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War mounts against cigarette, liquor ads 
Billboard vigilante 
takes a swipe 
at alcohol advertising 
By Deborah S. Pinkney 
AMNSTAFF 

CHICAGO - The nattily dressed, 
55-year-old doesn't look like a vigi­
lante. 

But on a recent rainy day, the soft­
spoken, middle-class professional 
climbed a 21/i-story building , using a 
precariously balanced house ladder. 
From the roof, he hoisted himself 
onto a spiked platform, cutting his 
hands and arms in the process. Then , 
in broad daylight, using large strokes 
drawn from a can of white paint, he 
"erased" a liquor ad from a 30-foot 
sign fronting a busy thoroughfare in 
the heart of the city's black communi ­
ty. 

Though he "felt like Michaelangelo 
painting the Sistine Chapel," creative 
urges were not what drove him to 
commit a misdemeanor by white­
washing the sign and three smaller 
ones like it. 

Communities start 
own campaigns 
against tobacco ads 
By Paul R. McGinn 
AMNSTAF F 

CHICAGO- He still doesn't have 
a formal plan about how to r~strict 
cigarette advertising. But when Whit­
ney Addington, MD, mentioned a few 
weeks ago that he might back a ban 
on cigarette advertising , the president 
of the Chicago Board of Health 

■ Lawmakers hit tobacco ad 
campaign. Page 58 

touched off a fire storm. 
Tobacco interests and advertising 

groups assailed him, asserting that 
such restrictions would violate the 
First Amendment right to-free speech. 

The clash occurred soon after Sen. 
Edward Kennedy (D, Mass.) intro­
duced a bill that would allow munici­
palities and states to restrict cigarette 
advertising. 

"I was incensed that outside influ­
ences can walk into our community 
and put up these negative messages 
while we sit idly by, doing nothing," 
said the man , who uses the pseud­
onym Mandrake , the name of a comic 
book magician wbo heroically 
"makes e:v-il disappear." 

DEBORAH S. PINKNEY/AMN 

Too close for comfort 
A Lowen.brau ad outside Marshall Metro High School on Chicago's West Stde ts 
one of several near the school promoting alcohol and tobacco produc ts. 

Current federal law bars state and 
local governments from enacting ciga­
rette advertising restrictions more 
stringent than federal ones. 

boards to market Johnnie Walker 
scotch and Hennessy cognac in low­
income areas . 

For example, a study released by 
Harold Freeman, MD, director of 
surgery at Harlem Hospital found 
that black men in Harlem had a 
shorter life span than the avergae 
man living in Bangladesh. He blamed 
alcohol and tobacco use in the minor­
ity community for lower life expec­
tancy. 

Although the Kennedy bill may 
have sparked public interest in re­
stricting cigarette advertising , Chica­
go's Dr. Addington, and dozens like 
him, aren't waiting for it to pass. 
They believe they already have the 
legal authority to restrict such ads by 
way of their duty to further public 
health. 

While the problem won' t vanish as 
smoothly as the print on a billboard 
sign, the issue of ethnic targeting of 
products with negative health conse­
quences is one that won't soon fade. 

Critics, in fact, appear to be making 
headway. As of May.I, a major adver ­
tiser of hard liquor will stop billboard 
marketing in minority areas. Schieffe­
lin & Somerset Co. announced in ear­
ly March that it would stop using bill-

"Mandrake is a hero," said Alan 
Blum, MD, a family physician and 
founder of Docs Ought to Care, a na­
tional health promotion group found­
ed in 1977. "The people who foment 
change are not those who sit on com­
mittees; it's people like Mandrake 
who say, 'Enough is enough.'" 

Critics of "negative message" bill­
boards say the issue transcends free­
dom of speech. 

Concern is shared by community 
leaders nationwide who are outraged 
about the proliferation of alcohol and 
tobacco ads in black neighborhoods. 

Their declaration of war on smok­
ing is a fait accompli no matter what 
happens in Washington, D.C. 

