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He comes from the rear of the pack in a backup car to take the rain-shortened 500. sporTs, Pace1

~ Alan Landers was once
a face for Big Tobacco.

Robert Duyos, Sun Sentinel

Now the cancer-stricken ‘Winston man’ is ﬁghtlng to stay alive for
what he hopes will be a decisive legal showdown with the mdustry

Tt 1 can make it to court, they re not gomg to win.’

By Liz Doup .
STAFF WRITER

Count Alan Landers among as many
as 9,000 people in Florida with legal
cases involving tobacco companies.
His voice, however, is unique.

In the late ’60s and *70s, during the
peak of his modeling career, Landers
used his picture-perfect looks to
make smoking appear stylish and
pleasurable. He appeared in Win-
ston ads on billboards and in maga-
zines.

In late December, four months be-

fore the former cigarette pitchman -

was to go to trial against R.J. Reyn-
olds and other tobacco companies,
Landers, 68, was diagnosed with yet
another cancer: a tumor on his right
tonsil, following two bouts of lung
cancer and emphysema.

“When I got the diagnosis, I
thought about killing myself,” said

Landers, sitting in his Lauderhill -

apartment. “But that didn’t last. The

Timeline

Trace tobacco advertising and legis-
lation in the United States. Page 17

tobacco companies have been Wa1t-

ing for me to die for years and I
haven’t. I'm not going to give them
the satisfaction of beating me.”

On Thursday, a jury decided that
nicotine addiction caused the death

of another Broward County man. It’s
the first of those estimated 9,000

cases to go to trial since the Florida .
Supreme Court threw out a record '
$145 billion class-action jury award

in 2006.

“I'mpleased, even though it’s long‘

overdue,” Landers said. “It’s a shame

the husband wasn’t alive to get clo-
sure. Justice delayed is justice de-

nied.”

Landers has an April court date in

Palm Beach County, where his attor-

ney will argue that smoking caused

his life-threatening illnesses.

Because they’re heading to court,

R.J. Reynolds declined to comment
on “what we’re bringing to the ta-

ble,” said spokesman David Howard

» LANDERS PAGE 17
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Winston

ILTER CloAWRTTES

Winston tastes good
like a cigarette should

King Size and Super King Size

Robert Duyos, Sun Sehtmel

Alan Landers, left, was the face of Win-
ston cigarettes, as in this classic ad
photographed from the personal collec-
tion he saved from his modeling days.
Landers is fighting cancer and is suing
tobaceo giant R.J. Reynolds.

More photos and video
See photos of Landers dating to his advertising days and watch a
video of him talking about his case. SunSentinel.com/landers

Downturn
worries
private
colleges

Parents likely to seek
less costly options

By Scott Travis
STAFF WRITER P
Many expensive private universi-
ties could lose students this year
. as families search for cheaper al-
ternatives for college, a new re-
port suggests.

Fewer students will choose
schools such as Palm Beach At-
lantic University in West Palm
Beach, which charges $21,250 a
year for tuition and fees, and
Nova Southeastern University in
Davie, which charges about
$19,000 a year, a report from
Moody’s Investors Service pre-
dicts. Instead, they will opt for
state universities (about $4,000 a
year) or community colleges
. (about $2,200 a year), the report

. suggests.

With jobs being lost home val-
ues dropping and the value of
market investments tumbling,
many families have less money
for college, the report says.

So far, most private universities
say they haven’t noticed any ma-
jor decline. Spring enroliment
was strong, as are apphcatlons
fornextyear.

“But what they’re concemed.

- about is fall of ’09. Who will show
up?” said Ed Moore, president of
Independent Colleges and Uni-
versities of Florida, which repre-
sents 28 private, not-for-profit

. colleges in Florida. “Yourapplica-
tions can be healthy, but you’'ve
still got to have them walk
through the door.”

Moody’s, which analyzes the
creditworthiness of universities,
said most families consider col-
lege a non-discretionary expense,
so students will get their educa-
tion somewhere. They will likely
still attend Ivy League schools

» TUITION PAGE 9



Tobacco
timeline

1903: Harper's Weekly in
August states: “A great
many thoughtful and

. intelligent men who
smoke don'’t know if it
does them good or harm.
They notice bad effects

when they smoke too
much.”

