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Look in awe

HOOVER DAM, in Nevada and Ari-
+ “zona—First, the Colorado River had to

. 'bl! Atemporarily moved. And it was.

ousands of men working in
!]:ree shifts around the clock every day
'ucepl Christmas and the Fourth of July,
-and paid 56 a day — from which $1.60
was subtracted for food, housing and
zﬂnspomhan — poured 4.4 million
cubic yards of con-
crete, enough to
pave a highway 16
feet wide from New
York to San Francis-
co. They did this in
Tess than four years,
finishing two years
ahead of schedule,
60 years ago this
summer.

Let us now praise
these who conceived
and executed this

still  breathtaking
marvel in the Black

LETUSNOW  Canyon. And let us

PRAISE papse during this

sezson of discon-

THOSE WHO  teaq with the feder-

CONCEIVED al govemment and

all its works 1o con-

AND sider what we have

EXECUTED ;ns;!'n:li !]l::_l:uhulldlrr

ad when it had 2

THIS STILL will for such great
BREATH-  works.

TAKING The dam is

named for the pres-

MARVELIN  jdeni who was an

THE BLACK engincer and who

CANYON. encouraged  the

project. He was

secretary of Com-
merce in 1922 when the Colorado River
Compact allocated the river among the
states it serves. Today half the popula-
tion of the West is to some extent
dependent on the river he helped sub-
due.

The dam; says an inscription here,
was “inspired by a vision of loncly
lands made fruitful.” Back then, even
the Los Angeles basin was relatively
lonely. Today Sauthern California and
Arizona are the biggest users of the
clectric power gencrated here. Just
down the road, there is a navel form of
fruitfulness — the fastest prowing city
in the nation: Las Vegas, population 1
million. In 1935 its population was
about 7,000.

Behind the dam — 660 feet thick at
its base — is 110 miles of Lakc Mecad,
enough water to cover Pennsylvania a
foot deep. Construction of the dam cost
the lives of 110 men. some of them vic-
1ims of heat prostration in temperatures
that ofien topped 125 degrees deep in
the canyon. Flood control, irrigation,
power peneration, waler slorage the
dam serves many functions. But could it
be built 1oday?

Perhaps, if it did not unduly inconve-
nience some cousin of the snail darter,
and if all the impact statements and
racial set-asides could be ncgotiated
before everyone decided the whole
thing was too much trouble. But back

- then, before it was considered correct 1o
be a conscientious objector 1o the “con-
‘quest”™ of nature, America had an
: appetite for big conquering projects.
the dam was being completed
rains were rolling west from Pittsburgh

searrying steel beams bearing banners
* that proclaimed “Bound for the Golden

* Gate Bridee.” which was comnleted in
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AMA & AB

strip off old

n this, the Age of Advocacy, two longtime estab-

lishment professional organizations — the Ameri-

can Medical Association and the American Bar

Association — have suddenly found their voices
and, under new Icadcrs}ﬁp, are becoming outspaken
about specific public issues.

The AMA in the past has been noted for fretting
about H!nma]pm:llmmsumnﬂe crisis” that affects doc-
tors, or, 30 years ago, oppasing Medicare as “socialized
medicine” —end for backing its views by ranking as the
nalion’s No. 1 contributor 1o polilical campaigns, Over
the years, the AMA's stances, and contributions, have
been generally conservative.

When cigarelte smoking came under fire and individ-
ual doclors were alarmed by tobacco use, the AMA as
an organization was more nearly on the side of the
tobacco companies, accepting millions of dollars from
cigarette manufacturers o conduct inconclusive studies
of the risks of smoking in the 1960s. Until very recent-
ly, the AMA was more vocal about banning boxing than
it was about controlling tobacco use.

In similar fashion, the ABA has had a reputation for
being dominated by corperate lawyers and for being
slightly stodgy and conservative. Its name usually came
into view only when it offered an opinion about the suit-
ability of Supreme Court candidates or when it circled
the edges of issues like legal ethics or abortion. It was
not until 1988 thal the ABA adopted a resolution oppos-
ing barriers 1o “equal participation of women in the legal
profession.”

Wellllll, what we sce now is not your father's ABA or

Roberta Ramo of Albuquerque, a real estate
lawyer who say she is delermined to “protect and
defend the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights.”
Ramo defines that task in terms of defending against
ill-advised constitutional amendments, using her bully
pulpit to educate the American public. This isn't entire-

Th: recently installed president of the ABA is

ways

Iy new. Under her predecessor, George Bushnell, the
ABA had conducted a poll which showed that Ameri-
cans favored an amendment to prohibit desecration of
the American flag— but not when they discovered such
an amendment would be the first ever to restrict frecdom
of speech and protest. Bushnell said, “The media must
and can fet the public know just how they are being.
manipulated and misled.”

Ramo goes a step further. “We have become,” she
said recently, “a nation of constitutional illiterates, easi-
Iy swayed by slogans, assailed by half-truths in what
seems (o be an endless stream of vituperative language,
anger and hate ..."

Amendments about prayer and flag-burning, she said,
“will not stop the erises of teen pregnancy, youl]i crime,
domestic violence — or raise SAT scores.”

She is, obviously, quite right. We welcome her voice
to the sanks of those calling for fewer bumper-stickerish
changes in the Constitution and more focus on real prob-
lems.

he AMA, meanwhile, tumed a comer when it
I published documenis indicating the tobacco
industry had known about but concealed tobac-

co's health dangers.

Dr. Lonnic Bristow, the AMA's new president, has
put his organization squarcly on the side of anti-smok-
ing activists. Beyond calling for federal regulation of
tobacco as an addictive drug, Bristow wanlts to educale
Americans aboul how to fight teen-age tobacco use,
including calling the police “if your 14-year-old daugh-
ter can buy a pack of cigarettes.”

“There’s a lot we can do as individuals,” he says.

And a lot professional organizations like his and the
ABA can do, bringing special expertisc to the battle-
field. They should speak out strongly on issues that
affect the nation more lhanpx.sl affecting their members'
wallets,

We're glad 1o see that they are doing just that.
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