"We're going to try anything," Dr. 
Addington said . He predicted that he 
would have ordinances drafted and 

See TOBACCO, page 49 

Studies suggest 
several links between 
HIV, substance abuse 
By Sari Staver 
AMN CORRESPONDENT 

MIAMI - Despite a wide 
variety of education and pre~ 
·vention programs, new HIV 
infections continue to soar 
among drug abusers, sparking 
experts in AIDS and chemical 
dependency to scrutinize the 
links between the two. 

Intravenous .drug users who 
share needles have been linked 
with the spread of }{IV since 
the beginning of the epidemic. 
Recently, however, there is in­
creasing speculation that other 
substance abusers - people 
who drink alcohol or smoke 
crack cocaine, for example -
may be more likely to engage 
in sexual activities that put 
them at risk of contracting 
HIV or accelerate the course of 
an existing infection. There 
are also indications that de­
spite education , IV drug users 
continue to practice unsafe sex 
and needle behavior. 

There have been no con­
trolled clinical studies linking 
non-intravenous drug abuse to 
increased risk of AIDS. There 
is evidence, however, that in 
many cities, the rate of new 
HIV infections is still increas-

■ Bill views AIDS like 
natural disaster. Page 4 

ing among substance abusers 
and ·their sexual partners, re­
searchers reported at the 
American Society of Addiction 
Medicine's recent forum on 
AIDS and chemical dependen­
cy. This is particularly true 
among minorities living in in­
ner cities, the researchers said. 

The rate of new infections 
among gay and bisexual men 
has been drastically reduced, 
probably as a result of safe sex 
campaigns. But drug users 
have not been as quick to 
change unsafe behavior, either 
sexually or in needle use, con­
ference attendees reported . 

"Anecdotally, we all believe 
that drug abuse can be a co­
factor" in the development of 
AIDS, "but we have no data to 
prove it," said Mel Pohl, MD, 
medical director of Pride Insti­
tute in Minneapolis, a drug 
and alcohol rehabilitation pro­
gram for gay men and lesbians. 

Stemming the tide of new 
infections among drug abusers 
will be an uphill problem. 

Denial, a problem among 

See BILLBOARD, page 50 
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MelPohl,MD 
'We all believe that drug 
abuse can be a co-factor but 
we have no ' proof. 

drug users, is also a problem 
among caregivers, said Dr. 
Pohl , who co-chaired the fo­
rum held in Miami last month. 
"Chemical dependence ex­
perts make believe AIDS is not 
a part of their practice, and 
AIDS experts pretend their pa­
tients don't suffer from chemi­
cal dependence." 

The society has some 4,000 
physician members , yet no 
more than 100 of the MDs 
have ever attended the annual 
AIDS forum, Dr. Pohl said. 
More than 200 MDs attended 
ASAM;s nicotine conference 
"because people smoke in 
your face. But as far as AIDS 
goes, they' re still in denial." 

See LINKS, page 23 

AIDS panel urges early 
therapy with low-dose AZT 
By Sari Staver cal Trial Group (ACTG) stud-

AMN CORRESPONDENT ies indicating AZT slowed the 
SAN FRANCISCO - An progress of AIDS when used at 

independent panel of - AIDS early stages of infection. 
experts has strongly recom- The panel offered recom­
mended low-dose AZT thera - mendations on four major 
py for some asymptomatic considerations in treating pa­
HIV-positive individuals. tients with early HIV disease~ 

The panel - clinical investi- HIV antibody testing; immu­
gators, doctors , statisticians, nologic evaluation and moni­
and community representa- toring of immune status prior 
tives - developed recommen- to initiating AZT therapy; ini­
dations for clinical practice tiation of therapy; and man­
following a Iecent state-of-the- agement of patients on AZT. 
art conference on AZT therapy Availability of early medical 
for early HIV infection . The treatment for asymptomatics 
conference, held in Bethesda, should be a "majo r incentive" 
Md., was sponsored by the Na- to determine the HIV anti­
tional Institute of Allergy and body status of those at risk, the 
Infectious Diseases. panel said. All persons be-