1908: New York City
passes Sullivan Act, its
first smokingban. Women
can’t smoke in public
establishments. One
woman is arrested, but
the mayor vetoes the ban
two weeks after it's

" passed. An earlier at-
tempt to outlaw men
smoking in front of wom-
endidn’t pass. /

1917-18: United States
joins World War I, and
cigarettes are provided in
military rations. Those
opposed to sending ciga-
rettes are accused of
being traitors. It's re-
ported that virtually an

" entire generation returns
from the war addicted.

1925: Philip Morris’ Marl- '

boro, “Mild as May,” is
~aimed at “decent, re-
spectable” women.

1950: Lucky Strike’s “Be
Happy, Go Lucky” wins TV
Guide’s commercial of the
year. (Cheerleaderssing:

~ “Yes, Luckies get our
loudest cheers on cam-
pus and on dates. With
college gals and college
guys a Lucky really
rates.”)

1951: TV's I Love Lucy
begins, sponsored by
Philip Morris. The ani- -
mated titles that open the
show feature the charac-
ters of Lucy and Ricky
Ricardo. Shown as stick
figures, they climb out of a
giant pack of Philip Morris
cigarettes.

1955: CBS’s See It Now
airs first TV report linking
cigarette smoking with
lung cancer and other

. diseases. (For the first
time, newscaster Edward
R. Murrow is not seen
smoking on TV, though he
hadn't quit. Murrow died
of lung cancer in 1965.)

1964: First U.S. Surgeon
General’s report linking
smoking and lung cancer.

1971: Ban on cigarette
advertisingonradioand
- television takes effect.

1975:U.S. Department of

Defense stops distribution

of free cigarettes to sol-
diers.

1985-86: Cuban leader |
Fidel Castro reportedly
stops smoking cigars for
health reasons.

Around the saine time:

The U.S. Surgeon General -

asks toy maker Hasbro to

_-stopincludingapipeasa

Mr. Potato Head acces-
sory. .

1991: A study finds that
91 percent of 6-year-olds
can match Joe Camel to
his product; cigarettes,
and that he is as recog-
nized by preschoolers as
Mickey Mouse.

1992: Nicotine patch is
introduced.

1997: Tobacco compa-
nies settle Florida Medi-
caid lawsuit for $11.3
billion. -

2000: A jury awards Flor-
ida smokers punitive
damages of $145 billion.

2003: Florida bans smok- ;

ing in most workplaces.

2006: Florida Supreme
Court tosses out $145
billion jury award saying
each case must be tried
separately so plaintiff can
prove addigtion.

Sources: tobacco.org and Sun
Sentinel archives
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| ‘My

anger
has kept
me alive’

Smoker to crusader

Almost 14 years ago,
Landers signed on to a
class-action suit alleging
that cigarette companies
intentionally hooked their
customers on nicotine and
conspired to hide informa-
tion about smoking’s haz-
ards.

Since then, he’s dubbed

himself “the Winston
Man,” a pitchman turned
anti-smoking = crusader

- who’s pleaded for tobacco

reform here and around

the globe for the World

Health Organization.
. During those ‘14 years,
legal wranglings have de-
voured time and filled 39
volumes that stand almost
5 feet high at the Palm
Beach County Courthouse
in West Palm Beach.
Though the court tossed
out the jury award, it af-
firmed the jury’s conclu-
sions that tobacco compa-
nies misrepresented the
addictive  nature and
health dangers of ciga-
rettes. As part of that suit,
Landers became ‘one of
thousands of smokers

who could be eligible for

money from a $600 mil-
lion pool financed by to-
bacco companies to avoid
posting bail as they ap-
pealed the jury’s verdict.

Landers decided to sue
as an individual. And de-
spite  his | precarious
health, he forges on.

“Alan should have died
15, 16 years ago, but he

~has this incredible will to

live,” said Tim Howard,
Landers’ attorney. “He’s
fought back. He’s spoken
out about smoking. He
wants his daym court.”

2k packs a day

Landers, . whose legal
nameis Allan Levine, once

- enjoyed a glamorous life.

