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SMOKE SCREEN AHOU~U ORAL SNUFr 

S!R,-ln a J 986 cJiwri a l' you no,cd LJ1a1 u "curi,,us sense of do:ja 
vu prevails" uver Lhc parl,amenwry tkb :Jlc un lhl! n:strictiun ul° 
access m ural snuff , a ,smokele ss wba cco produc1 Lllut ha,, been 
imroducL-J inw Ilic UK by the UniteJ Slates Tobacco Company . 
f,,iany ,if Lhc action~ unJc·r cunsidcr.ition huvi: previously pr,wcn 10 
be indfc:ctivc in preventing yuung PL"Pk l rom UJking up s1uuk111g, 
and you wi~dy called for SLrongcr mea sures. 

ln the l 9t;Os, cig arcne manufacture r,; rd icJ on staLcmc:ms of the 
Am<:rican~kdic:.11 .'\.ssc.>C1ati11n (Alvt:\ ) w chalkngc LJ1c lindings of 
lhe Surgo:m General oi t.he Public Hcal1..h Service LhaL cigareue 
smoking is the leading cause of lung cancer .> llecem evenLS in rhc 
USA and rhc l.!K indicaLe lhat Lub,,u;o ma n ufacrurers may be 
repeating chis hisror,· a~ chey anempr to creaLe an illusion of 
scicmilic co11troversy about che health effects of smokeless t0bacco 
produru. In DL·ccmber, 1985, rhe M1A issued a report' which 
failed 10 draw any conclusions about Ll1e carcinogenic effects ,,C 
,mokrh:s:. wbacco and L-.,l!cd for mon: research. Si.-.. monchs bl..:1 , 
the SurgL·on Gern:r.il published a rcporr' which cunduJed thal 
smokeless wbacco use is causally related tu oml cancer, gum disease, 
anJ nin•1inc dercnJence. The Jilkn:ncc hetwet:n rh.:sc conclusi,1n, 
is prubably explained by the limiLcJ 11w11ber unJ type u!' stuJiL·, 
consu.li:rcJ by the A.¼A. The AMA cited 9 stuJies in .man ,111 
smokeless cubacco use and oral cancer, including only 3 Nonh 
Ame1ican casc-comrol or cohort srudic:s. No wmk in animals was 
n:v1.:wcJ . Th.: Suq,:L,ilJ Gc·m:ral rcvic·weJ 17 cisc-C<>lllrol and 
oohon swdic:,, dune in ·~h-stcm Eurupc anJ Nonh America, as well 
as 48 animal studies. 

ln l\•\;Jy, J98o, ,i British M,:mber.1!'Parliamcm,Lau,cna: Pavin, 
wrule tu the UniteJ S~lL.,, · l'ubacco C' .. ompany to solicit cummcnts 
on t.he SurgL-:>n General', rc:pun. The reply cited L11c Al\1A rep11n 
as evidCl'IC~ Lf)at ch.: u,.: ur smukdcss wbaccu has nut bccn shown 10 
be L..lus..1lly n.:lu1L-J tu ur.il cum:er, quuting L11a1 "disagrL-cmcn1 
remain~ abour rhe health effecLS uf chewing tobacco and using 
snuf:' . This qu:11e was taken from a sentence Llrnt relied on :, 
rd'erence LO Grasso el al , which provided urher sr.:nemcms 
mdudi.ng: ·•rJ1c specific knuwn ciuscs or wnccr ar~ fc:w" and •·a!"' 
remaining LO be expl.tinL-d is why some persons who n.:vcr u,c 
wbacco d..-vdup Clflcer of the oral cavity". Such slaLemcms arc 
similar LO L11osc that L;garecu: manufacturers have useJ before Ill 

challenge the assoc."iation between smoking,~,,: =cer. 
'Ilic A.'•,\A n:pon provided rhe lullowing ,,,urce fur this 

rderern:c: '"Gr.1sso P, Kupper LL, Jcnn.i..11gs BR, La Via /\IF, 
W.:athers DR, Furse A: \X-'ri1ten stalcmL-nts submint.:d 1n the: 
•11,\a~sachusens Deparunem of Public Meal th Hc:aring~, Boston, Fcb 
22, 1985." This citation is inco111ple1c. Thc:sc st :ucm<!nts were 
submitted in a J,>eumc:nt cmirl<:J: "McmurnnJum uf Srnukdcss 
Tobacco Council, Inc in oppusitilln 10 pruposcd n:gulations 1u 
dcclan: snuff to be a hazard, ,us substance and rn rc:quir~ a warning 
label. Boston, .lv\assachusens Dcpunmc:m of Publi,: Health . Fcb 7 
and 22, l 985." The Smokeless Tob:icco Council Inc i, an industry 
t.rade-asi;ociation finan~cd largdy by the Unitcd States Tobaccu 
Company. E!Ioru co correct this incomplete citation have be,:n Lu 
nu avail. ,-,i~ .· 

It would appc:ar tlwt the scit.-ntilic debau: about smukdcss 
tobacco is going "back '.,. iiJ.C.futw,:i:". 
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IlOYCOTTS A.">l'D MEDICCNE 

SrK,-ln di.cir lellcr surpuning an ~cudcmic boycott of South 
J\Jrici (.'Vla) 30, p l~o5) Dr Hall and orhc:rs say thm mos1 Sm11h 
African J,>etors acccpt the swLus LJuO. \Vhere is the: evidence for 
lhi~;, ff by starus quo L111:y mean rlle "upartheid-riven hc-.ilrh 
sys1em" Lhen thc:y are b.:ing unfair Ill th,1>e nun-whi1c and while 
d,1L1.ors who Sll vclu.:mcnLly nppu,c LJ1c· South J\fricun Govemmenl 
policies . 

