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EXPERT OPINION | DR. ALANBLUM,
Director, Center for the Study of Tobacco and Society at the University of Alabama
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Dr. Alan Blum is sutrounded by documents and artifacts that tell the often bizarre story of tobacco's role in soclety and its
relationship with human health and the health care industry. The items in the huge collection at the University of
Alabama's Center for the Study of Tebacco and Soclety range from the amusing and quaint to the deadly serious

He holds the
smoking gun
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Physician directs ‘scholarly activism’
on the ill effects of tobacco

By DAVE PARKS
News staff writer

On he serlous side are the documents
that show how evidence clearly linking
smoking and lung cancer was available dec
addes belore the American medical establish
ment publicly affirmed that lnk.

The archive reaches back more than 20
years, From the 1980s onward — the period
during which Blum has been collecting —
i1s level of detall is enormous.

“This Is & 30-year dally biopsy of the o
baceo Industry and (ts promotion, advertis-
ing and mirketing, along with the anti-
smoking movement,” sald Blum, who 1s alsc
4 practicing physician and holds the Gerald
T.2on Wallace endowed chair in family med-
Icine

Blum has traveled the glabe latching onto
unything with a tie to tobaf¢o and health.
He's attended wbacco conventions and

TUSCALOOSA
£ Alan Blum knows where the
smoking gun lies in the case of
who-knew-what-when in the dis-
pute over tobucco and lung cancer

In fact, there really is o cardbonrd
cutout of 8 smoking gun among the thou-
sands of doc tapes and bills
composing the Center for the Study of To-
bacco and Soclety at the University of Ala-
bama. The gun is an old advertising gim-
mick for Philip Morris cigaretis
1t's the kind of Item prized by Blum, the
center's director. ‘The gun says something
about whacco, and it carries an unhtended,
ironic message, like much of the collection.
I'he documents and items range from sen-
ous to silly.
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Blum’s collection includes, counterclockwise

from top left, a cigarette box from the Maya Clinic,
a lung ashtray that coughs when a cigarette
Isplacedinit.a 'p:ornotional

“smoking gun” from Philip Morris,

candy cigarettes and a ;
ceramic smoking baby toy

TOBACCO:
Center is resource
for the WHO
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stockhalder meetings. He's
snapped thousands of photos
of billboards, cigarette ma-
chines and a host of events
sponsored by tobacco money
People have also donated
thousands of items.

“We went to 42 cigarette-
sponsored events in Houston
In one year alone,” Blum sald.

The collection is contained
in 2,500 boxes, most of which
are in publjc storage, A small
portion of the collection is
housed in the basement of
Nott Hall It's not open to the
public, but provides assis-
tance to researchers, health
officlals and universities. "We
are considered a resotirce for
the World Health Organiza-
tion,” Blum said

Books and more

The archive includes the
largest collectlon of books on
tobacco — more than 4,000 —
at any university, Blum said,
The center also has popular
magazines, newspapers, old
medical journals and histori-
cal documents back to 1804

There are also more than
1,000 video tapes and numer-
ous items such as a vending
machine that was used to dis-
pense candy cigarcttes to
chlldren. “We have a whole

section of children's tobacco °

products,” Blum said

As he amassed his collec-
ton, Blum emerged as & nem-
esls of the tobacco industry.
He has testified before Con-
gress, made numerous
speeches and debated with to-
bacco industry officials

“It hasn't been easy,” said
Blum, 60. “It's what | call
scholarly activism.”

Taken as a whole, the col-
lection is not only critical of
tobacco, but it also raises
questions about the role of
medical research In the issue.

The collection includes
original coples of the famous
1964 report on tobacco and
health from the U.S. surgeon
general, the late Dr. Luther
Terry, who was from Alabama.

“t's a llving document,”
Blum said, noting that the re-
port, “Smoking and Health,” ts
sl used as a source for
scholarly work. "This went to
every doctor. This is the tum-
ing point.”

e report was the product
of a year of secret meetings by
a panel that had been ap-
proved by the tobacco Indus-
try. Then, tobacco companies
disagreed with the panel’s
findings and insisted that
much more research was
needed before hampering an
$8 billion-a-year industry that
so many people relied upon
for thelr livelihoods.

The only other major entity
to dispute the report was the
American Medical Assocla-
tlon, which had Just accepted
$15 million from the tobacco
industry to conduct research,
Blum sajd It's all in the ar-
chives, he sald, producing
documents to support the
story.

‘We lost 4 years’

It was ridiculous, Blum said.
There was sufficient medical
evidence by 1939, he said, to
make the link between smok-
ing and lung cancer. But any-
body who tred to do it was
ridiculed and criticized as be-
ing alarmist or fanatlc. One of
the most eminent physicians
to endure this type of treai-
ment was Dr. Alton Qchsner, a
famous thoracic surgeon who
despised smoking because he
had to operate on people with
lung cancer.

After the surgeon gencral's
report, it took 14 years for the
AMA to come out with its own
report concluding that smok-
Iing is dangerous,

“We lost 14 years,” Blum
said. “They kept this game
going.”
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A1950s Phillp Morris advertisernent from Life Magazine
combines motherhood and cigarettes,
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Newspaper articles in Blum's collection tell of landmark
events in the history of tobacco and society.

Blum sald funding from the.

tobacco Industry has always
been an ethical problem for
many medlcal reseaschers,
“They'te doing it today.”

Last year, Phillp Morris USA
gave the University of Virginla
o §25 million gift to fund re-
search. The School of Medi-
cine and the Mcintire School
of Commerce sajd they would
use the money to study ways
o prevent smoking by child.
ren and to reduce the harm of
smoking. They are also plan
ning to study nicotine addic-
tlon,

Blum s unimprossed,

“Now they re doing work on
making smoking safer,” he
sald.

That's been tried before,
Blum sald, end It ended up
giving people a false sense of
safety. That's what the ciga-
rette filter was all about.

“The fiter is the biggest

fraud ever in the hiatory of
smoking.” he sald. “Filtered
clgarettes do not confer any
benefit whatsoever.”

Blurn is also highly suspt
clous of efforts to bring the
cigarétte (ndustry under ton-
trol of the Food and Drug Ad.
ministration, He has testified
befate Congress against the
legislation, which was written
with the assistance of Philtp
Marris. It's just another ruse,
he sald, but this time the 1o
bacco Industry 18 co-opting
one 0Of the primary govern.
ment agencies responsible for
the nation's health,

"It's the biggest single scan-
dal I've seen in this field, and
U've been dolog this for 30
years,” Blum sald
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