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By MARK METHERELL

The Philip Morris tobacco com-
pany has failed in legal man-
oeuvres to prevent reference to
Marlboro being published in an
article about spoofs  on. the
Marlboro man in the' latest
‘Medical Journal of Australia’.

The ‘Journal’ cover features a
picture of a Sydney: man -who
smoked through a tube in his
Lhroat after undergoing a’ trathe-
otomy, an operation -to treat
cancer of the larynx, or voice-
box. The picture was entered by
the anti-smoking group BUGA-U
in a $25,000 photograph competi-
tion staged by Philip Morris last
vear to find a “Marlboro man of
Australia”,

The journal article, titled "A
tracheotomy - for the Marlboro
man”, said that if the scientific
community were to take a more

active role in ridiculing cigaretie
advertisements, particularly those
aimed at young people, “then ef-
forts to reduce cigarette sales

may meet with greater success

than the - finger-wagging cam-
paigns of the past”,

Publication: of the article has
brought strong criticism. of the
Australian Medical Association
from a spolesman for Philip Mor-
ris. The spokesman, alluding to
the recent allegations ‘of medi-
fraud and overservicing, said that
the AMA was' diverting attention
tp other indust_rlai_‘ when' it should
be concerned with'sputting its
own house in order. <

The Australasian Medical Pup-
1ishir% Company, affiliated with
the. AMA, got a hand-delivered
letter, from Pl}ilé%l;; orris's. Syd-
riey Solicitors’ last Thursday ask-
ing that no reference bé made to
the ' Marlboro tradésmark in the
‘Medical Journal' which was then
going to press.! ('

he cover of the ‘Medical
Journal of Australia’.
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The letter, from the solicitors
Sly and Russell,

Said: “We are instructed that
‘Marlboro’ is a registered trade
mark owned by our client and
that no consenl or approval has
been given by it to your use of
the unark in the article,”

The Medical Publishing Coms
pany, after consulling its. own
solicitors, decided to publish the
journal, complete with references
to Marlboro.

The editor of the journal, Dr
Alan Blum, said yesterday that
the attempt by Philip Morris to
delete references Lo Marlboro in

interests Indicated the fear the
company held about having its
image figure ridiculed,

He said he knew of no other
Instance in which a corporation
had dared to challenge the of-
ficial journal of the nation’s medi-
cal association,

. ro in ~“‘medical profession, albeil a small
& publication which had no vested .,

The director of corporale af-
fzirs for Phillp Morris, Mr Ken
Baxter, saild yesterday that the
letter from Sly and Russell to the
Medical Publishing Company re-
sulted from the cigarelie com-
pany's standing instruction to its
solicitors to protect the com-
pany's trademark.

Mr Baxter denied that the com-
pany had acted to protect the
Marlboro man from ridicule. He
said that the solicitors did not
know what was in the article.

“We find it ironic that at a time
when the entirety of health policy
i under scrutiny and serious al-
Jegations are being made about
,the behavior of a section of the

section, that the AMA seems
‘more concerned ' to divert ad-
tention 'to other Industries than
concern itself with putting ls
own house in order and dealing
with matters which would appear
to take higher prioriiyv in the
brz’ader public mind,” M- Baxter
said.

e —