From the ’60s through the
early ’80s, he was a model
and actorin California and
New York. He played an
on-the-lam robber on TV’s
America’s Most Wanted.
In the film Annie Hall, he

' ‘'was a pompous producer.

His Winston ads graced
news magazines and sub-
way stops. He still keeps a

portfolio of photos from -

the Winston ad campaign:
There’s Landers in the
snow hugging a woman.
Cutting a Christmas tree.
Holding holiday gifts.
Smoking, smoking, smok-

The photos mirrored his
reality. Like so many hard-

core smokers, Landers lit
acigarette first thing in the
morning and last thing at
night. He smoked after
meals, after sex, with a
cup of coffee or a glass of
red wine.
Landers
tried to

periodically
quit  his

2Y:-pack-a-day habit. Nic- .

otine patches. Nicotine

‘ gum. Cold turkey. Nothing

worked. ’

Then his personal life

began spiraling down.
Landers crashed in the co-
caine craze of the 1980s
and ran through money.
By the mid-’80s, he had
landed in rehab after a
plea deal for an armed
robbery in California, he
said.

“Imade a mistake. Iwas
stupid,” he said. “I haven’t
done any drugs since
then.”

In 1988, he lost part of
his right lung. He stopped
smoking, only to take it up
again briefly in 1992. The
next year, cancer took part

of his left lung. Next came .

emphysema, then a coro-
nary bypass.

The well-paid model be-
came an out-of-work and
ailing ex-smoker. He re-
turned to Florida to give
actinglessons.

‘If 1 die, they win’v

Three weeks ago he be-
gan treatment, a combina-
tion of radiation and che-

" other malignancies,” Kes-
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Robert Duyos, Sun Sentmel i

Alan Landers takesa walk along the canal at his complex in
Lauderhill. He lives in a one-bedroom apartment with a few
pieces of furniture and is struggling financially.

off his mane before start-.
ing treatment. (“I was go-
ing to lose it anyway,” he

motherapy. Dr. Daniel
Kesden, of Lauderdale
Lakes, Landers’ primary -

physician, said his prog- . said.) ;
nosis depends on how well He eats healthy and
he responds. worksout.

“He’s made it through Financially, he -strug-
gles. Landers lives in a
one-bedroom apartment
with a few pieces of furni-
ture. On the walls: pic-
-tures with legislators, in-
cluding Lawton Chiles,

_during histobacco reform

den said.

“We have reason to be
optimistic, but we can’t
predict the future.”

‘Landers tries to keepup
his spirits but alternates

between laughter and efforts.

tears, bravery and fear. At “My anger has kept me

mght it’s hard to keep the alive,” he says. “If I die,

terror at bay, he said. S hithey win. If I can makeitto
“I’m not ready to die,” . court, they’re not going to

he said. “But sometimes I win.” ;

think, ‘Thisisit.” ”

His once-chiseled fea-
tures are gone; his face is
soft and round. He buzzed

Liz Doup can be reached at
ldoup@SunSentinel.com or
954-356-4722. /

PRESTIGE AU

14780 BISCAYNE BLVD NORTH MIAMI BEACH FL 331

2009 A4 2.0
sedan quattro

36

PER MONTH
36 MONTH LEASE

THE ONLY EXCLUSIVE AUDI SH
14780 BISCAYNE BLVD. (U

'/ROOM IN DADE COUNTY
1), N. MIAMI BEACH
Just 2 Minutes South of Aventura Mall

sz~ 1-866-924-7985

MON-FRI 9AM-8PM « SAT 9AM-6PM ¢ OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 12PM-5PM
OR SHOP ONLINE 24/7 AT PRESTIGEAUDIMIAMI.COM(

* 2009 A4 2.0 quattro Prem Pkg, Stock# 21521, MSRP $33,905, 10,000 miles per year, lease inceptions
include $750 AFS Loyalty Rebate**, 1st pmt, waived security deposnt for a total due at lease signing of
$3783 w/$2000 down pmt plus tax, tag and title fees. All offers are subject to creditapproval. Lessee is
responsible for insurance and an extra charge may be imposed at the end of the lease. Photos are for
vehicle illustration only and may not be exact model/trim of advertised vehicle. **AFS Loyalty Rebate
requires a current Audi Financial Services account. Other qualified customers require security
deposit and additional cap cost reduction to compensate for model specific rebate. Prestige Audi is not

Put the Green Back

In Your Pocket!
With The Trane XL 15i-20i

= With Savmgs Up To 50% on

your Home Cooling Energy Costs...
..t May Pay For Itself Before ANY Payment Is Due!