The panel recommended lieved - either by themselves 
daily dosages of 500 mg of . or their physicians - to be at 
AZT (zidovudine) for HIV- risk for HIV infection are 
positive asymptomatics with urged to undergo risk assess­
CD4 lymphocyte counts lower ment, with voluntary, confi­
than 500. The recommenda- dential testing and pre- and 
tions came just two days after post-test counseling. 
the Food and Drug Adminis- Immuno logic status is the 
tration approved new labeling "primary determinant " for 
for AZT to include patients initia tion of AZT therapy, the 
with CD4 counts lower than panel said. It offered recom-
500. Previous label recom- mendations for monitoring: 
mendations were for symp - ■ When an HIV infection is 
tomatic patients with fewer diagnosed , a baseline CD4 
than 200 CD4 lymphocytes or lymphocyte count should be 
those diagnosed with AIDS. obtained. The CD4 count is 

Both the panel recommen- the only laboratory marker 
elations and FDA label change that indicates when to initiate 
were based on two AIDS Clini- See AZT, page 58 

AMERICAN MEDICAL NEWS/MARCH~ 6~ 990 ~ ~ 
TW£ ~W>\I Of 

oe TOBACCO ANO SOO£TV 



Tobacco 
Continuedfrom page 3 
introduced in the Chicago City Council 
within two months. Restrictions under 
consideration vary from regulating the 
distance of cigarette billboards from 
schools to outright bans on cigarette 
advertising on billboards and signs on 
buses, taxis, and trains. Such bans, he 
insisted, would pass constitutional 
muster even if the Kennedy bill did not 
pass. 

NOT SO, argued Thomas Lauria , a 
spokesman for the Tobacco Institute, 
the trade group that represents the na­
tion's major cigarette manufacturers. 

"It's censorship," charged Lauria, 
adding that any ban of tobacco adver ­
tising would endanger the First 
Amendment right of free speech. 

"You don't have to be working for 
the tobacco industry to be worried 
about this community activist vigilan­
tism," he said. 

Anti -smoking activists, however, are 
quick to say that the tobacco industry 
has yet to put its money where its 
mouth is. Despite tobacco industry 
protests about threat of advertising re­
strictions to the First Amendment, to­
bacco companies have yet to file suit to 
challenge the constitutionality of some 
well-known cigarette ad bans. 

THE MOST far-reaching ban so far -
the one proposed for Chicago would 
affect even more people - is a long­
standing law in Utah that bans public 
advertising of tobacco. The Utah law, 
enacted in 1923, bans tobacco ads on 
"any billboard , streetcar sign, streetcar, 
bus, placard, or on any other object or 
place of display." The law does not 

apply to newspapers or magazines. 
"This is not where we want to take 

our stand," said Lauria, citing the in­
fluence of Mormonism in the state and 
Utah's rank as the nation's lowest per 
capita consumer of cigarettes. "It's a 
unique state." 

AN AMA attorney argued those argu­
ments are superfluous. What's really at 
issue is legal precedent, he said. If to­
bacco companies lose over the Utah 
law, they fear losing all other cases 
against such ad bans. 

"They're just not so sure they can 
win," he said. Any other · argument 
against challenging the Utah tobacco 
advertising ban defies common sense, 
he added. 

Tobacco interests don't always have 
to go to court to change anti -cigarette 
laws, however. 

In Minnesota , for instance, a trade 

Classified Advertising 

group representing the vending ma­
chine industry has introduced legisla­
tion to ease curbs on vending machine 
sales of cigarettes in more than a dozen 
cities and towns, including Minneapo­
lis, Bloomington, and Duluth. 

In Bloomington and eight other cit­
ies - a cumulative population of 
243,650 - the sale of cigarettes 
through vending machines is banned 
outright. Such sales would be banned 
within three years in Duluth. 

In Minneapolis, cigarette vending 
machines are allowed only in factories 
and workplaces; in bars ,' if supervised; 
and in hotels, if there is a locking de­
vice. 

