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MoMA AT EL MUSED: LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN ART 
FROM THE COLLECTION OF THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART 

ON VIEW AT EL MUSEO DEL BARRIO 

March 5 - July 25, 2004 

New York's Premier Latino Cultural Institution in Landmark Collaboration 
with MoMA to Present More than 150 Significant Works 

Press Preview: Tuesday, March 2, 2004 
11:00 AM- 1:00 PM 

NEW YORK, February 18, 2004 - In a landmark collaboration between New York's 

premier institution dedicated to Latino art and culture and the world's foremost museum of 

modern and contemporary art, El Museo del Barrio and The Museum of Modern Art will 

present the exhibition, MoMA at El Museo: Latin American and Caribbean Art from the 

Collection of The Museum of Modern Art. In 1935, The Museum of Modern Art became 

the first museum outside of Latin America to collect modern works by artists from these 

regions. This compelling exhibition traces the history of MoMA's acquisitions of Latin 

American and Caribbean art from the late 1930s to the present, featuring more than 150 

seminal works drawn from MoMA's Departments of Painting and Sculpture, Drawings, and 

Prints and Illustrated Books. MoMA at El Museo will be on view from March 5 through July 

25, 2004 at El Museo del Barrio, 1230 Fifth Avenue at 104th Street. A full range of 

educational and cultural programs will accompany the exhibition, including a scholarly 

symposium, a video marathon, music and dance performances, and a street festival 

celebration. A press preview will be held on Tuesday, March 2, 2004 from 11 am to 1 pm. 

"El Museo is pleased to present this groundbreaking exhibition of Latin American 

masterworks from the collection of The Museum of Modern Art as part of our 35th 

anniversary celebration," says Julian Zugazagoitia, Director of El Museo del Barrio. "This 

collaborative partnership will advance understanding and awareness of these artists and 

their rich legacy, while turthering El Museo's mission as a premier cultural institution and 

destination for the city, the nation and the world." 
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"The Museum of Modern Art has a long history of collecting art from Latin America and the 

Caribbean, beginning in the 1930s," says Glenn D. Lowry, Director of The Museum of Modern 

Art, "This exhibition will highlight an important area of our collection within the context of this 

exciting curatorial and educational collaboration between MoMA and El Museo. We appreciate 

the opportunity to share our collection with the public during MoMA's period of expansion and 

renovation in midtown, and are pleased to work with El Museo to attract new audiences to enjoy 

and understand the significance of Latin American and Caribbean art." 

The exhibition is organized jointly by a team of curators from MoMA and El Museo: Miriam 

Basilio, Curatorial Assistant, Department of Drawings, The Museum of Modern Art; Fatima 

Bercht, Chief Curator, El Museo del Barrio; Deborah Cullen, Curator, El Museo del Barrio; Gary 

Garrels, Chief Curator, Department of Drawings and Curator, Department of Painting and 

Sculpture, The Museum of Modern Art; and Luis Enrique Perez Oramas, Adjunct Curator, 

Department of Drawings, The Museum of Modern Art. 

Bloomberg is the lead sponsor of this exhibition. Major support is provided by Altria Group, Inc. 

Additional support provided by: Jacques and Natasha Gelman Foundation; The International Council 

of The Museum of Modern Art; The Reed Foundation, Inc.; Estrellita and Daniel Brodsky; Patricia 

Phelps de Cisneros; Agnes Gund and Daniel Shapiro; Joseph and Carmen Ana Unanue; Nazca 

Saatchi & Saatchi. Additional funding provided by: Yolanda Santos Garza; GEICO; LEF Foundation; 

Power Corporation of Canada; Mex-Am Cultural Foundation, Inc.; Tony Bechara; The Board of 

Trustees and Advisory Board of El Museo del Barrio. 

Media sponsors: Univision 41; Univision Radio; The New York Times Community Affairs Department; 

El Diario La Prensa; Art Nexus. 

Exhibition Highlights 

"MoMA at El Museo is designed to shed light on important Latin American and Caribbean artists 

.over a period of more than 50 years while providing an opportunity for the public to view familiar 

and lesser known works from one of the greatest collections of its kind," says Fatima Bercht, 

Chief Curator, El Museo del Barrio. "As the foremost center for Latino arts and culture, El Museo 

del Barrio provides an exceptional perspective and context for MoMA's collection in this area." 

MoMA at El Museo: Latin American and Caribbean Art from the Collection of The Museum of 

Modern Art is organized in four chronological sections reflecting the history of MoMA's collecting. 

The first section of the exhibition begins with major paintings and drawings acquired in the 1930s 

by Jose Clemente Orozco (Mexico, 1883-1949); Diego Rivera (Mexico, 1886-1957); and David 

Alfaro Siqueiros (Mexico, 1896-197 4). These early acquisitions and gifts entered the collection 

shortly after they were created and set a precedent for MoMA as a collector of contemporary art. 
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