PAYMENTS!
for 16 Months:

Lower Your Energy Bills
with a Super Effi cient XL Series
Conditioner or Heat Pump

Ultimate in Humidity Control
with Trane’s Variable Speed
Air Handler

NO

INTEREST!

Enjoy Convenience

Breathe Easier with Trane's Digital
with the Revolutionary new Clean Effects Thermostats
whole-house air fi Itration system
TON UNIT TON UNIT

TON UNIT

XL15-20(FINAL PRICE INSTALLED
18 SEER Includes al Taxes, Rebates & Dicounts

XL 15i-20i FINAL PRICE INSTALLED
485 SEER includes il Taxes, Rebales &Discouris

XL 15i-20i FINAL PRICE INSTALLED
17.5 SEER Includes 2l Taxss, Rebeles & Discounis

Due fb complaints by other dealers we cannot show them on this ad.
Don’t Be Fooled By Other Dealers Claiming To Give Back Over $4000.
We Have The Best Bottom Line Pricing - GUARANTEED!

16 MONTHS

i ALL YEAR
over 100,000 COOLING & HEATING SAME AS CASH
Installations ALL YEAR COMFORT... LEADING BRANDS R b 71, ErAOE

ATTHE LOWEST PRICE

Ft. Lauderdale -FL i
www.allyearcoolingandheating.com

e 054-566-4644 [FY

o
_I_

permit fees are approx. 150.00. New copper fines if needed are 275.00. Do ot be fooled by athers!! Nobody can fouch our overall v alue since 1673

* *Final pice installed includes all faxes, discounts, rebates and if needed slab, 2ir handlerstand,, thermestat and minor eleciric updales {done by all year elecirc)

responsible for typographical errors. All offers end date of publication.

DO NOT BE FOOLED!

by other dealers claiming to give Big Rebates and Discounts

MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

ALL YEAR
COOLING & HEATING
ALLYEAR COMFORT...LEADING BRANDS AT THE LOWEST PRICE

TOP 10 RHEEM

DEALER NATIONWIDE

* CAC058160 * U-16711 N
« ERA0123903 » CMES769
+ 08E00413 www allye rco
“Final price installed includes all taxes, discounts, rebates and if needed siab, air handler ‘stand, thermostat and minor electric updates (done by All Year
Electric) Permit fees approx, $150.00. New copper lines if needed are $275.00. Do not be fooled by others! Nobody can touch our overall vaiue since 1973.

For those of us over 50 Yeah...we re over 50 toa'

You've worked very hard to achieve your success, and at BankAtlantic, we think you should

be rewarded.

e NO minimum balance or monthly

. service fee

o Up to $25 for your unused checks.and
old debit card from your former bahk

e Gompetitive interest

e FREE Onlme Banking & Bill Pay -

PLUS...

e Special rates on select CDs ®
e FREE Custom Checks'

e FREE Safe Deposit Box2

* A FREE GIFT for openmg your
account and more!

Open your accounttoday'

lankAtlantic

Since 1952

MEMBER '

FDIC

Florida’s Most Convenient Bank

[ 7 DA

Stop by your neighborhood BankAtlantic, call

1-888-7-DAY-BANK

1-888-732-9226)

or visit BankAtlantlc.com/SOFree v |

Hours vary by locations. Please visit BankAtlantic.com/Locations far a complete listing. The value of any promotional free gift will be reported to the IRS on Form @
EQUAL HOUSING 1099-INT as appiicable. ‘At least one‘account holder must be 50 years of age or older to qualify for the 50 Free Interest Checking. Maitain the account in good .
D E R standing to remain eligible for the benefits listed above. 1. Free custom checks available in select styles. 2. Offer valid for a standard size (3" X 5”) safe.deposit f§
box only, while supplies fast. $30 discount may be apphed to larger boxes. Contents are not FDIC Insured. © 2009 BankAtiantic. | 45956-50FIC-4x11 ss NA.(2-09)
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