The laws have been defended by 
anti-smoking activists nationwide as 
one of the best ways to deter minors 
from buying cigarettes. 

"We wouldn't tolerate vending ma­
See TOBACCO, next page 
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PHYSICIANS WANTED 
Rheumatologlst - Bct BE rheumatologlst to join 
ex isting physiatrists in private practice in regional 
medical center in Michigan's beautiful Upper Penin­
su la. This setting provides DAG-exemp t, twenty­
bed rehabilitation nursing unit with all interdisciplin­
ary therapies. Family practice residency program 
offers opportunity to be involved in teaching. 
This unique opportunity offers a stimulat ing practice 
in a rural setting . Financial incentives are avail­
able. Send CV to: Daniel Mazzuchi, MO, Director of 
Physician Serv ices, Marquette General Hospital, 
Wallace Building, Suite 122, 420 Magnetic Street, 
Marquette, Ml 49885. 

Family practice physician wanted to join nonprofit 
community health center program . Modern facility 
in rural community in western Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan. Competiti ve salary, excellent benefits. 
loan repayment available. Immediate opening. Send 
CV to : Donna daksic, Executive Direc tor. Upper 
Peninsula Association of Rural Health Services, 220 
West Wa_shington, Suite 430, Marquette, Ml 49855. 

Interested in a better 
practice opportunity? 

A simple phone call will put you in touch 
1Yith the \\·idest range of opportunities in 

any specialty. \\°e haYe 12 years of 
experience making relocations easy and 

successful for physicians. 

1-800-544-1987 EXT 12 

North Carolina - Family practltloner BC/BE. Two 
exciting practice opportunities available with or 
without obstetrics in beautiful progressive southern 
town, loc ated neatly between mountains ano 
beaches. Enjoy financial security with no start-up 
costs. Service area of 200,000 served by 400+ bed 
fully accredited hospital. Send CV and letter to: Box 
#831, c/o AMN. 

FLORIDA'S PRIMARY CARE JOBS 
Sunshine State·s health care for all Floridians 
created 13Ijobs; FP: Pediatrics. lM, 08 1GYNs. 
Salaried. with full benefits and malpractice . 
Medicine as it's meant to be practiced with The 
Florida Associatjon of Community Health 
Centers and Department of Health . 

U.S. (800) 874-8668 • Florida (800) 342-8660 

Several oubtandlng opportunities available In the 
southeast for all types of physicians. Send CV to: 
CPR Associates, P.O. Box 235005, Montgomery. AL 
36123-5005. 

Administrative medicine - Physician to Join staff of 
medical services and equipment authorization unit 
of Washington State Medicaid program. Family 
pract ice, internal medicine. or orthopedics back­
ground desired. Washington license required. Salary 
$54,972-$63,756. Liberal benefits. Inquiries to: Mike 
McGee, MO, CAU Manager, HA - 11:' Olympia, WA 
98504. 

Neurologist wanted: AggA!sslve BC/ BE for north 
Jersey area; EEG, EM Gs desirable. Ask for director: 
(609) 751-7447. 

PHYSICIANS WANTED 
Physician desired to work In summer camp for 
overweight children in Poconos, Pennsylvania. 
Travel and family accomodations available. Call toll­
free: (800) 223--5600. In New York (212) 889-9500. 

HEAL Tl:IE SICK 
And say to them the ~i!)gdom of God is at 
hand ... Mission Doctors Association is a lay 
Catholic organization that train s and sends 
physicians to Africa and New Gu inea for three 
years. If you have ever wondered what may be 
involved in a mission commitment, contact: 
MDA. 1531 West Ninth Street, Los Angeles, 
CA90015. 

Alaska - Need to replace retiring partner and need 
extra MO for summer. Three-MO practice in spec­
tacularly beautiful town of 3,000. 300 road and 125 
air miles from Anchorage; 15 bed hospital. Full 
range of FP includ ing obstetrics and some surgery. 
Enjoy kayaking, fishing, hunting, skiing, etc. Con­
tact: Kathleen Todd, MO, Box 1829, Vald ez , AK 
99686. (907) 835-4811. 

