























study the issue are contradictory, as it seems the AMA could not make up
its mind whether to pursue the issue. Senator Maurine Neuberger, an early
anti-tobacco campaigner, had previously invited the AMA into her efforts
in 1960, only to be told that the Trustees of the AMA had twice requested
the AMA's Council on Drugs to explore the feasibility of a study on
smoking, and on both occasions the Council had opposed such a study.31

When, in December, 1963, the AMA finally announced its intentions
to form the new Committee for Rescarch on Tobacco and Health, the
tobacco industry was delighted. According to a September 3, 1959 letter to
Mr., Bowman Gray (then president of R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company)
from Clarence Cook Little (the Scientific Director for the Council on
Tobacco Research), the tobacco industry had for some time been looking
for a way to work with the AMA.32 In the letter, Mr. Little states:

"I have looked through the list of officers and standing

committees of the American Medical Association, and find that

apparently their activities in research have been so few that

there is no individual or group primarily appointed to

consider or direct such a program.

The pearest thing I can find is the 'Committee on Scientific
Assembly,’ and this really means a committee to decide what
the program of scientific papers at the annual meeting of the
AMA should be. Dr. Reimann is Chairman of this Committee.

If any activity along the lines that we spoke of recently should
be undertaken, I believe that a new group will have to be
appointed by the AMA. It is high tirne that the Association did
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