and so on.’

“The issue caused “a rift” in the
team, Snouffer said."He said his
position was “supported by -Eric .
Darnell, of South Stratford, Vt., :
the No. 2 boomeranger, an-asth-."
matic “who falls over dead when he .
gets near smokers.” The third team
member, Ruhe, a reformed smoker;

~over ‘their foes’:

et attentlon for a sport that is
Tittle known m this country, said -

Snouffer.

. Meanwhxle, Blum hea:d of the -

teams dilemma. . s
He noted that -anti- tobacco

"groups long have been burned up

sporting events. “It was time to put

~our money where our mouth is,” he.

. said. “Tobacco companies have put
enough lungs on the barbie.” .-

. Blum, whose group has run. its
tourna

“has lined up $5,000.-He hopes to:
: obtain’ more - from " anti-smoking .’

“groups and individuals. Donations,
can “be sent.to:-DOC, P.0. Box'

31604 ‘Houston,: TX 77231.: :
- Weiss said Phxlxp Morris was dis

; ppoxnted because ="the :. company;
felt a tie-in with:the- boomerang,. slicing through a Marlboro pack,”
team was a. natural after:its spon-=:ihe: gaid. i

sponsorship - of .

sorshlp Iast year of Dennis Conner,
“who recaptured the America’s Cup
title in yachting from Australia.
.But he said it was clear, especially
- after Darnell’'s physical sensitivity

;. to cigarette smoke came up, that it
‘*was in the interest of both sides to

end negotiations.’
‘He stressed, however, that Philip

“Morris, does not require any ath-

- letes that it sponsors to smoke or
defend smoking.
- There was precedent for doctors

sponsoring a sports team. In-1980,
an Australian eye specidlist perscn:
ally underwrote a cricket team that

had : been -pursued by a tobacco

ircompany. - :The doctor-sponsored

‘team wore antx-smokmg logos on
xts uniforms.”- -
::Blum, the new patron of a sports

'team, said his next step is working
up “a“logo- for  the boomerangers.
**Maybe -we’ll have a boomerang

- favored ‘taking: the :money :to help::
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