Urologist, BC/BE wanted to join solo urologist. 
Eventually assume 22-year practice, university town, 
Pacific northwest. Excellent schools, recreation and 
medical staff. Send CV: Box #885, c/o AMN. 

Psychiatrists and general phytlclans needed In 
Ohio, Illinois, Vjrginia and other states. Contact: 
Annashae Corporation, 6593 Wilson Mills Ro<!d, 
Cleveland, OH 44143-3404 . (800) 245-2662. 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
University of Loulsvllle, Department of Surgery, Div­
ision of Otolaryngology, has an opening at instruc- · 
tor level . Applicants must have completed approved 
residency program in otolaryngology, be board­
certified/-eligible in same. Strong academic back· 
ground with commitment to research and teaching 
is requisite . Additional information available. Con­
tact: Hiram C. Polk, Jr. , MD, Department of Surgery, 
University of Louisville, Louisville, KY 40292. An 
affir111ative action/equal opportunity employer. 

PRACTICES AVAILABLE 
Selfing northeast Ohio primary care practice. Grow­
ing family community . Diversified economy . Excel­
lent referral base . (216) 449-7423 . 

Large family practice. County seat town, western 
Nebraska. Modern clinic, 20-bed hospital, 56-bed 
nursing home. Gross over $300K: financing avail­
able . No Blue Sky. Phone: days (308) 352-4711. 
nights (308) 352-4862. 

Well eatabllshed allergy practice for sale in Arizona. 
Board-certified allergist retiring . Will stay to affect 
smooth transition . Staff will remain . Area offers 
good life for entire family . Let's talk. Box #883, 
c/oAMN . 

MEDICAL EDUCATION 
FMGEMS NBE FLEX RN CGFNS Review. State 
approved. Established 1976. Lectures ; books , 10,000 
key words, mnemonics. strategies. PMREC. (800) 
433--FLEX. Guaranteed. 

FLEX-SPEX Exam preparation. May 1990 one week 
course, Norfolk , Virginia . Cluster cases , testing ses­
sions . Review Center, P.O. Box 767, Friendswood , 
TX 77546. (713) 482-8597. 

Pleate Note: Address replies to box number ads as 
follows: Box Number . c/o AMN, P.O. Box 1510, 
Clearwater, FL 34617. 

MEDICAL EDUCATION 
FMGEMS Review Course presents "Free Open 
House " Saturday. March 24th, for their basic sciences 
review. Payment plans available . Call for more 
information: (201) 352-8701. 

MEDICAL EQUIP/SUPPLIES 
Refurbished/warranted medical equipment - Low­
est prices! All manufacturers and models/all special ­
ties: Diagnostic Imaging, Mon itoring, EKG, Stress 
Test Systems, EEG, Anesthesia, Lights, OR Tables. 
Defibs, etc. (800) 748-5748, or (619) 560-9148 . MFI 
Medical. 

LOCUM TENEN$ 
Locum Tenens - Opportunities available through­
out the country. Work part-time or full-time, at your 
convenience. Malpractice insurance, -housing·and 
transportation provided. contact: LOCUM Medical 
Group, 30100 Chagrin Boulevard, Cleveland. OH 
44124. Or call: (800) 752-5515. 

Locum Tenens, Inc ., a Division of Jackson and 
Coker, has physicians and physician opportunities 
available nationwide. We offer competitive daily 
rates, cover licensure, and pay malpractice insu ­
rance costs. Contact: John Smith, Locum Tene.ns, 
Inc., 115 Perimeter Center Place, Suite 380 PMLTO, 
Atlanta, GA 30346. Telephone: (800) 462-6573. 

CME & TRAVEL MART 

11th ANNUAL 
CRITICAL CARE MEDICINE CONFERENCE 

APRIL 16 - 21, 1990 
Hotel Royal Plaza • Walt Disney World Village 

Inquire: Continuing Medical Education. Orlando 
Regional Medical Center. 1414 Kuhl Avenue. Orlando. 
FL 32806-2093. 

