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all along? I don't know. I only know that after 
I was offered the job, no one ever asked to see 
the certificate that made it legal for me to teach 
those third graders. They just took my word for it. 

Looking back, from the perspective of a year's 
leave of absence, I'm not bothered so much by 
the hundreds of dollars I had to spend on th 

... ___ "' ___ reading..co.urses,-.or:....the . .endless--wasted hour . I-
spent stalking my new certificate. What u ets 
me most is the knowledge that I was just o vic
tim of a giant, little-acknowledged con,spiracy 
against the good will and sanity of detl.icated, 
committed teachers. I've talked to seferal col
leagues who've left the profession ;for good, 
hounded into exasperation over cjrtification 
rules. And I'm constantly hearing of new 
strategies education schools and statJ bureaucrats 
have devised to make certificatio~ rules more 
onerous and even less relevant to good teaching 
than they already are. For example, the state of 
New York no longer believes th~t a master;s 
degree in reading is sufficient for !children with 
"learning disabilities." Many rho've been 
teaching these kids-whose major woblem is not 
being able to read-must now tak~ 36 new, im
proved units in order to keep teaching. National
ly, many well-meaning reformers a: e offering 
similar prescriptions. John Goodlad, a oted pro
fessor of education and author of n merous 
tomes that are required reading for educati ma
jors, recently urged the creation of a new p i
tion called ':head teacher." To qualify for this 
position one can't be just an excellent teacher; 
one must also have a Ph.D. in-you guessed it
education. Goodlad assures us that the means 
already exist "for providing a continuing supply" 
of such persons, and I don't doubt it. Nor do I 
doubt that the High Priests will rise to the 
challenge of figuring out how to certify them. 
Meanwhile, the additional requirements will, I 
suspect, be one more reason that potentially good 
teachers steer clear of the profession altogether. 

There's one final irony. For all the hassle I've 
been through, and for all the certification re
quirements, none of the administrators, union of
ficials, or state examiners that I've mentioned 
has ever seen me teach. For all they know, I 
could be the best teacher in New York state-or 
the worst. If we're truly concerned about improv
ing the profession, then evaluating teachers ac
cording to meaningful standards-Do they know 
their subject? Can they teach it?-is perhaps the 
most important reform we can make. Unfor
tunately, that's the last thing that the High Priests 
and their apologists seem interested in. ■ 
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---·-Journmism-
Award 

for Ja~uary, 1984 is presented to 

Alan Blum 
New York State Journal of Medicine 
An exemplary display of both impassioned 

journalism and professional responsibility, the 
year-end issue takes on America's number one 
threat to public health-the tobacco industry. 
Over fifty entries, mostly by MDs, leave no 
stone. unturned; from Third World tobacco 
promotions to publications like Newsweek and 
T. V. Guide that bewail health costs and hazards 
while running cigarette ads. Also see our story 
on page 14. 

Virginia D. Sederis 
,<":' :The N,ew Jersey Reporter . ✓-·· 

In 1970, New Jersey's board of _,Public 
Util1t1 ·ven the job of cwaning up the 
state's corrupt garbage-collection industry. It 
has. succeeded only in forcing many smaller 
trash-hauling firms out of business. Sederis 
shows how lack of enforcement, and the BPU's 
policy of regulating mob-like entrepreneurs as 
if)lley_ were just another public utility, has 
meant, an even trashier trash industry. 

Tli~·Monthly.JournalismAward is presented 
each·mqnth to the best newspaper or magazine 
article·,{or series of articles) on our political 
system. Nominations from any newspaper or 
magazine in the country are welcome. The 
subject can be government in its federal, state, 
or municipal manifestation. 

The award for articles published in March will 
be announced in the June issue. Nominations 
will close · April 15. Nominations should be 
accompanied by two copies of the article or 
articles. · 
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