{MA Will Undertake
Smoking-Health Study

‘hor Unions Plan
1 Anti-Smoking Drive

u‘_spok(-:smzm for the American Fed-
tion of Labor and Congress of In-
4iial Organizations told a staff con-
nce of the American Cancer Society
ew York last week that organized
b would open a drive among its
'bers in January against excessive
killg-

the drive will be part of a nation-
e campaign of cancer education and
promote early detection of the
wase, Leo Perlis, national director of
i federation’s Community Service
divities said. He spoke at the society’s
wting at the Biltmore Hotel.

M. Perlis said the drive would be
gtied on in spite of the fact that union
mbers make the cigarettes, cigars
il tobacco and pipes used in smoking.

PORTLAND, ORE.— A long-range
study to determine the effect that smok-
ing has on the human body was ordered
here last week by the House of Dele-
gates of the American Medical Asso-
ciation.

In presenting the prop()sal to AMA’s
board of trustees the policy-making,
group, said:

“So many gaps exist in km)wlcdge
about the relationship of smoking to
health it is the belief of the board that
an intensive long-range research pro-
gram, such as is proposed, is impera-
tive.”

The project would be initiated by
the Education and Research Foundation
of the AMA, a separate corporate
entity from the association itself,

The board recommended that the
long-range program be financed by a
substantial contribution from the AMA
and solicitations from other sources,
such as industry, foundations, voluntary

health agencies and private physicians.

(=]
It emphasized, however, that no re-

strictions would be permitted with con-
tributions.

The pmposed resecarch  program
would be conducted in three phases,
according to the board. The first would
entail a continuing survey of the litera-
ture on the subject.

Next, there would be research on to-
bacco and disease, and, finally, coordi-
nating research would be carried out
by others.

The AMA itself would utilize various
avenues in communicating the results
of the research studies as they become
available. 7

“A director for this project will be
procured whose experience, qualifica-
tions and integrity will assure that such
a research project will be conducted
effectively, exhaustively and with com-
plete objectivity,” the board said.

“A mass of statistical information,”
it said, “has been developed indicating
certain relationships between smoking
and disease which cannot be ignored,
even though the significance of them
in terms of cause and effect is still
being debated.”

The proposal explained that the re-
search program would be designed to
go bevond statistical evidence and to

(Continued on page 25)

lenator Neuberger Sees
AMA Aiding Tobacco Trade

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Senator
___ine B. Neuberger (D.-Ore.) in re-
iks prepared for delivery to the
te last week, charged that action
n by the AMA House of Delegates
mber 4 in calling for “long-range”
firch into the health effects of
King, without taking a position on
* evidence, “could not have been
er designed to achieve the objectives
pe American tobacco industry.”
e American Medical Association
0 followed delivery of a massive
!f&' t by Dr. E. Cuyler Hammond, of
“American Cancer Society, confirm-
ﬂ:_]d reinforeing previous evidence
Clgarette smoking causes premature
“fity among cigarette smokers.
W't it a little late for the AMA to
L US to start at the beginning, Of
¢ we need additional research, but
we need more, and now, is un-
Voeal warning to every American.
. Smoking, by whatever mechanism
. erious threat to health.”
_ IS, Neuberger questioned = the
A, ore of the AMA to acknowledge the
0 Society report or to await the

e n el

 her 13, 1063

pending report of the Surgeon General’s
Advisory Committee on Smoking and
Health. She noted that on March 12.
1963, a spokesman for the AMA had
stated that the Association would “make
a statement based on a critical evalua-
tion” of the Surgeon General’s report.
Yet yesterday’s statement of the AMA’s
Board of Trustees made no mention of
the Surgeon General’s report nor of
any future plans by the AMA to adop*
an_official position on smoking and
health,

As evidence that the AMA action
played into the hands of the tobacco
industry, which has long maintained
that there is insufficient evidence of the
harmful effects of smoking to justifv
action, Senator Neubt‘rger quoted re-
marks by two tobacco spokesmen on
the AMA decision,

“George V. Allen, president of the
Tobacco Institute said:

‘Tt is interesting to note that follow-

ing Dr. Hammond’s report the AMA

today approved a program for the

AMA’s education and research foun-

dation to undertake an extensive,

long-range research program on
smoking and health . . . designed to
probe beyond the statistical evidence.
‘We welcome any program for
further scientific research in these
important health fields, where so
many questions remain unresolved.”

