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.. As prime victims of incqui- r, ------------- 1 highc~than for whites" :u:d th~l cy and discrimin:ition in many ::l th8 To~::lcco 1ndt13trJ-"A .:f'!;:;)l1:d ot :::ll~c;. I the "Blaclunak: _c:u:ccr dc~tll fonns, we, :is Black Arocric:ins, \ Arnorlc:i"-'1a,lng Unll~tor~ily At!::lc!tO<i? · · i. me rose by 38 percent com-.. W <:. arc under attack," must take a firm st:1nd against I ~ --•- ,.. _______ ---=--_ __,_. _ \ pared to a 7 percent inc::=e ior ch:ui;cd Dr. Lovell · Jones, a inequicy and discriminati on 1· j,:.. ::::-..:.::.--::: r c-N' ~·4\fi.'r""""•""''r"!:'' ~ .:11 :=:::-~-:".!':.:: I Black fcm:i.!cs." . . ~--•- 1•·;11-s;: ::.H4:,!,;~11~=.,·•.,,,:., I ~-----Fhysici:in at Houston's M. D. wherever and whenever it e;r;- \ =...,:::._-:_-..: 
1
~:11~·· • ~-;'(~l,~i~ (. ~±.'.:::-= i . Jones h:is offered the Black Anderson Hospit.'.11. "It 's time ists," the article ¢ncourages. I ;::-:-=•=-•~il,•t. • ~~'- ' 1 ~- -- \ press an opportunity to gi\'c · ... Bl k ,1: • .th :--:.-:.~::;::::::::: H~•~ ' :- · \l~ ;:::.-.~.,,:;;i!;i; 1 . ·-::=-:::.= 1· b·' th · ior u:e ac · mewa co get m- The clearer mess:ige ot ear - I - - ~ -:--. , ~~~'Z:.:......,'-~'"\:;, . -- .. - - .uance co eir messages rcgar· volved in getting the iniorma- ticle, however, was praise for r .:...;.-:-.=-= lfil~ - '~ --~, ;;:;:. ·:; ::§ I dlngtJ1ctobacco industry. Last t:on :1c.oss c.hat we're dying the tobacco industry's financi:u I ::-::_-::.=:•-p1ID'-: · ....:::,"":~ ,; I ::..:.--- - I year be held a conference on ~ecause of cigarenes instead of contributions to c.h:: Bl:!ck press · i :::::::====:.:. l[J [i " ! . ~~<,.;;-,::.,,/ h ·-:::::-=:.:::--::: I the· Realities . of.- CJ.Deer in standing on the· icnce saying · and other Black institutions, · : ·=---- 1'1 jlt· .; · · ro,,•h;;: '0 fi 1 =:.:::-=~ I Minority Communities. Jones you're :1rt.1cking an industry that And the author adds: "W,:, j ::-::E:-3-~ I~' .\\!LA~-·. , ... •:J"" ' '··. "' . ,-~~\\'11

1 
:::,:..:.:· -~ i invited members ·of the Bla~k suo. ports us."' h uldb · h t b 1· • __ .:,==--~---=-. -;-=--_-. liH11i -~····~ ~~,c~};. 

1 
~----=-,-;i: '1 press to the four-day aif:iir ::c.-

.s o esupporungt e o ac- · ·- __ 
1
• ,,1,~ , ~ ~.... ..... . __ It's true. The Black press , or ··co industry bccau;eofwhat they i 

1
1_f:l,l,j;_·"_,., . ~~-,ii ~ __ - ~ -__ .: \ ".tend.ed by 500 peo~le from 35 ~tk•ct' 0 !0

, • !!enun1berot· B1ack· h d I term 'n" I._ __ "__ I S'"tS" "d PuertoRi co bUt "Ot - ~ •u~ ave one oog· • 1 ~ ------ l' 1 . -~·:::...1 ---·--- ,. = c =· . , ,, • ------- ~ " · . ~~~ ...,_ __ "" '' • t 
.;~wsp:ip<."TS that support a mon- positive way ior our people." I • -:-- - ~ "', . ---:.....;.;~V : :::=-.•::::-=:: 1-,.. • . very little response. : . · · :'.:ly maglZine insert for Black Ob 1·ke Dr Jones · · ... _____ · -- ~-- ---- ~=:; \ · ·· Onctn.:1"ilZlllesencnrepor:cr ~ .. ,·\VSD"~rs ,·011 ~0· T11u •'v'a1,'oncl sc_rvers,h 1