The alkgation of an unbalarm:d c.!isu-ibution of health a1re is true 
of lhis cuu,Hry as of any other developing n:,tion . ln a vas1 country 
lilu: Suuth Africa iris just not possibk at presc"' · ll' ensure Lfuit rural 
comrinmities have :icci:ss LO medical care: of the quality available in 
rhe bigger me1.ropoli1.an ureas . Like Britain, South Africi ha; made 
great stridt:s in hcalrh impnwcmc111, but t:l't:n in Ull! L' Kone nu1es 
char infant monalicy is still 67'% higher in Pakistani-born 
cummunitit.-s than amongst native Britons . Our probli:im arc 
numerically much bigger, and are those of dt:vdoping Africa and 
nm ofWL-stern Europe. 

Du yuur corrt.-spondcms sugge st 1ha1 by the abandoning of 
apanhciJ all health problems will be solved? 111ey ne,;d only 
observ.: whar gOt.-s on a.:ross some of South Africa's borders. Our 
1111 ,s1 urgcnl nct!J is lo wip\: uuL Jdia.:i..:ndc.:s anJ shun~uinings of the 
Suutl1 N 'rican health sys1.em by pruvidiug 1n.lre mtlnl!y for 
education, basic health care, and better housing, to mention a ft:'.I• . 
priorities only. The muney for this will come largdy from the 
much-maligned whi1.cs, who pay for Lhe health services of 
thrc:t:-4uaners ofd1e population unubk lO do su. 

Hall e1 al are apparently able to bener identify the "major Black 
uppnsiriun grouping" (whuse call for a buycon Lhcy support) 
six-ihuu,and miles away than we: <.:an in South Africi . They rnuke 
the u,ua! misraki: uf identifying majurity witl1 rhc musl articulate. 
NubuJ) knows at prL-scnl whu rerreM!lll.:i the major 131.Jck 
oppusiLion b'mupinJl in Snuth N'rica, in view of Lhe l!!.hnic Jivisiun:. 
Lluu exisl. 11 is unbclievabk tha1 L11cy should udvoau, abanJ,ming 
all suppon for the Soutl1 Africm medical prufc:ssion in preference to 
that for an unidemifieJ pc!irical gruuping. 

Like most Sout.h Africun doctors l am cumm.ineJ to a fair and 
L"lJUal health service f<ir all and 1,, Lhat end we arc making pn,grL-ss, 
albeit 11111 m, fast as wl! wuuld like. \'('hat L11c: Suutl1 Afriw.n m<=JJ<:Jl 
fr:llemity needs is cncouragcmem and not boywns, if we are LO 
ensure: optimum prol'c:ssional training ,u1d academic enrichment of 
our white and non-white doctors. Very few of SouLf) Africa\ he-.ilth 
LTiti..:, prnctise whm they preach by working in Ll·1c rural black 
Afri.:an re1,,1ions, wherl! help is most nL'l.:dcd. lnsteaJ Lhi.:y snipe f rum 
the c,1mfon of ivory towers. 

C:.apc ~, ·~•wn, 
l~11uhhl· of S11uth Afn..:.i s. S. GKOVE 

DOSES FROM CHER."'IOBYL RADIOCAESIUM 

S1 K,-Estimati.:s of the radiatilln duse received by lhe population 
of the European Community as a rc:$ulr of che Chi:mobyl ri::,ctor 
acciJt:m have been published recemly.• Thesecsti.mau:s were ba~ed 
on e.1rly in1om1atiun ubout r.idionuclidL-s measured in the 
envi.rmunem and in foodstuffs and on st.andllrd assumptions abou1 
t.ransfcr ,,f ,.~·.ivicy and intake by persuns. A substantial proportion 
of the Jo,cs afoes from imake of rad1ocacsium. The ease with which 
rndiui,01urc:s of c..Jc•sium can be ml!USured in the humlin body ,. 
en.ables us to detcnni.ne d,isc frc11,. '·:i,; source indepc:nd<!tu!y and 
without recourse to assumptions abuuc intake rate,; and activity 
1:,1n.:c11uoitiun, in di.:tar, • ,.:umponems . The Natio11ai l<.aJi<1lugH:a! 
Pn,1cc1ion B,1anl is c,,llating all available car.::, on r,ijionudidc"> 
mcc,surcd in UK rt-,;iucnls, bur chis compil,ition wi!I uwviwt,ly taki.: 
some tune:. In the mterim, we wish ro dr.iw to your at1cn1it1n some 
p1l'lim1nar,· Jau, obt.iir".:d in twu n:gions ofEni;!and . 

1),.,,. estimates fur L11c UK' h"ve lic:cn c:ikulalt:d ,c;ia1~11dy J,,r II 
numbL ·r uf re~mn, which ha ve b een ddmeatc: d :iccordin12. w 
111ctL·und~1gl1..:.al l.'.l'W1Jiuon~ al J.1c Lirni: u !·pa~~age o f th~ contanun~led 
.,ir m:i, , l' nr ~xainr,k, Clr:nbri :i su ffc.:rt:d hc:l\·y .rainfall ,md hen.:t 
hig'.1L•r d1..·~'H ,.,11.1,1n l,1· r;..h.lillnuc!1J\.,~:, th an chc rt:.St l if Er~gLu,d. :\s a 
rt.:~t.dl1 p..:..1k Ll1ni..:entralil,n~ of r . .h.1iunucliJ1.:~ ln n\j :k a1!J 1ncat 
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