Telephone: (800) 64&-0450 U.S. and Florida 
Category I Credit Offered. 

AUDIO/VIDEO 
Lecturing? High resolution computer slides at rea­
sonable cost. Send for layout kit and free custom 
title slide. Microlight Photographic Presentations, 
Box 151, East Mansfield , MA 02031. (508) 339-6520. 

COMPUTERS/SOFTWARE 
Computer BIiiing - "The Bllllng Assistant" -
Remarkably easy-to-use, menu-driven system-auto­
matically prints insurance forms , bills, statements . 
Report1; ageing balances, referral sources, income 
by time period, procedure and more. Installs auto­
matically . IBM and compatibles . Complete soft­
ware, only $795 . Free information . Unique hands­
on. working demonstration disk with complete 
manual, just $9.95. REM Systems, Inc., Department 
A, 281 Dughill. Brownsboro, AL 35741. (800) 548-
6148; (205) 534-3457. VISA, MC, AMEX. 

Free demonstration disk of ICD-9-CM codes for 
computer. Official 1990 database of diagnostic 
codes with unique cross-reference now available . 
Find any code in seconds! Just $295 complete. For 
free demonstration call: REM Systems, (800) 
548-6148 . 

MEDI-REC accounts recelvable program Is 
the price-performance leader! Comprehensive 
functions. $254 complete postpaid: demo and mane 
uals $24.50. Free information. Peter Bresler, MO, 
2390 Tierra Drive, Los Osos. CA 93402. (805) 
528-5234. 

/ 

COMPUTERS/SOFTWARE 

f~ 
Medical Office Systems"" 
• Office Management System 
• Office Billing System 
• Electronic Claims System 
• Bar Coding System 

Easy installation-operation. advanced mutti­
use< capa.b<lities. exceptional support ser· 
vices. Sottware purchase starting at ONLY 
S495 qualtties '°' substantial savings on IBM 
PS/2 computers . F°' free info or demo disk: 

AMERICAN MEDICAL SOFTWARE• 
P.O. Box 236 
800-423-8836 

Edwardsv,lle, IL 62025 
618-692-1300 

HOME/OFFICE FURNISHINGS 
Classlc furniture - 45% off. 150 major companies. 
Free brochure. Sobol House, 120 Richardson Boule­
vard. Black Mountain, NC 28711. (704) 669-8031. 

INVESTMENTS 
Beat the Dow Jones! Discover sound stocks selling 
40"-I> below estimated value . What to buy, when to 
sell. For complimentary issue write: Solid Value 
Investment Letter-M, P.O. Box 858, Vashon, WA 
9807~58 . 

SPORTING EQUIPMENT 
Vlctorlnox Swiss Army Knives. All models, all parts. 
Free catalog. Swiss Arrnory, 2838 Juniper, San 
Diego , CA 92104. (619) 696-9841. 

VACATION RENTALS 
Ocean front condominium, HIiton Head Island. Two 
bedrooms, sleeps six , available for rental or sale. 
Spring and Fall best. (914) 946-3388. 

Florida - Four- and six-bedroom, beautiful beach• 
front homes on unpolluted Pensacola Beach. White 
sand, aquamarine. water . Owners : (504) 528"3009 . 

Reach The 
Doctor You Need 

Recruiting, selling a service 
or a practice, promoting education 

or opportunities ... here's your 
way to reach 393,000 

colleagues nationwide. 
They are your best prospects. 

CLASSIFIED INFORMATION 
Regular Classified: $3.85 per word 

(15 word minimum) 

Classifiep Display: $350 per column inch 
(one inch minimum) 

Multiple rates available upon request 

American Medical News 
Classified Department 

P.O. Box 1510, Clearwate< . FL 34617 
NATIONAL 800-237-9851 □ FLORIDA 800-~88 

LOCAL 813-443-7666 

March 16, 1990 
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Tobacco 
Continued from preceding page 
chines for wine and beer," said 
John Slade, MD, an internist 
at the University of Medicine 
and Dentistry of New Jersey. 
"Why should we to lerate 
vending machines for ciga­
rettes?" 