• • ''. " • I :::-.::s~ =:::::::::.::.:: ~.-:::--..:::::--~= .. · ---· . 1· . th·. ·,d " . . ·'! d b .th, - -~ -=· . . argue :ioout u e pos,uve con- i ---·-· ;::-::::--:.:::..~ - • - - • - -·~--.... . ,· e. octor rec.J..I c ut e :J!ac.~ ,~io11iwr, l!e encour:iging tributions the tob::icco industry i .::.:=':"'!~-- __:_ :::::.:::::.::.:::::-~=:: =::,==.~:::.: S-:::r=:=.:: I ·. editors· found the article !'too 31.lck p<:.ople · to prot est h:is made to Black America.· i :::-.::?.-'= =:-"".=.::.':=".:==-:=..:='.:'-:;:.: - ·---• i ·.controversial.' .:, · , . Ebony .. Jiscrimin:uion'' against the The industry indeed has con- · i "Pulllna 0u ... ,,. .. up ·ay °"' o...n lkloi.tnro•"-.l. S.r<•• ·1 -: :mag:u:ine ,. ·he :· said,: simply tobacco industry, which muse tributed thousands of doll:irs :o i I :·thought. .'the ~, subject was place heaith warnings on their scholarship funds and has I T_his an:icle which_ appea red _in _the J anoary issue oi the Na• \ . something . ·.-_thei r . rea dtrs products. ·. become the dominant sponsor of . i tional Black Mon~to~ re1gn1t1ng the debate conc~rning the_. i wouldn't be interested in'. . In an. anicle ~hich em-events for the Black press :l.lld L tobacco industry s influence on the Black media, \ -,', Bue a review of the February ph:isizes in bold headlines that even the Congressional Black · ---- - · ~~- -~ 1988 issue of Ebony reve:ils that the tobacco· iodutstry is "A Caucus. Bue, the article docs not . the high number of de.:uhs in the · according to the latest statistics ., it may be the disinterest oi the Friend of Black America ," the :· mention, and health officials · Bl:lck community attributed to from the · American . C:uicer .. tobacco industry in the negotive question is asked, ' '.Is : ·the : argue; that the Black press is . smoking. ·. • , .. ,·:-·· : .. · Sociecy (ACS).-The. ACS notes· •, coverage .... which motiv_ated Tobacco Industry :: .' .. Bein g· .reluCt:llltto print the harmful ef• ,.. In 1985, 13,009 Black people · that over the Llst several decades .. '_;;.; .. ,;. .. ,: ,.;;-."·,: .:.· ·. Unilaterally Aruckeci?· .... " " fects of smoking, considering in Amerie:l died oflung cancer, · -the '.'cancer rate .for Blacks is ,,,_;,,..s.'..· ~ ::: Coctinued on page 29 
, •: - • • ;•' ' '1 • • , , , ; _ ' •· ; · ,,. . , . , ,: ;•; ;. ~ •-•:•••,r,7:i.::;:•J::'.,• . . '•' I • . I 



Tobacco 
C.Jminucd from_·pagc 

Eb,m_v's decision nol to cover· 
ih<: ~onforence, than concern 
about reader inttrest. 

~-!ore than 10 percent of the · 
magazine's full page ads were 
?urchascd by tobacco com• 
p:mies, including the inside front 
cover and the back cover in the 
reoruary issue alone. That 
t;;:.,slaces into roughly $250,000 
in ::d revenues. 

Additionally, two of the four 
t\:il-page ads in the 12-page 
.\fo11i1or were for cigarettes. 

.Jones argues that BI acks 
would becorne more interested : 
in me dangers of smoking if the 
message and the statistics were . 
c:uned to them through the 
:; ress. S taciscics show that 
\6,600 new cases of lung cancer 
were recorded among Blacks in 
1986, while an estimated 

salmonella. He labeled alcohol 
and tobacco the "number one 
and two parasites on the Black 

'. 5'.!,000 new cases· of lung 
..:ancer a.re exoected for 1988. 
Other forms o·f tobacco-related 
·:::.ncers run high among Blacks, 
.~duding cancer of the pharyn."(, 
;::mcre:is, larynx and bladder. · community." .. 

Particularly. high among 
Black males is cancer of the 
eso phagus where the inciden ce 
rate is 14.7 cases per 100,000 
population as compared ~vith 4.8 
cases per 100,000 population 

· The author of the Monitor :tr• 

among white men. · 

ticle, Dr. Betty Mansfield, told 
the Final Call that "from time 
to time we write articles in sup• 
port of our advertisers. People 
are free to use or not use the 
products." 

She maintained that the arti­
cle was not saying the tobacco • 
industry shouldn't be attacked, 
but "it merely pointed out the 

. discriminatory clement of the 
government's attack on tbe 
tob~cco industry." . 

"The problem for·us is ·that 
:he rates for Blacks are going up 
and these figures are only tbe tip 
oi the iceberg," Jones asserted. 
He explained that very few 
SEER (Surveillance Epidemi• . 
ology a.nd End Result) survey 
<i.'.lca bases, which collect cancer 
st:itistics, a.re located in the 
South, which is heavily Black 
populated. This prevents an ac• 
curate picture of ca.ncer rates 
among Blacks from : being 
accumulated. · · · 

Dr. Ala.n Blum,. founder of 
Doctors Ought To Care, a com> 
~unicy action gro up of physi• 
cians and mediccl students, c:ills 
Jung cancer "the single most 
preventable cause of death" 
among Blacks, but he warns, 
"i t's going to be a long battle 
:o even begin to make the com ­
munity aware because we can't 
get our message out there. 

