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This is the postcard some doctors plan to send to congressmen

when thelr constituents die of cigarelte-related lilnesses. " -

Doctors use ‘obituaries’
to fight tobacco lobby .

By Howard Wolinsky

Frustrated by legislative inaction
on tobacco issues, angry doctors
soon will send unusual messages to
Congress: “obituaries” of patients
who died from smoking-related dis-
eases. s

Starting next month, some doc-
tors will sign and send black-bor-
‘ dered posteards to congressmen to
tell them when a constituent dies
from lung cancer, heart disease or
other cigarette.refated iliness, said
Dr. Rick Richards, president of
DOC (Doctors Ought to Carel, a
health- -prom stion group that has
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b b during the next auh;,ln"x-
.aimmi session when a hill to ban
tobroce :::iw"i:smg and promatien
will be reintroduced. The American
Medical Association, which has be-
come incressingly sotive i anti-
tobacco cfiorts, has urged passage
cof the bilk
“Our congressional ]def_{b nwc.
to be sensitized to tobacco issues,”
said Dr. Alan Blum of Manhasset,
N.Y., founder of DOC, “One of the
haunting tragedies of this century
is how little Congress has done to
counter the’ smoklhg epidemic.”
Richards -eited a  recent Wall
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the Tobacco Institute has mgmtlatd
ed itself to some congressmen in
several ways, including paying
honorariums for making a few re-
marks to a regulsr Tuesday break-
fast. “Those $2,000 breakfast pre-
sentations may dull the reality of
1,000 deaths a day,” he said.

Congressmen and aides involved
with tobacco issues could not be
reached for comment on the obitu.
ary postcards, but the Tobacco In-
stitute was not amused.

Brennan Moran, assistant to the
president of the institute, said the
cards “will raise the level of hyste.
ria. These are the sort of tactics

neyme anti-smoking ;'mupq have
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The posteard campaign is baqed
on an anti-tohacce program mount-
ed by the British Medieal Associ
ation in 1084, A Canadian group
faunched a similar campaign three
weeks ago and already has distrib-
vied 33,000 cards, said Dy. Andrew
Pipe, chaxrman of Physicians for a
Smoke Free Canada.

DOC is making its cards avnil
able to physicians and county
medical societies for 32 per 100
cards. Interested individuals can
write to to DOC nt HH-101, Medi-
cal College of Georgia, Augusta, Ga.
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