The proposed pre-emptive 
vending machine law was 
scheduled for debate in Min­
nesota legislative committees 
this month. It would mandate 
that cigarette vending ma ­
chines be "located within the 
immediate vicinity , plain 
view, and control of a respon­
sible employee, so that all to­
bacco purchases will be readily 
observable by that employee" 
or "be operable only by activa­
tion of an electronic switch." 

According to the language of 
the proposed state vending 
machine bill, it "supersedes 
any rule or ordinance of a local 
unit of government relating to 
the regulation of the location 
of vending machine sales of to­
bacco ." 

Proponents of the bill say it 
will protect the health of chil­
dren while simultaneously pre­
serving the livelihood of per­
sons whose vending machine 
businesses are threatened by 
the municipal laws. 

"What we are trying to do is 
make a vending machine sale 
of cigarettes more like an over­
the-counter sale ," said Bill 
Huepenbecker, an aide to the 
Senate sponsor of the bill, 
Commerce Committee Vice 
Chairman James Metzen, a 

,.. Democrat. Huepenbecker add­
ed an outright ban of all ciga­
rette vending machine sales -
which was unsuccessfully pro­
posed in the legislature last 
'year - was unrealistic. 

The bill was submitted to 
the legislature by a+ group call­
ing itself the Coalition for Re­
sponsible Vending Sales. The 
Secretary of State's office con­
firmed that the Tobacco Insti­
tute was_ not a member of the 
coalition. Tobacco Institute 
spokesman Lauria said, while 
the institute was "sympathet­
ic" to passage of the law, it was 
not actively involved in lobby­
ing efforts there . Neither the 
registered Tobacco Institute 
lobbyist for the Minnesota leg­
islature nor the spokesman for 
the Minnesota vending coali­
tion could be reached for com­
ment before press time. 

Minnesota anti -smoking ac­
tivists, however, are incensed 
at what they believe is an at­
tempt to by vending machine 
and tobacco interests to bully 
what they see as a grass roots 
movemeni. 

"It 's that's overriding arro­
gance of a state government 
that tells local people that they 
don 't know what they're do­
ing ," said David Johnson. 
Johnson , program director for 
the Minnesota chapter of the 
Assn. for Non-Smokers , said 
that in cities where he testified 
for vending machine restric­
tions there was rarely any con­
troversy about such laws. 

"I have yet to be at a hearing 
where a smoker stood up to 
argue that-his rights were being 
violated," Johnson said. 
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Restricti ons predicted 
Large cigarette ads such as this one would be banned if 
Whitney Addington. MD. t he president of the Chicago 
Board of Health , has his way. 'We're going to try any­
thing ,' he says. 

Billboard 
Continu ed fro m page 3 
Activists in Detroit , New York 
City, St. Louis, and other cities 
have taken up the issue. 

They are joined by a grow­
ing list of public figures: U.S. 
Health and Human Services 
Secretary Louis W. Sullivan, 
MD, who blasted tobacco 
companies for designing new 
brands of cigarettes aimed at 
blacks, women, and young 
people, and legislators, such as 
U.S. Sen. Edward Kennedy 
(D, Mass.), who is pushing for 
tighter regulation of tobacco 
products. 

IN CHICAGO, despite indus­
try guidelines that advise 
against it, billboards are fre­
quently placed near churches, 
schools, parks, and playlots in 
black neighborhoods. 

Teens at Marshall Metro 
High School on the city's West 
Side negotiate an obstacle 
course of signs touting Low~n­
brau beer and Salem cigarettes 
on their way to and from 
school. 

Several signs are directly 
across from the school, which 
is located in one of the city's 
poorest communities. All, ex­
cept the back of one, are visi­
ble from the school's windows. 

"They don't care," Man­
drake said of local billboard 
companies. "Th'ere's no social 
consciousness ." 

Although Mandrake didn't 
know it at the time , the bill­
board he painted over on that 
wet, winter day faced a sub-
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