 @he Philadelphia Inquiver

Metro

Wednesday, June 1,
e R BRI R R

. The Phitadelphia Inquirer / RON TARVE
The Rev. Jesse Brown (left) and Reginald Hart with a cigarette billboard draped in protes! of tobacco firms' marketing efforts in the black !
community. A dozen anti-smoking activists showed up for the protest in Strawberry Mansion yesterday. Story and another piciure: B3. ;
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Anti-smoking activists protest the targeting of blacks by the tobacco industry.

A billboard
1s draped
in mourning

B\ Michael Sokolove
ERSTASF WRITER

The hamisome young black man
smiled down on Strawberry Mansion
from a biilboard plas ered to the side
»f a vacan: building. He helé a ciga-
s2ite in his right hand, apd he
ivoked happy and prosperous, above
it all

Yesterday. the Rev. Jesse Brown
climbeda I‘lC ery wooden ladder and
nailed black fabric over the bill-
board that advertised Kool cigarettes
at 29th Strest and Ridge Avenue.
Then Pastor Brown and about a
dozen other anti-smoking activists
aeid a service to mourn the victims
of iung cancer and other smoking-
related diseases.

Draping the billboard, Pastor
Brown acknowledged, was just one
small, symbolic act against the to-
pacco industry. which he said knows
snly the color of money but targels
ine African American community.

“We're not going to tolerate any
more misery. We dont need any
more misery.” said Pastor Brown, of
Carist Evangelical Lutheran
ch. a1 30th and Diamond.

By misery. Pastor Brown mea
smokinz-related iliness.
nany other destructive t’orcea af-
flicting the inner city. The neighbor-
hood around the billboard. or the
edge of Fairmount Park, is a mix of
churches and bars. beauty salons
and hardware stores, well-kept
brownstones and boarded-up brown-
stones and vacant lot after vacant lot,
me strewr with litter and others
anted with flowers and vegetables,
in such a neighborhood, where
are in such ,.lose mm-
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But one neighborhocod mazn on the
uiskirts of vesterday’s event chided
¢ anti-smeking activists for choos-
arcei he deemed too trivial
211es 15 not where we should
i " shouted Staniey
1. as the group marcnec?

s do some*m:z'-’
are }eca=,'
31"1th
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Norih Philadeiphia was k-
greater percentages. and die from
iung cancer in greater perceniages,
than whites, according to Deputy
City Heaith Commissioner Lawrence
Robinson. The annual death rate for
iing cancer is 401 per 100,000 for
Africar  Americans and 380 per
100.000 for whites, said Robinson,
who watched as the billboard was
draped in black.

There are abeut 800 ¢ bilk-
poards on the side of bul dlr—gs in
Philadelphia — called “eightsheet-

215" in the billboard trade — and
about 25 percent of them advertise
cigarettes, according to Frank An-
"co who regulates biliboards for ‘he
17 Department of Licenses and !
pections. Many Dblack ne=.gnbor~
1nads are ulas efca mm clg -3heet
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drape the ¢

uct.” and he framed the battle as a
fight against cigarette advertising in
the inner city as ong of empower-
ment. Even smoking cessation pro-
grams, Pastor Brown said, will soon
be' " for African Americans.
1 program backing of the
erican Cancer Society wm be
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World No T usaf'co Dq‘y :.pon:.ored b}
'IB.:: World Health Organization. in
Philadelphia. it was organized by a
coalition of groups that has been
together since 1996, when R.J. Reyn-
olds tried to iest-market a new mep-
thol cicare‘te called "Dtowr in the
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