“And Dr. Clarence Cook Little, chair-
man of the Tobacco Industry Research
Committee chimed in: “We are gratified
by the reports of the AMA’s recognition
of the need for addiitonal research on
smoking and health.’

Mrs. Neuberger concluded:

“ 1 do not know why the AMA has
taken this action in this way, at this
time. But I do know that it could not
have been better designed to achieve
the objectives of the American tobacco
industry. So long as the industry suc-
ceeds in convineing the American public
that the verdict on smoking is not in,
that there are great ‘gaps’ of knowledge
remaining, that the evidence is still
subject to ‘debate,” the vast majority
of habitual smokers will be able to
rationalize their habit, comforting them-
selves in the erroneous belief that the
case against the cigarette remains “un-
proved’.

“This tacit recommendation by doc-
tors for the continuation of smoking,
is a disservice to the American p(?(:p]u.;’
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(Continued from page 13)

garch for answers to such questions
. which diseases are either caused or
wduced by smoking,

t stated that a determination should
e made to find what elements, if any,
ay be a direct aggravating cause of
acer and other diseases and to identify
liese substances chemically.

[t also recommended that answers be
gught on psychological factors and
ghituation connected with smoking
VIT,

‘Dr. Clarence Cook Little, scientific
irecctor of the Tobacco Industry Re-
ch Committee, issued the following,
ment in New York following re-
ts for comment on a decision by
I8 American Medical Association to
dinch a research program on tobacco
id health:

~We are gratified by reports of the
rican Medical Association’s recog-
n of the need for additional re-
ich on smoking and health.

'The beginning of such a major re-
¢h program by the AMA’s Educa-
and Research Foundation should
Ited the day when science will learn
"¢ causes of major health problems,
lth as lung cancer and heart disease,
(0 what role, if any, smoking may

live,
!
le. AMA, referring to ‘large gaps
' fnowledge,” cites the need for re-
ich ‘beyond statistical evidence.” Tt
it plans research on smoke itself.
Constitutional, physiological and
c%‘tﬂngical factors, clinical and path-
-.glt‘al studies, as well as studies on
“cther ‘smoking may produce a tran-
‘g effect as well as other favor-
« bsychic reactions. . . .’
1 The TIRC itself last week an-
i ced the appropriation of an addi-
4l $1 million for continuing and ex-
¢d research during 1964, and
ed to provide any additional funds

“e-‘:tcd by the Scientific Advisory

I
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Board to the TIRC,” Dr. Little said.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Asked for
comment on a report by Dr. E. Cuyler
Hammond of the American Cancer
Society at an American Medical Associa-
tion meeting recently, George V. Allen,
president of The Tobacco Institute,
Inc., issued the following statement:

“I feel certain that Dr. Hammond’s
additional statistical studies reported to
the American Medical Association to-
day will receive careful consideration
from scientists working in the field.

“It is interesting to note that follow-
ing Dr. Hammond’s report, the AMA
today approved a program for the
AMA’s Education and Research Foun-
dation to undertake ‘an intensive, long-
range research program (on smoking
and health) . . . designed to probe be-
yond statistical evidence, to search for
answers not now available to such ques-
tions as which diseases in man may be
caused or induced by the use of to-
bacco’.

“We  welcome any program for
further scientific research in these im-
portant health fields, where so many
questions remained unresolved. We are
gratified that the work is to be under-
taken by so widely representative a
body as the AMA.”

Licorice Firm Names
New Marketing Manager

CAMDEN, N.J. — MacAndrews &
Forbes Company, supplier of licorice
to the tobacco industry, has announced
the appointment of William M. Herst
as manager of marketing,

In this capacity, Mr. Herst will be
responsible for the over-all corporate
sales, sales development, promotion and
market research functions. The creation
of an integrated marketing organization
reflects this company’s growth and ex-
pansion into diversified fields.
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