"The Black press is the 
equivalent of runners for the 
tobacco industry in the Black 
community," charged Blum , 
who is white and has wri tten 
several articles · about cancer 
.unon g Blacks. "They (tobacco 
industry) are not · being 
unilaterally attacked, thev·re 
just being exposed for what they 
:ue." Blum said it is " off en- · 
sivc" to compare the cig:irctte 
bbcl with one the Mo,riror ur g • . 
cd to be placed on chickc~s 
t>'.'causc ct,Jckens can cause 

The tobacco industry beg;m · 
heavily advertising its products 
in the print media in 1971 when 
access to television advertising 
was cut off by an act of Con-

. gress. But Steve Weiss, 
man:1ger of public relations for 
Phillip Morris USA, said his 
company has been "supportive 
of Black causes since the early 

· 1900s" .and he rejecrs the claim 
that the tobacco industry has 
"bough_t silence" from the 
Black media. · 

"That's a serious racist argu• 
ment," Weiss said. "The critics · 
a.re saying that minority com­
munities can't make an 

of the tobacco indus try," he 
said .. "Buer don ' t know if th:u·s 
a face (that not much appears in 
the Black press critical of smok-

. ing). I wouldn't make such a 
bl:mkec statement." 
· Davis added that the Black 
press doesn't recdve a propor­
tionate rerum in advertising 
dollars from any industry, in: 
eluding the tobacco industry, 

· when considering the doil:irs 
spent by Blacks for nationally 
.'.ldvertised products. 

Still other newspaper pro res• 
sionals question the in11uer:ce of 
the tobacco industry on the 
Black press. "The tobacco in• 
dustry has taken· the same :it• 
tirude toward Black people as all 
other institutions,'.' declared 
Howard University journalism 
professor Raymond H. Boone. 
"They never did anything for 
Black people. The only reason 
they a.re so concerned now is 
~use of their attempts to con· 
tlnue co exploit the community . 

autonomous, rational decision They are not returning to the 
of whether to smoke or not. Black community what Blacks 
They're saying that minorities a.re contributing in terms of 
are too dumb and need paternal sales . " 
guidance.'' Boone, a veteran journalist 

He added that many of the and former editor-in-chief of the 
Black organizations solicit suo- . Afro-American newspaper 
port from his company and that. chain, said there is as much of 
."if the Black press is silent on a need for the Bbck press to be 
the tobacco issue, it's only committed to Black people as it 
because they choose to be." was in 1827 when the Black 

Steve Davis, the executive • press emerged in America with 
director of the· National . the Freedman's Journal. 
Newspaper Publishers Associa• . . And although the Black press 
tion, agrees: "There is no has a difficult time receiving 
policy or ethic:tl violation if a ·· advertising from dominant in­
publisher accepts advertising 
:ind doesn't write critic;tl articles Continued on p:ige 30 

Tobacco 
a paper. And until you do that. people should use !.heir buying 

C~mtinu~ ~rom page 29. then you can go on a crusade,". power to leverage the other in­

dustries other than alcohol and he said. Although members of dustries who relucl:lllcv adver· 
the tobacco industry would not . tis.· e in the Black prcs's to in-

tobacco, "if you serve the peo- . · reveal how much of their adver- crease their purchase of advcr­
ple, then the people will support 

· you and other advertisers will .. tising budgets go the the Black tising to offset the undue in• 
fi d od pealin press, Roberts c:illed the percen• • fluence of the tobacco indusay. 
m your pr uct ap g." tage "substantial" compared to "lfwe don't see lheir adver• 

Don L. Roberts, gen~ral · other forms of national adver- tisemears in our newspapers and 
manager for the Amal ga=ted tising. ' magazines on a regular basis, 
Publishers', which handles - . Realizing the situation of the we should not spend a dime on 
advertising for 90 Black Bl · their products," said Muham • 

b k th · ack press, health offici.al..s say mad. "But the first Im' c of of.-
newspapers ro e e 15sue . they only want an equal voice 
down into simple terms. to add a balance to the message · fense should be to approach all 

"I' · th b · f co~;"g through the adve..;.;"g. the major Blackbusinesscs, and m m e usmess o get· ~• • ........ 
tin. ds I' h · Unt1·1 · that t1·me . comes, community businesses, who g a . . m not ere trying to al 

· be a social advocate. If the Houston's Dr. · Jones .wbo so don't support the Blad: 
· tobacco industry pulled their warns , "the Black press isn't ·press as much as they should_ 

· "N evertheless, there is no ex• 
ads the Bl•c· k pres ill h doing Black America any good . 

• a s w ave b . thh Id.in cuse far placing the interests of 
to tell their reporters they can't . Y ~ 1 0 g inform ation ."· tobacco companies over the in-

. pay them. There are certain Final Call editor Abdul Wall · tere st of the health of Black 
things you .have to do ~ publish Muh:umnad suggests that ~lack · men, · women and children.'• 
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